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TO THE PXIM.IC. 



THIS work is given to the world, a»feft 
1^ judgeKEKKT. Had he Jived to* superin- 
tend thp fmnting (tf it hitnseir, tmny altera. 
tifHis would, no doubt, have been made, ma- 
ny j,a6sagcs which may at present i^pear ob- 
scure, would have been fiilly explained, and 
many differencies of style corrected. As the 
work purpOTts to be written lyy judge Hsk- 
K7, it was thought improper to make any 
alterations or additions, trusting tliat the 
world, when acquainted with the circum- 
stances under which it was published, will 
be disposed to pardon trivial -errors, as to 
the truth of the principal facts ; the following 
letter, from general Micliael Simpson, is am- 
[^ testimony '. 



Dear Sjs, ' • " ' "' ' 

I hsve read your work " of the Cxpe- 
£tioa ihrou^the wilderness in 1775." So 
fdT as I was concerned, in the transactions 
related in the work, they are truly stated- 
That expedititm, perhaps, tlie most arduous 
during the revolutionary war* is tnily re- 
presented. The public may, in the general^ 
be assured, that the account is genuine. 

;, ' .. Your _hqp)ble, servant,' 

MICHAEL SIMPSON, j 



9JCPE U^'VBK 



AUTHOR. 



WEITTBir KT.BXB lUVflBVVk 



THERE is an observation trite, true, aodf 
Hnivo^ly admitteil, that the lives of tbose vho 
have not embraced a wide sphere of acticHi, 
tote uninteresting and perfectly deroid (^.wrf 
incite^nents t« attention. Bk^rapt^' of Warn- 
ers, statesmen, is perused with avidity'— but 
k is not merely their own history, but Uiat (^ 
the times, in which they lived, at least par- 
tially so. But descending Uy the greater- 
walks aS life, when we trace the history of a. 
good and unfortunate man, through- all the- 
Taried' evolutions, that peculiarly mark his 
bte, and prevent him from being-enrolled ift. 
,die Kst of those; beings, who- have found tha 
»ath' divested of thbms— it is to soraci stills 
Hiteresting ; and although the incidents are not: 
«£ a uatttR to esciie womkr w astmishmatt*^ 



ifcey'lMji- stiil-possess the power to call ferdb 
the sympathy of minds of fceHng — minds that, 
faaye been taught to feci another's woe. . 

loits JosE-rH HewlY; thotmthorof thefol- 
lowing pages, was born November 4th, 1758, 
at Lancaster, Peiinsylvania— his father Wil- 
UAu, Henxy, £s9_. a man whose niemo« 
ry is still revered, by those, who possessed 
any knowledge of him, his ^rict honesty and 
known probity, renders it sacred to such aa- 
olaimed hun as tlieir friend. ' He was pos- 
sessed of a mechanic^' genius in a strong de- 
gree; be it was, who invented the wcJl Imowii 
screw.augcr. 

•: Warmly addicted to this his ^vorite pas-, 
sion, he wished to imbibe into the min^ ctf' 
his childcen, a taste ft» mechanics ; with some 
of thus hf succeeded. As soon as his son 
/oHR JosKPHi had attained the age of I4« 
he hound \um an apprentice to tsi uncle, wha 
'Was a gunsmith, then a resident at Lancaster^ 
but after somerimc removed to Detroit, tak^- 
ing his nephew with him. At that place, M4 
stay was "but short, - on account of s^city fS 
business— he returned on foot with a sin^^ 
guide, who died in the wilderness, which lay 
between Detroit and bis howe— it was here 
tiiat turdships and misfortune &sE were,- febj 
his future conipaiuons during . a length -of 
years, . devoted to God and Ills' country* 
Young Henr? jetumed to bis parents and 



home, 'dissatisSed «ith the employiiient, ■ 
judickius fiAher had p(Hnted out for him, u 
the means by which he wished him to gain 
aiuture subustance.— •His arduous mind paht^ 
ed after tniltlary glory; the trouUes (rf hit 
eountry, which was then making vig-.)rT)uS| 
and ultimately successful struggtes for a total 
ecnancipation from slavery, wrought strong. 
ly upon one, the acme of whose hopes and 
wishes was, to be one o[ those who conten^d 
most fo- freedom. In the Jail of 177S, he 
dandestinely, joined a regiment of men raised 
in -Lancaster county, for the purpose of join- 
ing Arnold, who at that time, was stationed 
at Boston. His father was commissary. tothe 
troc^s, which office obliged him to ^tend 
them to Readmg. It wasat this tii^e, under' 
circumstances, which Feodered him most It- 
a^e to detection firom his parent, he left his 
home to wander at the age cj 16, in a strange 
latid. Thus a thirst for glory^ inflamed his 
youthful breast, and supersMled every etfaei; 
|tes«on and afiectioh (^ his heart. After etu 
tiuruig all the &tigire« of a veteran soldiery. 
&key entered Canada on b« birth-day-— aii 
trentiul one to him. He endured hia-dihipa 
here, wluch in his own simple style» he fully 
oiamerates.. It #aa in prison, where he hi^ 
iar nine months, that he contra<^d a disease; 
(the scurvy,) wiuch at that time, did itot 
m^e -Us i^pearance-r^'lHtt tk. . weeks, afiwi 



ilprte m ^is tttuni home,' ata time vri^oK 
least expected, it made its appearanice under 
its most malignant fbrm— it was at a time, 
wbcn it' became a daty incumbent on lum^ 
to continue in ihc army- A captaincy had 
t>een procured for him in the Vit^nia line, 
and a lieutenancy- in that of Pennsylvaniay 
he lud designed to accept of the command un< 
der the hero Morgan, which was. that of ca^ 
tain, but the disposer of all events, arrested 
^ja carreer, iuid instead of his fond expecta> 
tiops being accomplished, all his hopes wcrft- 
blaated, his lugh pros{>ects jaded, and be- 
came a dreary void, by the . order of tlut 
Odutipetence, who furnished him with that 
fortitude^ which enabled him through all his 
misery, to kiss the rod that chastijied htm. 
it was alkr two years continuance on the 
couch of sickness, his.leg, which was the uih 
fortunate cause of .Ul his illness, began to heal, 
4nd renovated h^th,-.to give hopes of peace 
yet remained ffH* him. 

As his lameness precluded all possibility 
of tps again entering the army ; as he had, bji 
a -disregard of parental nuthority, at least so 
<ar as concerned his trade, forfeited his claim 
to his Other's exertions, to'plaee hiiii in such 
a situation, as would make him capable o£ 
rendering himself useful to society. A vigor*. 
•us effort on his part was necessary ; rebolu^ 
tioiv n^ not waiuing^i it was made. Ha 



fioutid hifliBelCaa an appremicfi tolohn flub* 
fey, Esq. prothonotary of the coilnty of Lan-' 
caster, as a clerk in the office, here for ibuf 
ytsrsy he pursued his business with the closest 
Application, and discharged the duties of his 
oftice with unabated care and strictness, and 
when the labors of the day were over, hb 
Flights were consumed in study, endeavoring 
to compensate himself in some measure, for 
the neglect, that his education had suffered by 
bis becoming a soldier.: His frame still sonie- 
'A'hat debilitated by his illness, was not capable 
of sustaining {he fatigues of office, his health 
sufiered much from labour so severe and ap-' 
jriicatidn so intense. The lime of his inden-; 
tnres: being expired, he coinmenced the stu- 
dy of the law, uraler Stephen Chambers, 
£<sq. Here he became acquainted ' with his 
future companion in life, the youngest sitter 
of Mr. Chambers. He practised law from 
itoe year 1785, until December 1793. As 
- his law knowledge was known to be exten- 
(»ve, his abilities and talents met their due 
j^wsrd, with an appointment, by his exi 
feelfency Thomas Mifflin, Goverrior, to thfe 
bffice of president, of the second judicial disi 
trict of Pertnsylvania. 

- A number of' years liad now elapsed, his 
giinily was large ; by an Unfortunate removal 
10 a country, 'at' that period sickly, he was 
attaolsed' by the goutj wlucti &»m inexperi^ 



ehcc, and owing to hw having no knowledge 
as to the ransfqUences that would necessari* 
iy ensile; did not take proper precautions, 
so as to' render it a regular disease. Under 
that deccptious ' name, numerous disorders 
invaded his frame, and at tinies with so much 
aeVerity, that he was necessitated to continue 
at-home, and prevented him from executing 
hih official duties as a judge. It wasduriiig 
seven long 3rears of'bodily sUffeJing, that his 
mind and memory, reverted to those scenes 
(more forcibly than ever) which Formed sa 
eventful^ period in a life oi misfortune aiid 
■vicissitude. The interesting nitrrativB of the 
safitrings bf that band of heroes, of which he 
was fhe youngest, is a simple nie of truths 
which he undeviatingly throughout his. book, 
adheres to. 

■ 'He is supported in all his assertions, by 
the testimony of a number oC his compan- 
ions in that srduous campaign, men ofcba- 
nicter and respeolability-^hi^ reiatioii of Inci- 
dents, his' descriptive accounts of die coun- 
tiy they passed through,' the situation of Que- 
bec and the disposition of the army, all mark 
lam to have been a yonth <rf accurate ob- 
servauon, of a comprehensive uid' ititdligent 
ifeind'.' Possessing, as he nkust neoessatily 
have done, activity of spirit and contempt of &- 
tigue, he gained the' approbation and esteem 
of his soniocs. < The buoyaOL spirits. <^ youth 
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rose hi^ over misfortutie ; under the pre&< 
sure ef the severest distress, vivacity was 
still retained, and burst forth at intcmtls to 
cfacer his hopeless companions. 

Oisesse had now made r^id pnKress on a 
constitution weakened by repeated attacks, 
and accumulation c^ disorders, which no skill 
could counteract or remedy. The nonper- 
ionnance of his duties caused petitions, vom 
^« stvcral counties, to be presented to the- 
legislature, for his removal ; nothing was. al- 
leged against him but absence. That houor- 
aMe house, having examined and considered 
the* chains, acquitted him with honor. His 
commission h£ retained for the ^pace of two . 
years afterwards- — but illness and debility in- 
creasing,' and a knowledge of his infirmities 
being incurable, compelled him to resign that 
ofice, which he had held with integrity, Hoe 
seventeen years. Four months succeeding,-. 
his womout frame was destined to feel the 
stroke of death, and his freed soul, to seek 
refuge in the bosom of his Father and hu 
God. , 
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CAMPAIGN AGA07ST QUKSEC, Ok. 



TH£B;E is a point, in the history af the 
Ametiean reTolution, hitherto little attended t«; 
as yet imperfectly related, anil now at this late 
day alaioBt fom>tten ; whiefa would dea^ve and 
require the telents and genius of a Xenophon* 
to do it real justiee. As your father in early 
life had a concern in that adTcnturu, pcjrmit hin 
to relate to you in the words of truth, a eom- 
pendiouB Aetail bf the ButTeringa of a small band 
of heroes ; unused, to be sure, to military tac- 
tics and due subordination, hut whose souls were 
flred by an entliusiastie love of country, and a 
spirit such as has often inspirted our ancestors, 
when determined to be free. In giving you tills 
relation, knowing him as you do, you will scarce- 
ly call in question his veracity ; partioularly 
when he assures y«u upon the honor of a gen- 
tleman and an honest man, that every word here 
rdated, to the best of his recollection and be- 
lief, is literally true. He could not be so wti- 
,iust to your monds, your veracity, or integrity, 
as to state any thing to you whioh he knew, or 
even suspected to be untrue. He has himself 
been loo much the victim of Iiaso liars, not to en- 
deavour to eradicate so rile a principle from yoar 
minds. His own education, tJiough made by \ik 
tvttantisjnB, . (in avoidaaoc of Ae bounteoos and 
B 



Iftraal designs of liia good father^) an iaeor- 
rcct one* yet the piety and real religions fer- 
vour of Bis parents, never wonld tolerate a lie. 
This menial vice, to them, was the greatest of 
all abominations, as it is with your father: it 
J8 also his most fervent hope and prayer, that 
«very one of you, will not only contemn the lie, 
hut hold in sovereign detestation the liar. 

Persons at your age, andal tlus advanecd stage 
■of the improvement and melioration of our soiJ, 
to a climate so far south as ours, ean scarcely 
form a correct conception, hut from actual oh- 
«ervatio^, of the sterility, the dreariness and 
the desl^utioti of evei^ comfort of life, whicha 
wilderness in a high northern latitude exhibits. 
A confidence however in your good sense, en- 
«auragcs, and in fact animates, him, to put that 
upon paper, which has a thousand times, . in de- 
tached parcels, been the subject of amusing 
prattle around the fireside. This is done the ra- 
ther at this lime, as some very atrocious seoun- 
drels who never looked an enemy in the eye, now 
assume the garlands and honors, which ought 
to adorn the;, brows of more worthy men. 

In tlieautumnof 1775, our adorable WASUI1TG-. 
TON) thought it prudent to make a descent up- - 
on Canada. A detachment from the American :^ 
grand army, then in the vicinity of Boston (Mas- 
sachusetts,) Mas organized, to fulfd this inten- 
tion, by the route of the Kennebec and Cbau- 
diere nvers. . It was intended as a co-operation 
with the army of General Montgomery, who had 
entered the same province, by the way of Cbam- 
plaine and Montreal. Colonel Benedict Arnold 
was appointed the commander in chief of the 
whole division. The detachment consisted of 
eleven hundi'ed men. Enos was second in com- 
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maDd.' Of Ihis I knew nofliin^, bnt from re- 
port. Riflemen composed a part of tliu arma' 
aieHt. These companies, from sixty-five to se' 
rtBty-fty& strong, were from the sontliward : 
tfaat is, captain Daniel Morp^n's conipaoy from 
Tli^nia ; t&at of captain William HendricliB* 
tVom Cumberiniid county In Pcnnsylrania, anil 
captain Matthew ' Smith's company ffom the 
county of Lancaster, in the latter proTtnce. The 
residue, and bulk of this corps, consisted of troops' 
IVsm Massachusetts, Httode-Island and Connec- 
liout. It has flown from liiy memory, vlielhcr 
we had any from Neiv-Hampshire ; but there 
is an impresldoB on my mind that we had, as 
general Dearhorne, who was of the latter pro- 
vince, commanded a cempaay in tlie expedition^ 
Ail these men were of as rude and hardy a race 
ar Oursetves, and as unused to the discipline of ik 
camp, and '8» feailess as we were.' It fell to me 
to know mmy of Uicm'HITirwards intimatclyj 
speaking generally,' without any allusion to par- 
ticqhirs, they were an exceUent body of men*. 
termed by nature as the siaminftof anarmy, fit- 
ted ■for atongh and tight di-fencc of.the Uita-lies 
of their eonnfry; "The principal distinction be-. 
twcenuB, was in our dialects, 'oiiir arms,! and' 
our drcBS. Each man of (he three companieB, 
bore a rlAe-barreled gun, a (omeliawk, or unall 
axe,- and n long knife^ usually called a "acalp- 
ing-knife," which served for all purposes, la 
the woods, ilis under-dress,, by no means in 
a military s^Io, was envered by a deep ash- 
eolored hunting-shirt, leggins and moekaaiusy 
If the latter could be procured. It was the sil- . 
ly fallen of tliose times, for riilcmeQ to ape 
the masnerB of savages. 
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Our oommaodcr Arnold,' vna of a remarkable, 
character. He was bi-ave, even to temerity, was 
beloved by thu soldiei^, perhaps fur that <juali- 
ty only : — )ic posaes§ed great powers of pcrsua- 
sion, was complaisant : but witbal sordidly ava- 
ricious. Arnold was a Ebort bamlsome niaiti of 
a florid complexion, Btoutly made^ and forty 
years old at least. 

On the other band Moi^an ^ras a lai^ strong 
bodied personage, whose appearance gave tbo 
idea history has left us of Belisarins. , His 
manners were of the severep cast; but wherc_ 
lie became attaeliod lie w as kind and truly' affee- 
tionate. TJiis is said, from experience of the 
inost sensitive and pleasing nature; activity, spi- 
vit and courage in a soldier, procured bis- good 
will and esteem. 

Hendriclis was tall, of a mild and beautiful 
countenance. His soul was animated by a gen- 
uine spark of heroism.' ' Smith was a good look- 
ing man, had the air of a soldier, was Illiterate 
and outrageously talkative. The oJBecrs of the 
eastern troops, were manjof ibem men of sterl- 
ing worth. Colonel Clinstoplier Green seemed' 
too far advanced in life ror'sucli hard service, 
yet be was inspired by an ardour becoming a 
youth. He afterwards did tlie public good 
service at Ucdbank on the Delaware, in tbe 
autumn of 1777. Major* Meigs, Febiger ami 
Bigelow, were excellent obaraeters. As we act- 
ed In the advance, the latter gentlemen were not 
well known to us, until sometime afterwards. 
Your father was too young to eiijoj any other 
honor, than that of exposing hiinseirin the cba- 
racier of a cadet, to every danger. This little 
Army in high spirits, marihed from Prospeet-- 
bill near Cambridge in Massachusetts, on the 
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iiih of S^ember, 1775, tuMi arrived at STevi 
buryport (wbich ia formed Inr Ih^ wflUra of tbe 
Merrimac river) on tbe foIlowiDg day. This 
plaee, at that time, was a small' but oommercial 
towDr near the border of MassachuaettH. Here 
ve remained encamped fire days, providing our- 
■elvcis with Buch articles of real necessity, as our 
smftU means afforded. On the afternoon of the 
sixth day, we embarlLedaboardof ten transports; 
sailed in the evening, and at dawn of day des- 
cried the mouth of the Eennebeo river.. The 
wind was strong but &ir. The distance of tbii 
rua was 150 miles. .We ascended the river to 
eolenel Cobourn's shipyard ; here we left our 
vessels, and obtained batleaus, witli which we 
proceeded to Fort-we&tem. At tliis plaee, on 
tbe day of ouc arrival, an arrangement was 
made by the commander in chiefs which in all 
probability sealed the destiny of your parents 
It was concluded, to despatch an officer and seven 
men in advance^ for the purposes of ascertaining 
and marking thQ paths, wbich were used hy tbe 
Indians at the numerous carrying- places in tbe 
wildefoesB, towards the heads of tiie river; and- 
aUO). to ascertain the course of the river Chau-. 
diere, which runs from tbe beightb of land, to- 
wards Quebec. 

To give some degree of certainty of success'' 
to BO hazardous an enterprise, Arnold found it 
aecessai^ to select an officer of activity and cou- 
rage ; the choice fell apon Archibald Steele of 
Smith's company, a man of an active, courage- 
ous, sprigbtly apd hardy disposition, who wa» 
compliinentcd with tlie privilege of naming bis 
companions* These consisted of Jesse Wheeler, 
George Merchant, and James Clifton, of Mor- 
gan's} aad Bobert Cunningham,. Thomas Boyd^ 
B 2 
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^•ha Tldd, and JtAin M'Koab^, of SmitVs ootA-^ 
Ipatiy. Though s very ysuth, yet in a- sbisII ie- 
gree aoenstomed to harSsliips» derived from long 
narches in the American voodsy Steele's course 
oC selection next fell upon ymit &ther, who was 
Ms messmate and friend. Two biroh-bark ca-t 
noes were provided ; -and two guides, celebrated 
fov the management of such vater eraft, and 
who knev the river as high up as the Great- 
carryfiig-place vere ako found. These were 
Jeremiah Ctetehelt a very respectable man, and 
John Home, an Irishman who had grown grey 
hi this cold climate. - 

- This small party, nneoiiseious of daager, and 
animated by a hope of apidause ftom their coun- 
try, set fttrward from Fort-western in their light 
. harks, at the rate a£, from fifteen to twenty, and 
in good water, tweii(y-five miles per day. Theae 
oanees are so lights that a person of common 
strengthf may capry one of the smaller kind^ 
such as ours were, many hundred yards without " 
halting.* Yet they will hear a great burthen, 
and §wlm nearly gunwale deep; an admirable 
description of them ia gi^^n by Heame, ia bis 
Journey to the Coppormine-riveri, ■ Steele's ca- 
noe, bore Ave men with their atms and baggage, 
which last was indeed light in quantity and qua- 
lity, one barrel of pork, one bag of meal, and 
300 weight of biscuit. The other canoe carried 
seven men, theif arms and baggage, and a due 
proportion of provisions. 

On the evening i^ the 2Sd of September, our 
party arrived at Fort-Halifax, situated on -the 
point, formed by a junction of the Sabaslieoog 
and Kennebec rivers. Here our "coromaoder 

• See Note 1. at the «id. 
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iK«H«i wafr Mented hf » «apt»iii Htnitoa. <n» 
Huddlettoae, inTitin^ hia aod the eompany to 
his hoaw. The imriution was gladly aeecpted* 
as the aoeommodation at the Fort) nhicli era* 
listed of oldBlaok-hoaBee and a ■toeade in a miB' 
Mn atate> did not admit of much eoDifert; kesides 
it was inhabited, aa our friend the captain Bud< 
bra rank tn-y. Here for the first time the ap- 
plication of the American term •< tory," vas w- 
flned to Die by the eaptaia. Its European defi' 
Kition was well known before. Another iiUer- 
eatiag vonversalion, uponthepart of (lie capttun» 
struek my miad as a great euriositj' ia oalnrat 
fatstorj, and ^¥ell deserving eommcmaration; be 
observed that he had emigrated to tlie p)fte« 
be then resided at, ahoat thirty yoaru beforei 
raost probably with -his parents, fur he did not . 
then appear to be Atuoh beyond forty. That at 
that period the eommon-deer whieh now )nha> 
Mtfl our more southern climatei was the only an- 
imal, of the deep kindj vhioh they knew, iin- 
lesB it was the elks ; and them but imrtially. 
In a sh«K space of time the moose- deer appeared 
iu small numbers, but increased annually after- 
wards/ and as the one speeies became more nu- 
merovs, the other diminished : u) that the kind 
of deer first- spoken of, at the time of this infor- 
mation, aoeonling to the captaiu, was totally 
driven from that quarter. The moose-deer reign- 
ed the master of the forest. I'his anecdote, if 
true, might in sueh minds as those of Bnffou, or 
De Paw, gire oceasious to systoms in natural-bls- 
Inry, totally ineonsistent with tlie laws of nature; 
still there may be something in it ; animals like 
hnman beings* whether forced by necessity or 
from ehoicr, do emigrate. Many instances might 
be given of this oireumstance of the animal eco- 
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aomr. In varioUB piM^s of the world. Thttftbovt 
relulion is the only iDslaitee which .has ciHDe to. 
my knowledge, where oue species has expelled 
another of the same e^nus* If the fact he true, 
it is either effected bj a species of warfaret or 
Bome peculiarity in the appearance of the ooe 
kind, and of horror or perhaps of disgust in the . 
other, we know the rock-goat (ateinbock of the 
Germans and boquetin of the French) formerly 
inhabited the low hills of southern France and 
of the Pyrenees ; they have been driven thence 
by some pfteuUar caui>et for they are now eon- 
Aoed to the tops of the highest mountains in 
Europe. It is tniCi it lias been frequenflj' ad- 
vanced by men of respectability »ad information 
in Peonsylvaaia, that the grey-fox which is indi- 
genous in the United States, and all Xorth Ame- 
rica, has been driven from the Atlantic sea-coast 
into the interior,, hy the introduction of the red- , 
fox from Europe. But we have no sufficient 
data to warrant this assertion. The truth pro- 
bably is, that as the grey-fox is a dull and slow 
animal, compa^d with ihe sprightliness, rapidi- 
ty, and running of the rcd-fost that the first has 
been thinned by the huntsmen, and gradually re- 
ceded from the seacoast to the forest, where,, 
f^om his habits, he is more secure. The cun- 
ning and prowess of the latter, has enabled luui 
to maintain his station among the farms, in de- 
spite of the swiftness and powerful scent of the 
dogi. But that which puts this assertion out of 
view, is that thered-fux is indigenous through- 
out Xortb America. He and the grey-fox are 
found in the highest latitudes, but there, their 
•hjns are changed into more beautiffil furs than 
those of ouri, by the effects of climate. An- 
other notion has beea'atarted within theseSO 
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years pasf, of the fbx Aqnhrel, espollhlg die 
large grey squirrel : but it ii fallaeronB. 

Be these things as tliey may, we gpeot nn 
agreeable and most weinble evening with tiris 
respectable manj and bis amiable family. On' 
tbe tolloningday, wxr party rose early, and ae- 
eomiianied by our boat, waited opon tbe t&r^f , 
who then shewed himself fo be an honest nmnt 
of independent prineiples^ and who elaimed the 
rigbt of thinking for biinBelf. He exchanged S ' 
barrel of smoke-dried salmon for a bni'^el of- 
porkj npon botiest terms. We set oat from this 
place* welt [ileased with our host* the eld tory, 
and oar bargain. In a very Tew days, ' withouC 
other aeeident than the sprainitip of I^ntenant 
Steele's anc)c> by his slipping, whew enprying m' 
eatioe over the path, at one of tbC' intermediate 
portages, wo arrived safely at Korrigewae' f&lls. 
Coming io iha landing' place, the water beta(( 
smofllli and vei^ deep, a rodi, as we passed It, 
dreff myattention very panicularly, it was 
standing in a eonieal.form, five feet in perpen^ 
dieular heiglit, and ten or twelve ffeet in di< 
ameterat the.bsse. I observed that next the 
water, the face of the roiek, which was s Hn- 
ish (tin!, was, a« it were, scalloped oaf, down 
ttf the very water's edge. Asking Gctcbel how 
this had occurred, his reply was that the Indi- 
aoe, in former times;-- had from thenee obtained 
their spear and arrow points. It seems unrea-' 
sonable that without a knowledge of iron, they 
shontd have been capable of exeeutinff snob a 
labour. However, upon observation and reflee-' 
tioir, einee GctchePs time, an inducement from 
experience and reasoning occurs, which Influ-- 
enees me to believe, that he might hafe been' 
eerreet in bis obserratioii. The roek, bo doubt. 
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atill Mmainst and there is loiBiire for iaquiry 
and discussioD. 'We were hurried. The viUi^ 
within one hundred yards of the pitch of th«- 
fall, was evidently a deserted Indian town. IVe 
saw no one there ; It was witbout the vesligo- 
of inhabitants. Dressing osr vintiuiU here at 
mid-day, an ooourreaee happened, which dis- 
gusted me in an extreme degrer. On this day, 
an estimate of our food, was made, and an allots 
ment In quantity to each man, though no actu- 
al separation of shares took place, as that, it 
was agreed, should liappea at the twelre-mile 
carryhig plaee. By the estimate now made, it 
seemed that there was sometUng of a sarphis. 
As we had had hard work, that and some pre- 
ceding days, and harder fare, our gaod com- 
mander was inelined to indulge us. The sur-, 
plus was allotted for this da^'s fare. It hap- 
pened ' that M*Konkey was, by routine, the 
cook. He boiled the meat, (veget^e ^d of 
any kind was not attainable,) ana whev saunter- 
ing towards the fall, he eallcd us to dinner. Vfe 
came eagerly. He was seated on the earth, near ■ 
the wooden bowl. The company reclined aroOnd 
in a like posture, intending to partake; when 
M'Kottkey raising his vile and dirty hands, 
struck the meat, exclaiming, " By G — d this 
was oup last comfortable meal." The indeliea- . 
oy of the act, its impiety, and the grossness of 
the e'spresaion, deprived the eoiDpany of appe- 
tite. On seTcral subsequent occasions M*K(hi- 
fcey showed himself as mean in spirit, as he was 
devoid of decency. We soon lid ourselves of 
him. Many years afterwards, at Lancaster, .in ' 
Pennsylvania, he applied and receiveda loan by 
■way of charity from me, wliieb he meanly soli- 
cited with the most alyeot syeophaney. So true 
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it is, In. general, that those vho disregard the 
ntiai deeeAeies of life, are equ^y incapable of 
tliOBe Tirtues vhieh make man respectable in 
society. 

Od the afternoon of this day, ive erossed to 
(be west side of the river below the fall : search- 
ed for, end with difficulty foitnd the cartyii^ 
place. Having taarked it with precision, we 
rested awhile. On'tiie west side of the river, 
net very distant from ua, there was a considera- 
ble extent of natural meadow.* One of our par- 
ty, exidoring the conntry for deer, met with two 
white men who had come from a distance, mow- 
ing the wild grass of the meadow. An agree- 
ble barter ensued — \ie gave salted pork, and 
they returned two fresh beaver t^ls, which, 
when boiled, renewed ideas, imbibed with the 
May-butter of our own country. Taste, , howe- 
ver, is arbitrary, and often tlie child of neces- 
sity. Two years before this, acorns had sup- 
plied me with a precarious sustenance, on a 
jonmeyfroti Sandusky to Pktsbui^, it momen- 
tarily sustained life and bodily labouj", but the 
consequence was ill' health. Your riespectable 
kinsman, iGcneral Gibson, received me into his . 
hoBse at Logstown on the Ohio, and restored me 
Round to my parents. These minute matters 
are noted here, from an expectation, that know- 
ing the privations men may suffer in respect to 
food, you will each of you iTmember to receive 
the dispensations of Providence, of every kind, 
if not with thankfulness, at leafl with submis- 
sion. 

'We passed tbeiiortage of Xorridgewoc falls. 
Thenoe for several days, th« navigation for such 
oanoes as oars,' was tttlcrahle, and in the most 
part eenveaient, ^e aseCnded the river rapid- 

• See Note II: ' 
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If, blasins evQiy can^ips-lrfiiee. Hftring naw 
seceded nany milos from the laat white inha- 
ItUautB at NmridgcwoBi, it beeaoie o» tfaercfopQ 
to proceed cautiously. A circumspeclion iTas 
adoptedt wiuch though prudent in die predica- 
ment vie were id, appeared to be rather harBlt 
to the feelinf^; the firing of a gua was irIu- 
bited) though the wether was chilling, we diur- 
ed scarcely make a smoke at night. Angling 
&r trout and chub in ihe morning and eveaingi 
made up our stock, of freshfood. We' frequeat^ 
If gaff ducks, ho, and many mooae-deer, yet 
we diBcharged no( a gun; in truth we had beeK- 
made to believe* that this eoiintry had numeroua 
Indians in it. 

The pat-ty proceeded without molestation, bat 
from natural rock, aaA a strict current ^by the 
S7th of Septembrr,) to the twelve-mile carry- 
ing-place. Hei'c anew scene opened. Our guides 
professed that neither of them had ever beea- 
nortli of this place across the oarrjing-plaoe* 
but Gctchel alleged he had hunte<^o the east 
of the river. 

Now wc'assumed the title of being ourewD, 
guides, giving to Getchel dne respect and atten- 
tion for his information relative to the route 
north. He informed me that the course of the 
river which is iryudicioUBly oalltfd the «'Dead 
river" tended 60 or iOO mUes Dortherly, took 
a short turn southwardly, and was then within 
13 miles of ns. That that part was full of ra- 
^ds, and impassable to boats, or even canoes. 
We seart^hed tbr the carrying-plaee, and finiod 
a path tolerably distinct, which -we made more 
so by hli^ing the trees and snagging the badin' 
with our tonmhawkE; prooeeding until eTeniney- 
tbe party encamped at the roarfin <uf a sbmII 
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lake, perhaps about half a mile yridCf where 
there was pleat; of trout, which dd Clifton, 
who was good at angling, caught in abuodance. 
Were, in a conference on the subject, it waa re- 
solved that two persons of the party should re- 
main, (with about one half of the proTiaions,) 
until the return of our main body, calculating 
the return would be in eight or ten days. It 
had been obaerred that Clifton, being the oldest 
of the company, yet brave and a good shot, from 
the . fatiguea we bad endured, liad begun to flag. 
With the assent of our cbiel^ the younger part 
of us proposed to him to remain where wc then, 
were, with the better part of (he provisions. 
After considerable altercation he assented, on 
condition of his liaving a companion. The young- 
OBt of the party, nominated M'Konkey, who 
could not restrain his joy at the proposal. It 
was advis«d for them to retire to the south end of 
tho pond, perhaps a mile, and there, as in a per- 
fect rece^, remain concealed ; knowing M'K-On- 
key, the consequences were foreseen. After the 
aecemplishmemt of this aSair, lieutenant Steele 
parted the provisioa apprt^riated for the march- 
ers, not by pounds or ounces nty dear eliildrcn 
bat by " whose shall be this." Some of you have 
been tanght how tliis is done, if, you should 
have forgotten, it will be well now to tell you 
of it. 'I'he principal of the party, if he is a 
gontleman and man of honor, divides the whole 
portioi^ equally into as many p^rts as thcru are 
men including himself; this is done under (he 
eyes of all veoccrnedf.and with their approbation, 
the ofilcer then directs some one of the compa- 
ny to turn his back upon him, and laying j^ia 
. liand on a particular' portion, asks " whoso shall 
be this I" The answer is hap.bazard> A. 8. &e. 
C 
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nr an; otber of tlie party. It lias frc(|ue»U;. 
oefiurrstif that we w^e eom[Klled.to divide Urn 
neeeasafies of life in this way, and it could not 
Iw.fairiy aaid« th»t any, fraud or cireuuTention 
took place. 

fSeptember 3St\t, we left Clifton and bis corn. 
I^uqa in a most droaxy wild, but witb enaugb 
to. support tbem ; and if tbey would act honor> 
ably, to assist ui. A Uughabte oe^arreeee «i- 
sued. Sergeant B^d and myself had, tbatday, 
the charge ofvunloadioK and loading; the euioes, 
vhio}i< as customarily, being very light and easi- 
ly blown off sliorc by a puff of wind, were drawn 
lialf their lengths on the hcaeh ; we mn a race 
-who should perform bis duty soonest — lie um'ved 
lirst. Taking up his canoe suddenly, but hop- 
ing to liRve a belter stand than the shore pre- 
sented, he set his foot on a large beil of moss 
seemingly fiFtn, and sunk ten feet into as cold 
water, while fluid, as was ever toucbetl. Vfc 
soon passed the pond, found the path, mwkcd 
it, . and oame, at the end of sevet-al miles, to n 
second pond, if my recelleetioa serves^ larger 
thsm the former : tniTeraiog this, we encamped 
more cautiously than ever- On the next <hiy^ 
pursuliw the path, and marking it, a third pond 
of sraall diameter was presented to ntir >iew. 
PMsing this, by the evening we encamped on 
the north-bank of the Uead-rner, 

This rivcT) which is nothing more than anes- 
teBsion ef the Kennebec, is called by this re- 
markable name, because a cnn^nt, a fnw miles 
below the place we were now at, and for many 
»iiiles above it, is im)iereeplible. It is deep and 
perhaps two hundred «n(l flfTy yards wide. The 
ground we fooled within tlic Jast three days, is a 
very rngged isthiaus, whieh focnw the great 
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bend of the .Kennebec. Coming fra» tfae Ingk 

groantl towards the Des<l<river, we paued « Iv^ 
wAieii ai^eured, belbre we entered Ur as a beaQ* 
tiAiI plat of lirifi ground, level as a bonliog green^ 
mA covered by an el^ant green moss. That 
day» t»-aave ray shoei for severer service, mock- 
asina lisd been pnt ia tbeir plaee. Every step 
we roade« sunk u% knee-deepin a bed cif wet turf. 
M^ feet were, pained and lajceratcd by t4ie snafus 
bf the dead pineBT a foot and mare below the 
'surface of the moss; these aod many other oe- 
curreoet^ which liapp«oed aflerwardp, coitvjuc- 
ed me more than. r^ing could, of the matnier 
of the fi>rmation of turf. Sometimes, to lighten 
tb» canoes whca.nscendiDg striet water, several 
of us would disembaiid aad proceed along shores 
and- on many ocoasions,. traverse a point of land 
to save distance. Dtting this, we uftcB mot with 
what we thought a flat. ground covered by mots. 
KnteriQg the parterre, as it might be called* 
and riumiag along that wbieh we found to be u 
log covered with moss, the moisture on the log, 
woAild eauw a foot to slip— down we wonld come, 
waist deep in a bed of wet moss; sueh inoidents 
alwajs efieiited a laugh. A spark, if tbesfi beds- 
of Htass had been dry, aS' they were wet, would 
have ' made a dreadful eonflagratitKi: the itppei: 
eouotry seemed tbi-ougfaQutas if covered witlfc 
it.- To the south and west of the bog &r%t men- 
tioned, there was a natural meadow of greii4 
esteot. On the west it readied^ seemingly, to, 
th«- foot of the mountains soveral miles «lf. A. 
.beautiful creek serpentined ttirough it and form- 
ed a convenient harbor and landing place, oppo-- 
site to our oamp, and directly to which the la- 
dian path led us.. 



The ti^wr tNes af this, «m in h greol: msA-' 
~3iu« differcHt ^nim thMe of oov esm^;. Uwe 
iire«eitber oaks, kitdiori«>r papban, mafAea or 
loauitsj but ihase U a ^preak yin^ty af etbeir 
■kinds of eieelteak timber, audi a» tbe white and 
7*)knr piaes, henlat^f^c^ar, ejrpFtnay and all ikn 
• qpteicBof tbe fin. Thssetreei* iatbe lowgroinnbr 
' grawtoftTerjiJanK m^ mi AebUls, asweap- 
|weaeh northwardlj, tlwy seem to dwin^» par- 
tieulariy ai t* tame totbc " boigbtb Of biBd }" 
but agaia ns« to a saperb beigbt, a» v» desoead 
tato the interraJe* oa the atreanis roBDiag into 
: Camda. Among tb« trees of tbis eomti^* tbeva 
afe two vhieb mMmepartieidar notieo, btmsi* 
ret tlieir ramaifcaUe qualitieB. These are. tbe 
Msam fio» (Canada balsam. Baira of Gilead 
&Tt or balgamum Caaadmse fiaus baltomta .- 
wbicb produces tbe {wrest turpentine,) and tho 
yellow biroh. Tbe first, ak its vhI^p name im- 
ports, jrielda a telsamic liquid,. Trbich bas becu» 
nad-perhaps now is, rauGh esteemed by tbe m»- 
dioal profoflsion. Tba barb is smooth, except 
' tbat there are a vast namber of wbite and lueHl 
proti^erance upon it, of tbe size of a fi agee 
or tbumb-aaii, bulgbag from.tbe surraeeof tbe 
- bark. This tree growa to tbe siae of fpora Ifi ta 
' SO incites ID diainetev. From the essays made, it 
•seemed to me tbat a vial eoataining a. giU, migbt 
be filled io the spaee of an hour. Gotehel, aur 
gaide, taught me its use. la t^e raorainf; wben 
we rose, pTaci ng tlie edge of a broad knife at the 
luidcr side ef the blist«', aad my tips at tbe op- 
posite part, on tbe baek ef the kai&, wbieb was 
oeolined, tbe liqaor Sowed into my moutb frt»- 
fy. It was beatiag and oonlial to the stamaefc, 
attended by an agreeable pungenoy. This pmo- 
tieci wbieh we wli^ed> in tul likelUioodf eoS' 



trij^Vte* 49 the prcaerfA^ao of Ivwltb. Fo» 
though iBKch wet weatUer eoiued, and we lay af-, 
ten OB ^>w ftpd damp KTonndf md b«4 ver; iu»!- 

'«y MeeeauooB sf ,eolo atsui^duire j it does noi 
IMiw (Mcnr to nw, tbat any one ^f os. ww uutUr 
«d by sicltDe^B, diuruig. this ard)iou8 ^eivwub 
T^e y«Uow birch is useful m mtiD/ purtiouiwr 

-f^^wtces to the oatiy*>> They fono the btidj 

■^ tiw tfee iif tfi settiflg-pelev, pafldles. e^wou* aw 
jbadtesi ■ The )Mirki its better propertj, lervff 
IW a aoTering ior Uifi fraiae of Uie Gf^nea, much 
!)& the same manner a« the Ki^imux. a^d GreeSf 

. Jaodera. spplf the. aeal bIud. To you it tai¥ . 

.flfip^^ to be a sinagfi assertiea, but to qm k 
•eems tni^ that fhe btreh-fam-k eauoe is the mosJE 

J^eniiw jiieee (^ nubchaniiWi, mao ia a ruiie 
state is. eapable of peefbrraing. - Tbjs bold ide» 
«<«iVur«s a disttlosure «f the means and the num- ' 
nW'Of the vavltt which shall be doqe before! 
Uave the Bu^jeot/* From the Inrk of yor 
^w-biroh, .the Indian also forms bowls, , and baii- 
^tets of a most bcantiful ooostructiont and U eve|i 
«erT«s %» a wraHKir for an; nice matter whi<^ 
}t is wished to heap securely, much in the man- 
ner we use bEowa wraMODg-ipaper. The a^ew 
wioe of the jrellow-btrch tree at a distance, i* 
AWBOpieaouB. Af^iKAo^iiiS near it* in the au- 
itamn, it seems iovalted inrslls, something iw- 
^nWng hM^ oireular rounds of parefainent, ^ 
.^reUow paper. Thrae is in my piind no quea- 
-tisai hot that unoiw a niuDerons ami industry 
■ MMpaoptet suoh as live Ohinete^ this indt^nmu 

' gpcodnet wMtM become a^ article nf-gaoerRl use 

' ik varies wayA. The faik^ wlwn tak«a- fim|t 
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ttetree, may be olMidAed lengiUiwite of the treei 
f^m oa« tftfour feet In bmtdtbj and of a lengtb 
eqiul to the rircumference. It is sotnetimes 
whitB with a yTHowisfa east, bat more usoaUy 
of a pale, and sometimt^s oFa deep goM colonr.' 
It la ]iar1ible, when ever so thi«k, into the moat 
film; sh^g. The IndiAns,for canoes, use Itof tbe 
ibickness of from a fbarth, down to the<^hth ef 
an inehi'aecording to tbe size ofthe vessel. Cnri^ 
mitf and ooNTenieiice, made us reduee it onen 
to a film, by no means thicher or more sdbBtaii- 
tiai, than the silky paper we obtain from India. 
f^Xt serrea equally woll for the pencil as paper.—- 
'Ink-howerer flows upon it. — In the - ooiirse of 
time a tnedinm nay be diseoTered to preehiAe 
this inconvenience— this barit wilt jureserve bet- 
ter than paper. 

The company, not apprehending the reverses 
wbieh fortnnc had in store for them* left the 
encaiirpment (September 30tb) fall of eodrage 
and hope, though a strong drift of snow, whieh 
-fvhitened a^l the surronnding hillg, bad fallea 
dnring- the night. Hating smooth water, we 
padAedavray mcrrilyt probably for thirty miles. 
Oetehel, liesides his sheer wi^om, possessed a 
Ibirge fund of knowledge, concerning the oosit- 
iry, whieh he' had derived from the abori- 
gines, and much humorous aneedotei with 
vhieli, in spite of our privations, lie made uft 
laugh. It was omitted to be mentioned, ttiat 
before we left our Inst encampment, it became 
a resolntion of the whole partyj tluit the pork 
in the 'possessien of each one, shodld be ea- 
ten -raw, and to'eat bnt in the morning and 
eveninp;. As we eould not obtain food, in this 
miserable portion of tbe glebe, even for money; 
if we had it, tai having . notUng ehe than onr 
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n«w 'aiia ^aur-eMra^ to diApeoa^'Oa: M&Si- 
qaainted -^itli-the true' distanee i^ our^expRdi- 
tion^ '^ «« bad n«ithflr map nor ofiart, jeti 
n!Bolv«d to ticeomplish our enlers at She bazani 
of' bur lives— w« - pruileitU.v began to hoard oitr 
^roTi«ion ; lialf i oiEouit and btdt' an inph square 
of raw pork, became tluB evening'g meal. The 
dtf^s journey brou)^t us to the foot of a rapidf 
irlii£h eonTincedu8thattbcterm'<'Dead-riv*r**' 
vas much misapplied. The night was flpent» nA 
upon fettthorB, blit the bntncbea of-tbe .fir of 
tke spi-QKe. ' It would astonisli you, my dear chil- 
dreOf-'ir there iras leisvre to.expIaifi to'you the . 
tnttny cemferts and advantas6»r those trevs af- 
fiiFd, to the way-worn trareller. Suffice it now 
to say, we retted well. ■ > 

October ist. The morning brdsght on new , 
tutors. Oar eeeondary guide and inyself, think- 
iog that we- could manBge the water, slipped 
into' our' canoe. — Oetchel aod another woiied 
Steele's, while our compfinions, erossii^ the 
bill, marited the carrying-place. Pram oar- - 
eamp two-thirds at least of these rapids, wer« 
ooneealed from our View. In muek danger^ 
and by grvat exertion, we surmounted tbemy 
in less taan an hour. Taking in our - companyt' 
we bad good water liH the evening, whoK 
we it'ere iittjieded by a preeipitate lalt of fbar 
feet.' We ebeamped. October 2d. CaiVyini^ 
here, we; bad good water all the neit iay: Merc 
iktigtie asd great lassitude of body, most Melyi- 
IB a good neasare,- owing to the want of fbo^ 
caused' n» to sleep well. From eautionary no^ 
tires 'OUT gims,- thoiif^ not nnoared ferr were 
«onatSet«d aa useless,' iii the way of obtaidifl^ 
ftod, -;8Aerat' of our company angled suecess- 
fnily for trMtj and a delicious tAeut, wUebwv 
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to me* as ssimtiiBe nfierwwds, tt^ fpiepda gfs- 
fcnl StnpMn* BAbertObc^ iwd-«fs«lf, woDf 
tnn at tbe pshit of dtwUk 'Fhu >oa trill S«4 
iB^ie ttquti. Cwnym^n few perelm wraoM 
«Ju3 preejplee, . ve - e»t into gvod wdtor* Md 
then pwfiiimed a wvere daf» li4w> 

Oetfllwr M. Hie evcoins 1h<*u^ w to Wit 
oncMBpowBt* OB tbe nralh aidv w tit« rirer. 
Anglii^ wm« reflortod to fiw jH»pd-»B*fse>Mtf 
Boj-d, obKcrTing low grennd »n thfi •th^sMy 
(rf'tfae river* and an uMeemmaa eolibKH ia tli« 
maiMTt 'f»»Bt>4 ever, and ia ma boar rttanad 
«itfa a Aitea troat, of estraordiaarr t^^aram^ 
I>ag> broad and thiek. Tbeakinwafl of a.verjT 
'dark hue» beauUfully sprj&kl«4 witii deeperiai- 
, wm. spots. ' Bo;d haid caaght tbepeina lai^ 
and deap sppiaa^eed. €«Btn»Mine tbem wli^ 
ihose we eanghi in tbe river, they were evidaat- 
iy of a dUTereat speeicfl, Tbe i-jver trout, wcr( 
«r » pale graund, with piak «pof ■, aad not •» flat 
•r bnud. Tbe next day, fwoceediDg onward, we 
fere aad tbere taet w}tb rongb water. In ti»p 
ereoti^ we were told, that on the next di^* w« 
probaUy shoaM arrive at the eamp «f Nataoia, 
aa ladian, wbsin«Br eammaader turn inatraeled 
to captore or kiU. Nataois was veH known to 
'tbe white fathttbHanta of tbelawer eowntry: they 
juiew &ain him the geagrapbicel peritlen of I4» 
naidcncc. The aniutrttoted Indias, if be paa- 
MtsaeA good Beo«e» neeestnrily from bis wsad^r- 
s^lt» aB>a boater, beeonta* a geognniber. Ttth* 
Mad nna (as we tnbfrequeat^ kjaew him to be) 
ima faaea wroiq^ally accused to AmoU^ a» » 
fUffi «tatifflHd on this viver to give notiee totlw 
witi^ gotenmieBt, of any paMy pMUfg.thuiHiir 
<«t» Ciesfia : b««^ Hut jnntel mditr. 
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Ooiabte Mk. Ve loeiM Mma malM Mm-m 
nfaere we auppoted kia boose vm. Our emmu 
yun bPBt^^t ufMtn ibe alioBe* -Bod eommiitcd to 
.tke «•]» of tva oF the pitrty. We aniT«d »t the 
home of Natanis* after a taar^i pnihabfy tt£ 
-tiiTQfl , Biilesf over, a flat c«uatni eovercd wUb 
Itines, &f. Appraaehin^ on all udet with ^« 
utaiMt oireamipectiMt} we <an qatckl; ta tiM 
eabin, our riBes prefAred* and in fall belief 
titat -we had caught NiUanis. Seae were per* 
mauioi, at . tlie ai^taOee of 20d' jvrds froui the 
place, thai tbty. saw the snwkc of his fire : 
Sut the Jiiiid was flowu. He was wiser a«d 
more odn^t, than his asa^lantef as you will 
afterwards learn. Tlut liouae was pretty placed 
on a hai^ tweatj feet liigh, about Iweirty yardt' 
{baia the river, tuid agrass {d^ cxleaded areund* 
at mora th«D sbeotin^ distance for a rifle, free 
Svaia timber .and brushwood. Tlie house, for 
,8tn lodlaa eabia, was clean and tightt with tws 
daor^ oae CroBtiog tlie river^ the other oa th« 
opposite side. \Ve found inaof articles of Ib- 
dian fabrieatiaa, evidently such as wacltl not be 
tvtallj' abandoned bjr the uwaer: besidi^si it was 
remarlied, that ttue eoals oa tlie hearth,, fi-eai 
their appesunuce, bad been buvniag at' least 
within a weejc past. Tlutse aotions did not alb^ 
•ur a^refaeadons of meeting with ludiaB.eas. 
mies. The eanoe^. is the mcoHtime,. bavin* 
been brouxht upr we embarked and proceeded 
with aIacrM7> Thie afternoon, in a. course nS 
.some nUet, we catae to astnKtRflowiog fcew 
th« west, er rather the noptbwest. As. we wepc 
(oing along in unoertaiul;, parti; ioclined ta 
take the w«fterly*lrea«, «ae <^ the party for- 
tunately saw a atrong^ i^e, wbieh bad bsMi 
4tifeB domi at the ed||^«ftfae mrtar, wilb-a. 
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^ece'of neatly folded bircli-bark,* iitaerted into 
a split at the top. The bark, as it was placed* 
pointed up the westerly stream, which at its 
mouth, seenieil to ooatain more wather than that 
of our trae course. Our surprize and iittenlion, 
was much heightened, when opening the hark, 
we perceived a very perfeot delineation of the 
streams above us, with several marks whieh 
inust have denoted the hunting camps, or real 
altodea of the map-maker. There were some 
lines, in a direction from the head of one branch 
to that of another, which we took to be the 
course of the paths, which the Indians inlended. 
to take that season. This map we attributed 
t|0 Natanis* if not his, to his brother Subatisr- 
wlra, as we afterwards knew, lived about sevea 
miles up this westerly stream. For when our 
party, after returning to the twelve mile earry- 
iog-plaoe. had again re-ascendeil the river, we 
were told, hy thecrew of one of Morgan's boats, 
that they had mistaken the westerly stream as 
the due route, and had found deserted cabins at 
the distance already mentioned, and the pruijcrly 
ef the late inhabitants, placed in a kind of close 
eagea, made of hircli-bark in the forks of the- 
trt^es; these tliey most iniquiLously plundered. 
Venison, cum, kettles, &e. were the prodm^t. 
Inspecting the map thus acquired, we pursued 
our journey fearif ssly. IVow the river became 
narrower and shallower. . The strength ot'eaeh 
of us, was exerted at, poling or paddling the- 
eanocs. Some strict water interfered, but in a. 
few days* weeameto-the first pond, -at the head 
of the Dead-river. — October 7th. This first 
pond, in tlie -course of th^ traverse we mailoi 
might he about a mile, or -a little more, in dia- 
meter. Here, on a small island, tcareely eon- 
taining one-fourth Qf an acre^ tre disooTered 
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and ntc, a ifclicioas species of ernnberrj', eu- 
tinsly Jiew'to ns. It grew upon a bnsh from ' 
ten to twdTc ftet lii^i> the stock of the thittk- ' 
nesgof the thumbs and the fhiit wrs as hirge as ' 
a Ma;-duke cherry. In the course of one or - 
tffamiles, weTCRched a second pond. Between ^ 
litis pond and the third, y/e carried ; the comma. ' 
nicAtion, though not long, was too shnllow for ' 
oirr cdnoesi 'iTie carrying-place was excessively ' 
riieged> and in higlt water, formed a part of the ' 
bed «f the stream. The country aronnd us, had ' 
no'ir become very mountainous and rough. Sc- 
vcpfll of these Juountnins seemed fo stand on ■ 
insulated bases, and one in particular, formed a ^ 
md'st beautiful eone, of an Immense height. 
\Vc rested for the evening. 

October Sth; Being near the ftrigfttfc of land, ;' 
wliioh '^vides the waters of New-Ene^and, froin ■ 
those of Ctinada, wbicli' run into the St. Law- 
roncc. The weather in conserfuenec of the ap- 
proaching winter, had become piercingly eold. "^ 
My wardrobe, was scanty and liglit. It consisted 
uf a roundabout jacket, of wollen, a pair of 
hnlf wornbnckskin breeches, tw"o pair of wollen 
stockings, (bought at Newlwry-port,) a I'at 
wijii a father, n hunting-shirt, levins, a pair of ' 
mockasins, and a pair of toTerably good shoes* ." 
which had been etoscly lioardcd. • ', 

We set out early, yet jovially. We entcrcifa " 
hike surroumlcd by high and eraggy mountains, '! 
■.m%\ perpendieulap rocks of vci-y considerablu ', 
Hltitilde, which aboTit eleven o'clock, A. M. Cast' 
iis'into a dusky shade. t*ulliRg the paddle, as 
for life,' to keep myself warm, some (rilling ob- ' 
sc^atloii,' which foil from me, relative to tiic 
place' we w^re in, such ns its resemblance to 
iho vale of death, irhicb drew the attcniion of ,_ 
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ihe compaay. Oetehel, ia his dry yiB,y, tui-Ding 
. ''toward me, said " Johniiy, you look like a bfue 

'leather whet-stone." The simpltcity and oddi- 
ty of the expression, and the gravity of his man- 
ner, caused great merriment at my expense, it 

■ was enjoyed on my part, eertain that it was not 

-an expression of dis-esleem, but aSbction» for 

'the Hian liked me. These minim tales and je- 
june occurrences, are related to convey to your 
minds, an idea, how men of true spirit nill beard 
death in every shape, even, at times, trith laugh- 

/ter, to effeotuate a point of duty which is con- 
sidered «3 essential to-the welfare of their coud- 

. tpj". Thus we. went on, incessantly laboring, 
without sustenance, until We came, about 'S 
.o'clock-, to the extreme end of a fifth and the 

^last lake.. This 'days voyage might amount to 
lifteen or twenty miles. 

On this lake, we obtained a fidl view of those 
hills whieh were then, and-are now, called the 

' " Heighth: of land." It made an impression 

- upon us, that was really more chilling, than the 
air whieb surroUBded us. We hurried ashore — 

„.drew out our canoes, and covered them with 
leaves and brush-wood. This done,' with our 

jarms in our haiids> and our provision in our 
jtockets, .we made a raee across the monntain, 
by an Indian path, easily ascertainable, until we 
arrived on the bank-of ihc Cbaudiere river. 

- The distance is about five miles, counting the 
. - rising and descents of the liill as two. This 

'.\fai the acme of' pur desires. To di^wver a^d 
r know the coarse of this river, was the extent of 
our orders: beyond it, we had nothing to do. 
■^ Oup chief, wishing to do every thing a goodoffi- 
, . cei- could* to forward the service, asked, if atiy 
r one eeuld clin^ a tree, arQnad the foot of which 
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ve tiien stood? It was a pine of esttsidflraUe 
heigbt, witlioittbrau^heB for forty feet; Robert 
CunsJDghani, a ^(rong athletic manr abost twen- 
' '-iive j'furs old, presented himself. In almost 
le twinkllag of an eye, he olimbed the tree. 
Be fully disceroed the meandering eourse of the 
river, as upon a map, and even des4»ied the; 
lake Chttudicrei at the distance of fourteen or 
6fteen miles. The country around and between 
us and the lake> was flat. Looking westward, 
he observed a smoke; intimating this to us, 
from the tree where he sat, we plainly pereeived 
it. Cunningham came down ; tbe sun was set- 
ting seemingly in a clear sky. 

. Now QUP return eommeneed — ^It so ooenrred, 
that I was in the rear, next to Getebel, who 
brought it up. We ran in single file, and while 
it was light, it was observed Ii^ me, as we tried 
to stride into the footsteps of the leader, that 
be covered the track with his f^t ; this wa». 
BO mean duty. It required the courage, the 
vigour, and the wisdom, whifch dengnates^ gen- 
uine manhoed. Our-objeet was to be eoneeated 
from a knowledge of any one who might oon>- 
munieate our presence there, to the Canadum 
government. The race was urgsd, and became 
more rapid by the indieations of a most severe 
storm of rain ; we had acareely more than got- 
ten half way up the hitl^ when the shower came- 
down in most tremendous torrents. The night 
became dark as pilch ; we groped the way acrosr 
^e ridge, and in descending* relied en the ae-^ 
curacy of our leader, we continued with speed. 
The precipice was very steep ; a mot, a twig 
perhaps, eaught the buckle uf my shoe: — Grip- 
ped— I came down bead f\)rcm6Bt, unconscipas 
how far, tnit perhaps twenty or tltirly ,Jfoet> 



' ^o\t mj gun remaiDcd unbroken, U is imiiosiii- 
tie to Bay. Wlicn t rtcoveped, it was in my 
hands. My cOBipanioas had out- stripped ine; 
Stunned hy the TaK, Peeling fav the patli "Uh my 
feet, mj arriyal at. the cunoe-place was dehijed* 
till ten at nightf »n hour and more latcp tfaah 
Ipy Triends. An erection called n tent, butitiui>« 
c«Frectlj a wjgwaiii, .was. made in the hurry 
with forks, and eruss-poles, eov^red hy ihc) 
liraactiei of fir. Jt rained ineessantlv: all l^hat 
nii^t* It' the clothes we wore liadheen drjt 
tiiey would have become wet-:— su we laid duwni 
in all those we had on. Sleep came to hi; ejeai 
notjvith standing the drippings of the pelliug 
^topm, through ^Hc humbte roof. 

October Stb.-^We arose before day The ca-r 
noes were urged suddenly intg the water, it stiL) 
nained hard, and at day light we thought of 
breakfasting. Gracious God I what was pur 
fare? What could w? produce for such a Cp^at,"! 
ilummaging oiybreechcs pocVets, I found a son 
litary biscuit and an inch of pork. Half of the 
Ifiscuit was devoted to the breakfast, and so als? ' 
^y each person, and that was eopsiimed ia the 
^jginoss as we paddled. over the lake, The raiq 
had raised the liike, ^d oonsequently the outr 
l^ts ahoi^ four feet. We slided glibly along* 
9ver passages where a few days previously, we 
Itad toted our capoes. At the ipullct of the fourth 
Jake, .ooui)ting as we came up, a ^niall duels 
;^tpeared within shooting, distance. It was a 
iirer, well known in our country — a thing whi«U 
we here contemn. Kpowing'the value of animal 
foodj in our predicament, sevcrals of us fired at 
the iiver: Jesic Wheeler, however, (who all 
fieknowledged. aa an excellent shot,) struck it 
with his balh . A shout, of joy arose— 4h« little 
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(Hvcr was sorely deposited In our eanop. "Wt 

went on qiiii;1il^^ without accident, liU tlie cven- 
itig, probiiblf travei-sing a space of more than 
fafiy miles. At nigltt-fall we lialted, weni7 
and without tasting fl)od since morning. Boyd 
ttml Cunningliam, wbo ncrt; rlght-hand-mni on 
most occasions, sotm kindled a fire against a 
IMIen tree. An oceurrenco tliis evening took 
itlaee, vrliicli my d«ap thiWren jou will hardlv^ 
credit, Iwt whioli (permit ipe to assure you) is 
sacreiUy (rue; the company sat themselves gioo- 
mily around this Bit. The cooks> according to 
iKMitlne, (whether our cliief ot^ ethefs,) pi^ed 
tlie' duekf and when picked and gutted, tt wuk 
brought to the fireside. Here it became a (|ues- 
ttoR, how to make the most of our stock of provi- 
sions. Finally it was concluded to boil the duc£ 
in ourcamp-kcttle, together with each man's bit 
of pork, distfnetively marked by runninga smiUI 
skewer of wood through it, with his particular 
and private designation. That the broth tliui 
formed, should be the supper, and the daek on 
t!ie ensuing morning slinuld be tbe breakfast, and 
whieh should be lUstributcd by *• wlioae shall 
be this," Strange ns this tale may api>ear ttt 
joii, in these times; the agreement was ■ rcH-' 
gioHsly performed. Being young, my nppelllo 
Vias 1 avcnous, as that of a wolf, but honor 
bound iitt! stomacit liglitly. ■ 

■ Xft: rose earir, and each person selected his 
bit of pork, which made but it single mouthful; 
—there was no eontrovePsy.' The diver was 
pftKed most fairly, into ten shares, each one 
eyeing tlie integi'ily of the division. LicAtenanf 
Steele causing the " turning of the back,'* the 
lotdiry gave me a victory over my rcspcotabib 
fliomi GunnlnghAmv Uis share, was ^t,^^,li««<l 
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and the feet, mine one of the tliigh^. Hungry 
Anil miserable as we w'erp, even tbis was sport 
to our tfaoughtleBS minils. In fact, we were 
Bustaincd by a flattering hope, that we should 
soon meet our friends " the army." 

Setting out early on the lOth of October, by 
tbeeveniDg we niiidc nearly fifYy miles. The bit 
of pork and the rest of (be biseuit becatno iny 
supper. My Qolleagues were similarly situ:itei). 
The morning sun saw us without any food. 
We did nol despond. Tbc consolatnrj' idea, 
that on that, or the nest day, we should cer- 
tiunly join the army, iafused energy into our 
minds and bodies. Tet being without foodf 
^ough we loved each other, erery epdearment 
which binds man to man, was as it were forgot- 
ten, in a profound silenee. After a loug days 
Journey slill we were supperleas. 

The sueceeding morning, (nth,) starting ear* . 
ly, we ran at a monstrous rate. The waters by 
iwdltional rains above, had risen greatly. By 
ten or eleven o'cloek A. M. we observed a great 
smoke before us, which from its extent, we 
eould a$!iribe to nothing else, than the encamp- 
ment of the array, our fi-iends and fellow soU . 
diers. After some time, the light caooe, seve- 
ral hundred yards before us, (with Steele and 
Getchel in it,) passed between the forks of a 
tree, which lay rooted in the middle of the 
stream, where most likely it had lain for many - 
years. All its branehes had been worn away 
by the annual frictions of the ice or waters, ex- 
aept tiiose wrhich formed the fork, and those 
stood direetly against the current, nearly a foot 
out of water, and ten or more feet apu^t. See- 
ing our friends pass through safely, and being 
uoODBcious that v» were worse or less advAi- 
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(iuwns vaternen tban-tiiey -won, v« liiked it. 
Weraawitli great veloeily. My good IriahmaD 
steered. By an unlucky strobe of some one of 
oiirpaddies) (for each of us had one,) but from 
bis aituatioD and power over the vessel it was 
fairly attributable to the steersmaDj the canoe 
was thrown a little out of its true course, jast 
as itVas entering the prangs of the fork. Tri- 
fling as this may appear to you, to us it was the 
signal of death. One of the prongs took th* 
light hand sido of the canoe, within six inchei 
of the bow, immediately below the gunwale. 
Quick as lightning that side of the canoe was 
laid open from stem to stern, and water was 
gushing in u[ion us, which would inevitably 
liave sunk us in a second of time, but foe that 
interference of Providence, which is atheistical- 
]y called presence of mind, otherwise a host of 
men could not have saved us from a water^ 
grave. Instinctively leaning to the left, we 
sunk the gunwale of thai side down to the wa. 
ter's edge, by which we raised the broken side 
an inch and more out of It. Calling loudly to 
our companions ahead, they sooii saw our dls- 
tress and put in, at the great amoke. Carefully 
and steadily sitting, and gently paddling, many 
hundred yards, we landed safely. Here was no 
urmy, no friends, no food,— *-oniy a friendly fire, 
kindled by ourselves as we ascended the river : 
it had been our camp. The fire we had made 
bad scarcely more than smoked, but now it had 
crept into the turfy soil, and among the roots 
of trees, and was apeeadovcr half an acre. Our 
situation was truly horrible; AVIten we bad ex- 
amined the broken eanoe, and liad rummaged 
both for the means of mending it, every heart 
seemed dismayed. Our birch-bark and pitch, 
DS 
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h&A been bXbaintcd in fdtinir repairSf'^Te 
weTK without foDdj— perhaps one hundred miles 
from the army, or perhaps that army had re- 
turned to IVew England. That sensation of the 
ftiind culled " The hoi'rorSf" seemed to prevail. 
(xetoliel alone was really sedate and reflective. 
Be ordered the other euide to search for birafa- 
bark, whilst ht; would look among the pines 
for turpentine. We followed the one ot the 
other of these worthies. According to ourindi- 
kationst and ■•on'Tetamed with those desirable 
AaterialB. The cedar root was in pittoty under 
mirfeet. Now a difficulty oecivred, whiclj had 
been unforeseen, and which was seemingly des- 
tructive of all hope. This was the want of fat or 
oil «f-'every kind, with which to make the tur- 
jientine into pitch. A lucky thought occurred 
<o the youngest of the company, that the pork 
blig, lay empty and neglected, in one of the 
eanocs. The tiiought and the act of bringing it 
"were instantaneous. The bag was ripped, and 
as if it had been so much gold dust, we seraped 
from it about n pint of dirty fat. Getehel now 
prepared an abtimlance of pitch. Tlie cedar 
root gave us twine. The canoe was hrouglit up 
*o the fli^. "We found every rib except a few 
ntthe extreme pointsi actually torn A'om the 
^nwale. AH hands set to work — two hours af- 
^crwartls, the oanoc was hurne to the water. 

We enibaiited, and [iroeeeding caQliously, aa 
we thought, along the shore, (for we dared not 
yet, witli our craggj- vessel, ventui-e into deepwa- 
ter,) » snag, standing up btrvam, struck through 
the bottom of (ho eanoe. This accident hap- 
|)cne«l about five hundred yards from the fire. 
TVe put back with heavy hearts and great diffi- 
culty — our friends followed. -It took an bonrto 
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patdi the gap. t^e eup of tHrtmr ^nn ii*t yfct 
ndl. As the ftiBU wore bearing (he wotin(l«I 
canoe t« the water, servant Boyd who poddied 
in the small canoe, which was drawn ap as 
usnaJ, taking hoid of the bow raised it waiK- 
hfgh (as was right) intending to sHdfl it gently 
into the water — the fcanlt was steep und sJipp'ry, 
Oh I my dear children) you eanntit conceive the 
dread and horror thfl succeeding part of this 
aeene produced in our minds : Mr. Boyd's feet , 
8li])ped.r-tliP canoe fell from liia hands — its own - 
■weight falling upon the cavity, formed b; (lie 
deeJivity of the bank and the watei^— broke ijt 
In lli« centre, into two pieces, and which were 
held together by nothing but the ganwales^ 
Now absolute despair for the first time seized 
me. A thought came across my mind, that the 
Alniiglity had destined us to die of hunger, in 
this inhospitable wilderness. Tlie rccolleotion 
■of my parents, my brothers and sister, and the 
clandestine and cruel manner of my deserting - 
them, drew from me some hidden, yet burning 
tears, and much mental contrition. Tiiis was- 
iinkRown, unseen and unheard of by any, but be 
who is present every where, knows every thing, 
and sees our inmost thoughts. <ietchel, (eom- 
paring small tilings with great, who mueh re- 
sembtcd Homer's description of Ulysses, in his 
person, ami whose stayed and aoher wisdom and 
foresight, also bore a likeness to the ts- 
lents of that hero,) resigned, yet thoughtful 
and active, instantly went to work. The canoe 
was brought to the fire, and placed in a proper 
posture for the operation. The lacerated parts 
were neatly brought together, and Bow«d with 
ecdar root. A large ridge of pitch, as is cus- 
tomary in the vonstruction of this-kiod of water 
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craftt VBB hoA over the seam 4« make it vattv- 
tight. Over the seam a patcli of strong bark a 
foot in width, and of a length sufficient to encir- 
cle the bottom, even to the gunwales, was sewed 
down at the edges and pitched. Again over the 
whole of the work, it was thought prudent to 
place our pork bag, which was well saturated 
with liquid fat. It was a full yard widC) and 
was laid down in the same manner. TJiis work 
' which was laborious nearly consumed the rest 
of the day. 

'We set out notwithstandihg'the lateness of tbe 
hour, and would it is likely have gone all night, 
^vell knowing the water below to be good, but 
for an enlivening occurrence, which soon after 
happened. Hunger drove us along at a caul ious 
but rapid rate. The sterility of the country 
above, had afforded us no game, neither moose, 
bear nor wolf: nothing in short, but tbe diver, 
and a red pine s<|iiirrel, which was too small and 
quick to be killed by a bollct. These squirrels' 
did not mucb exceed in size our striped groumi 
squirrel. About dusk tlie lieutenant's canoe, 
four hundred yards before us, had within view, 
turned a sharp point of land, when we heard the 
crack of a rifle, and presently another and a huz- 
za. Apprehending an attach from an enemy, 
we pulled hard to-be enabled to sustain our 
friends. Tn a moment or two-, observing them 
pulling for the north shore, which was steep, we 
looked up it for the enemy. Good Heavens ! what 
a sight ! We saw a moose-deer, falling on the 
top or. the bank. A cry of exultation seamed 
to burst the narrow valley of the river. Steele 
Lad struck the deer in the flank, as it was leav- 
ing the water, butit sprung up the bank with 
agility. Wheeler^'with better fortune for asall, 
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|>i«reed its heart as it' arrired at the top. See- 
log thisjoii can searcelj imagine the celerity of 
our movements. We were ttsbupe in a mument. 
A fire was kindled, the secondarj guitlo cot off 
^e nose, and u|i|>er li)) of the animal, instanllv, 
arid bad it on the fire. What a feast ! But we 
were prwdciit. We sat up all night, Bclepting 
the fat and tit-bits — tV^iog, boiling, roasting 
and broiling, but carefully eating liltlc at a time. 
Towards mornings wo slept a fe^¥ liours, abso- 
lutely eapcless of consequences. We knew that 
we bad arrived in a land where game waa plenti* 
ful» and where there were no foes superior to oui* 
number^ to oppose lis- 

Oct, i2. — -We rose a^er sunrise, and began ac- 
cording topractice, to examine and prepare our, 
^uns. Prepared, mine, was placed against a 
tree ; my duty, in course, was of (he culinary 
kind. George Merchant, my coadjutor, had 
gone to tiie river for water. He ran baek seiz- 
ed his own gun, and intimated that a buU moose 
was swimming across the river towards the 
camp. We jumped to our arms— it so happened 
that my station was rearward. The enormotia 
animal was coming towards us, and not mofc 
thivn fifty paces ofi^ his head and horns, onhr 
above water. The sight was animating. Wheel- 
er and some others fired at his bend, but with- 
ont effect. The extreme desire they bad to pos- 
sesssonoblea prey, proba)>ly caused a tremor 
«f the band, or that part of his body was impe^* 
etruble to our small batls, which is most likely. 
The moose turned and swam to the opposite 
bank. Having got to the verge of the river, bis 
emei^ing was awaited. My ball atruek precise- 
ly where it ought to kill. The huge animal 
rose the bank by serenil bog^ag Inqis* bpt 
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- s^eiAedunkHowingvhicliwaytornn — VTethoiigtit 
Be would fall. Wheeler, and some otiicra, get- 
itin^into tiie eanoes, pursued Iiim b; his bloo^ 
half a mile. When Wheeler returned, he over- 
loaded me with pKUses for tlie aecur&cy of, the 
ihot, and was conAdent that the deer was kil- 
led. We had no time («, spare. We feasteij 
till noon, and in (lie iBtertnediate mttments, cul- 
.^d the entrails far the fat : we even broke the 
hones, and elttpacted {\ie marrow, under the full 
persuasion, that food of an oily nature, is one of 
the strongest mainstays of human life. Of this 
principle, if we had a doubt, we were shortly 
afterwards most irrefragably convinced. We 
depart^ from our eamp Joyously, untortured 
by the fear of starving: our canoe sunk deep 
by the weight of our venison. Bunning some 
miles and suddenly doubling a point, we saw a 
lar^grey wolf sitting on bis haubebes — lie was 
fired at, but the distauee Was too great, — He es- 
eaped. Looking down the river we saw a moose 
swimming from the main to an island — it was 
soon brought down. It proved to he young — of 

. ttbout 300 weight. Ks ears andflanks were much 
tvn by the wolf. This prize constituted veal irt 
our larder. Tlie choice parts were deposited irt 
the eauoes — the i^csidue was at the disposal of 

■ the wolf. 

The following morning, (October IsUi,) em- 
barking early, after noon wc arrived at our first 
eneampinj^ grannd on the " Dead river," in 
good health and spirits ; though pallid and weak, 
for the want of substantial food in diJc quantity. 
By thii time the fat and marrow, of the nni- 
nials we had killed, were eshaualed, and Ouv 
stock of salt had bsen long since eKpendeil. On« 
who has ncTCE been dcprtvetf ol^ ^f^^^ aB" 



salt, npr hnown (be abfienee of .oleaginous siib- 

Btancesin bit huA, cannot make ntruc eitUniatti 
of llic invaluable (xinefilB of suell ingrcdienta, 
in tile suslvntHlioB of Ihe bndii^ frame ; nor of 
tjte exlremitj' of our coqioreiil ilebpify. 

yfa ascended Ibe bank* wliicli is steep, and 
ftbout fourteen feet bigb* ean-jiog our buggage, 
arms and venison> leisurely, b^ pieceineal. Tbe 
eanoes, as being loo heavj' for our strcngtb, 
were aeeured below, in the water, hy yttthea. It 
was imnicdintelv cooi-Iuded to preserve mr pro- 
visions b^ jerking. Tbis operation is done bjr 
slicing the meat into tbin strips. Then driving 
four forks ipto the. eartb, in a sijuare positioa^ 
yt tbe required distance pe;-pendic«larlf, and 
laying poles fr^m fork to fprk, and poles atbwart 
from pole to i^lr. A raek is tbus made, about 
four feet bigb, on.wbieb tbe sjieed meat is [aid, 
and smokerfires qre made uoderneatb. This dur 
ty was soon performed. We now begau to looj^t 
about .us, and discuss the subject of our return 
to Ibe ann^f whieb we badi .before tbis time* 
persuaded ourselves we sbould nieut 41I tbis place. 
Tbe non-appearanec of tbe arip; and oui- dis- 
tress, induced a conclusion tbat we were desertr, 
ed, and abandoned to a disastrous fate, tbe iae- 
^table I'esuU of whicii would be, a jinking inta-' 
eternity for want of food,, for thougli we niigbt 
have killed more, deer, tlw vigour of our bodies 
was so reduced, tliitt we were convinced tbat- 
l^nt. kind of food, could not I'estorc us to our 
wonted energy, and enable us to perform so rug- 
ged and long a niarcb, as tb»t to Ibe frontiers of 
Siainp. .Tbe potion of navigating , tbe river, 
yrfis. sequted as a fallavyi b<'-cause wg did not 
nvtspss a sufUcipot degree of bodily force, t« 
iK«r tde ofUMQS iterae^: tbetwclvc-JsU«-«arryins- 
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plaee. Abi in the case of the rCtrent of the ar-' 
taji, we hod determineil (o follow, it bi^cuiiiff n- 
quiitiEe (o finisb the jerking, which would tuke 
flix days, to make it the more, portable, for our 
feebleness, and preservable if we sjiould have 
wet weather on the march. It was furtiter con- 
cluded (' That lieutenant Steele, Getchel and 
'Wheeler, should iinmediately proceed on foot 
across the twelve- mile-earrying- plaee, to meet 
the arm; : If they did meet it, that they shouM 
return to us with supplies by the end of tliree 
days, but in all events to return.," Havibg 
no doubt of the honor of those gentlemen,' 
the rest of the party remained, ekeerfuUr 
Jerking the meat. Now we experienced the f^ll 
extent of a new species of starving. Having nei- 
ther bread, nor salt, nar fat of any kind, every 
day wc remained here, we became more anu 
innre weak and emaciated. We had plenfy ^t 
meat, both fresh and. dried, of which we ate 
ibur, Ave and six times a day, ia evt-ry shape we 
had the nwans of djressing it. , Though we 
jForged the stom^h, the appetite was unsatiated. 
Something like a diarrhcea en»ued, which con- 
tributed to the isibeeility of our bodies. Bears 
oil would have made our renision savoury, but 
sueh an animal as a bear, we had as yet not seen 
in all our wanderings. On the evening of the 
fourth day, we looked out for aiir absent ooi»- 
paoions with much heartfelt anxiety. Tbcty 
came not. In the morning of the next day, ve 
consulted -upon the question whether we should 
follow the, army. . A majority voted for stayii)( 
a few days longer to eum|dete the Jerking, To 
shew you the great bodily witness .Ve nere 
lirought to, it may he pcoperajt relate the fol- 
toviDg aaeedote as mors evueive of the fii«t, 
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than an^ oiher method which mig^t be adopted, 
to bring it fully to jrour minds. Sei^ant Bo;d 
^^le strongest and stoutest man of the party^ 
and perhaps of the anay,') and mj'Belf, taking 
our arms, descended into a canoe^ and passed 
the river, to the month of the creek before men- 
tioned, intending to go to the next pond on the 
carrying-place, tliere to meet, as we hoped, the, 
advance of the army. We staggered along" 
through the plain, falting every now and then, 
if our toes but touched a twig or tuft of grass. 
Xbiis going forward, we arrived at the edge of 
the moss-bog, whieh is mentioned as we ascend- 
ed the river, and which is one and a half, or 
two miles from the pond. Here my worthy 
friend Boyd, nnable to proceed, sunk down up^ 
on a log. ' My seat, in tears of excruciating 

f;riefi was taken beside him, endeavoring to in- 
use comfort and courage into his manly mind — 
it was in vain, The debility of his body had' 
disarmed his courageous soul. Every art in my 
power was exercised to induce him to pass the 
bog — ^he would not listen to me on that sobject^ 
Melancholy of the desperate kind oppressed me. 
Convinced that the army had retreated, aprug- 

' Bosticfltion resulted in my mind, that we ahoura 
all die of mere debility in these wilds. We sat 
an hour. At length we agreed to return to our 
«tmp, though it was yet early in the afternoon. 
Our oompanione were pleased to see us, think- 

'jng our coming so soon, indicated good ' newij» 
but a gloom of desperation followed. As a last 
effort t« save our lives, we all agreed to pass 
the river the next morning and follow the army^ 
which we were now assured, had returned to- 
Fort- Western. ' £aeh one put into his fcn^saek^ 
E 
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M» mneli 4^ ewmawluBh &od, mb he eouM eaa. 
renieotlj' carry, 

Oct. 17. — We started earl;, pasted .tUe j-iver, 
liutTrom mere ■nability to carry our canoes, loR 
<£heni liebind us, at tbe bank of the -orftok^ 
Marching forwanU as fast as -our feeble Jinibe 
.would carry us. When w« eame to the lov 
where Bojd. had seated, hiras^tf, we wrae filled 
'with extatic j«y to observe, on4he ihr.«ide of 
the bogt a .party of pioneers forming a •causevajr 
far the passage of tbe -aroyy. Our strength .re- 
doubled-— we passed -the bog with OMiHderaUe 
^eed. Our wan and haggard Saves, and utea- 
^re bodies, and tlie monstrous beand« of mjr 
companions, who had negleoted tu carry a razor 
with them, seemed to strike a deep eoreow into 
the hearts of the pioneers. They gave us .a 
littic «f -their food, but "what ^xbilacated -us 
more, wa^ tlie. in formation, that major Febiger' 
with. the advan^ed-guardf l^y at the Dext|U)nd. 
We ^rged forward as iast.aa .w£ eould. Avriv- 
4ng at his fire a.iitUe befsre my eompaQy, «r 
iiwaftaeity to stand coir^peHed me tu mU Febl- 
j^r, in a hurried maoaer, asked wlW'Wewere? 
and f-rom w^enoe we :oameJ A-few >»4tnlB es- 
jplained .the oiyste^'y and oau«e -of .uur -dis- 
tress. A giitteuing'tear.stood in-thts hritve s^- 
■dier's eye. As it were -with a madden nod invo* 
luntavy motion. and much leRdemesS) be handed 
jne his wooden eanteca, (which uootaiBcd .thclaat 
ipirits in the army,) from mc it {aiBseil to£un- 
Dingbamt who had just eenieup, the most gliast- 
Jy and way-worn ligure m nature, from hiui it 
went round to the rest, -who arrived graduall^i 
Aut slowly. The heart of Febiger- seemed over- 
joyed at. the relief he itad, and cpuld altbrd us. 
The liquor had restored our fainting ^jiirits, but 
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this was not enough for his genorositj to exhi- 
bit. He requested us to take seats around tlie 
firct and wait the boiling of his kettlct which 
was well repienished with pork and dumplins. 
TItia was all devoted to our use, aceompaoicd 
bpf an open heartedness and the kindest expres- 
sions of interest fop our sufferings, and regani 
fop our perseverance in our duty as military 
men. This meat to atl of us seemed a renewal 
of life. It Wits accustomed food. Febiger, ers 
tbis time, was unknown'lo us, but in the pro- 
cess of events, he acqriircd our esteem and en- 
tire confideneef as a friend and a real soldier. 
Our more immediate and intimate friends, were 
still bcjond the pond, but coming forward. B;- 
and-bj Morgan came, large, a commanding as. 
peet, and stentorian voiee. He wore leggins, 
and a cloth in the Indian style. His thighs, 
'which were exposed to view, appeared to have 
been lacerated by the thorns and bushes. He 
knew our story from Steele and 'Wlieeler, and 
greeted us kindly. We now found ourselves at 
borne, in the bosom of a soeieQ' of brare men^ 
with whom we were not only willing, but anx- 
ious to meet the brunts of war. This was the 
twenfy-sbcth day we had been absent from the 
army. In the evening we resumed our stations 
in our 'respective messes. It was now fully ex- 
plained to us, why Steele had not brought us 
relief. He' had met the advance of the army 
on the Kennebeck side of the earrying-plaee. 
Always alert and indefatigable, when any duty 
was to be done ; the labours of the men In car- 
rying boats, barrels of flour, &c. were intoler- 
able, and required the strength and athletic 
exertions of the officers, and particularly §uch 
as lieutenant Steele, to enliven them in their da- 
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:i.y. lA beftring a heavy' bnVden over riigged 
ground, be fell and sprained or dialocated bis 
shoulder. Notwithstanding this accident) be 
had ient us supplies, biit the bearers, either from 
cowardice or other cause, never came hear ua. 
Getchel and Wheeler bad other duties to attend 
4»— they were under immediate eomraand. We 
also discovered from Steele, that Clifton and 
'M<Konkey, soon after we left them, bad desert- 
' ed their post, carrying all they could on their 
backs, to meet the army. The dastardly vices 
«f the latter, prevailing over- the liuown cnu- 
rage, ^od sense, and sedate age, of the for- 
mer : nothing occurs fo me contributory to the 
&ine of these men afterwards. The ^rst was 
an iavalid> the latter a caitiff coward. In yo)ir 
scanning the characters of men, which you will 
be compelled to do in your own defence, in the 
eourse of your lives, it willbe&^ood general 
rule for yon to adopt: That whether you be 
in. the company of military men — scholars — mea 
of the law — legislators, &.c. &e, in short, per- 
sons of any profession or class, if you find a 
person very lo<]uacioas — dragging the conversa- 
tion to himself, and in a dictatorial way taking 
the lead ; but more eapecially if he talks of his 
own prowess— deep reading— causes he has gain- 
ed — eloquence, &c. &e. but still more so if the 
party boasts of wealth or ancestry. In the 
first' instance, without hesitation, set su^b a 
person down in your memory as a braggadocio, 
a^icre puOer, until yon Ban inquire further for 
proof to the contrai-y. There are, to my knowl- 
edge, exceptions 1o this general rule, but feW 
in number, particularly in the military clas«i 
M'Konkey was i>f the puffing sect, and there 
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vever was a more conaaminato aeomdrel and 
ooward. 

Oeiober IStb.— Xow we tamed our faces to- 
vtarda the north. Haying rejoiiAil our meBs- 
inafes, enjoying aubstantial food and warm tents, 
we soon recruited a good degree of strength, 
aud our former gaietj^ of temper and hilarity re- 
turned to ue. We accompanied the army, and 
became a kind of guides in minute matters, for 
the paths and cai-rying places we had luffieieat- 
ly developed, for captain Ayres and his ^oneerir - 
hy strong blazing and snagging of bushes, b* 
that he might proceed in perfect eecuritj', in the 
performance of the duties of his office. The 
}hree companies of riflcmeo uader Morgan touk 
up our old encamping ground on tlie •• Ucad 
fiver,'* during the afternoon of the following 
day. 

Oct, 19th &.20th. — Here we lay encamped for 
■several days, waiting (he arrival of the rear of 
the Xew England troops : tliey came up hourly. 
During our stay here, it pleased me internally, 
to observe, that Morgan adopted certain riiJes 
of discipline, absolutely necessary to the state 
we were in, but discordant with the wild and 
eztravagsnt notions, of our private men.* Paw- 
dct and ball, particularly tlie first, to us rifle- 
men was of the first eonse<]uence. At Cam- 
bridge the horns belonging to the men, were fil- 
led with an excellent rifle powder — which, whea 
expended, could not be replaced in Canada by 
any powder of an equal quality. The men had 
g«t into a habit of llirowing it away at every 
trifiing object. Upon our return fromtUe ChaH- 
dierc, this circumstance raised di^ust in us-: 

• See Note IV. 

C5 -.ij ...Google 
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ttr we IM been stadloMlj' eflftfbl nf ou^ Att> 
munition, never firing but at some object which 
w«uld give RH the means Af sabnsteitee. Thoogh 
we drew our ^oada evety morning, from a fcaf 
of the dampness of the fttmoqdiepet yet fbe ball 
and powder were never lost, Ont Imltet sorefrft 
bruuglit the first out with eafte, and it wfls re- 
casts—the latter was carefully returiled to the 
horn, where, if moist, it soon became dry. The 
prineipal of Morgan's t-ulee were, that there 
should he no straggl'ig ^^f*"" the camp p— and 
no firing without authoritatiTO pt^nnisaion. Hea* 
aonable as these injunetions were, they were op- 
posed. Being young and m; friend Steele itb- 
sent, a whisper of approbation did not fall from, 
ihe^ which, inniysubordinat«stallnn, migirtbafe 
l»ecn indelicate. I( was left to the energy of 
Morgan's mind, and he conquered. During our 
resting bcre, Arnold* accompanied by Stede and 
some excellent boatmen, proceeded to the head 
of t:be river. The riHe corps preceded the 
msiin body of the army, both by land and water. 
The boats, which were heavily laden with bag- 
gage and provisions, took in no more men than 
were necessary to navigate them, that is, three 
to a boat. The remainder of the army marched 
by land, the river being generally the guide. 

Here, my dear children, permit me togiveyou 
the genuine cfaaraeter of my friend, general 
Simpson, whom you all know personally. He 
was among my earliest and best friends. He 
was then as apparently cecentrie, as be is at this 
time : there is no obvious difTerenee in his man- 
ners between the two periods. As an officer, he 
was always active and keen iii the perfornuaee 
of his duly. Hard was the service; but his 
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bMwt Wftt tatt to lilfl Mend. Mmptoa invited 
ios messmate aboard his boat, being atiil lone- 
irhflt fceMe from onr late priratittts : tfae invi- 
tatioD tvas gladly aecepted. 

Oct. 2<st.— AVeembariied. HaviQglieBt.Siinp- 
«m for a Bteeraman, and John Tim and JaUes 
HoTigbePty BB boatmen, we went gaily on for 
that and the next day : able te lead any boat in 
the river. 

Oetofaep 22d.-~0a the evening of this aecond 
(lay, we encamped on a bank eight or nine feet 
liigh, at a place where we had rested when as- 
eending the river tfae finl time. In the erentna; 
a most heavy torrent of rain fell npon uh, whieb 
oontinned-all nieht. Having no v a good tent 
over our heads, toe incovebience was not mueh 
felt. We slept soundly. Towards morning, we 
vere awaited by the water which flowed in upui 
iig from the river. We fled tobigh gronnd. 
' Oct. sad — -When momiog came the river [»■». 
sented a otnst frightful aspect : it had risen at 
least eigbt feet, and Sowed with terrifying ra* 
pidity. None but the most strong and aetive 
boatmen entered the boats. Tfae army marched 
on the south side.of the river, making large eir- 
eulta to avoid the overflowings of the intervale 
or bottom lands. This was one vf the most fa- 
tiguing marches we had as yet performed, tfaongti 
the distance was not great in . a direet line. 
But having no path and being net-essitated to 
elimb the steepest Iiilh, and tlittt without food, 
jhr we tootc none with us, thinking the boats 
vTouldbe near ns all day. In the evening we 
arrived at tbefall of four feet, wbieh was mes- 
tioned-when ascehdiag the river. Alas .' all the 
boats of the army were on the opposite side of 
the river. The pitch of the &11 made a dread- 



g6 

ful Dolsei and the ounrent rui wit^ immcQK Ye- . 
locity. "We sat do'wti on tVe bank sorely pincli- 
ed by hanger, looking wistfully towards ouc 
friends beyond the torrent, who were in pas- - 
session of all the provisions, tents and eamp 
equipage. ConTineed however, that the mos6 
adventurous boatman would not dare the pas- 
sage, for the sake of accommodating any of us. 
We were mistaken. There were two men, and 
only two who had skill and courage to dare it. 
Need lieutenant Simpson on an occasion like this* 
be nmned ; he, accompanied by John Tidd, en- 
tered his empty boat. Wlmt skill in boatman- 
ship ! what aptitude with the paddle was here 
exhibited. The principal body of the water 
run over the middle of the fall, and created a 
foaming and impetuous torrent, in some mea- 
sure resembling, at this pat^icular time, of a 
very high freshet, that of the Oswego-falls, 
whicb had been known to me ere this. The 
river was about 150, or 200 yards in breadth, 
counting on the increase of water by the rains. 
The force of the central current, natuPitlly farm- 
ed cousidcrablc eddies at each side of the river, 
elose under the pitch, Simpson now disclosed 
his amazing skill. Though there was an eddy, 
even that was frightful, he came by its meaa 
nearly under the pitch, and trying to obtain an 
esact start, failed. The stream forced bis boat 
down the river, but he reeovered and brought 
it up. Now we, who were trembling for the fate 
of our friend, and anxious for our own accom- 
modation, began to fear he might be drawn 
under the pitch. Quick, almost in a moment, 
Simpson was with us. He called in his loud 
voice to Robert Dixpn, James Old (a messmate) 
and myself to enter the boat— We entered im- 
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mediately. He pushed off; attempting the start 
by favor of the hither eddy, which was the 
main thing — wefailttd. Returning to the shore^ 
wc were assail^^ by a numerous band of goidiers, 
hungry, and anxious to tje with their eompaa- 
lons. Simpson told them he could not carry 
more with safely, and would return for them. 
Henry M'Annaly, a tall Irishman, who could not 
from experience, comprehend the danger, jump- 
ed into the boat, he was followed by three or 
four other inconsiderate men. The counten- 
ance of Simpson changed, his soul and mine 
were Intimate "OGod," said he, "men we shall 
nit die." They would not recede. Again we 
approached the pitch ; it was horrible. The 
batteaux swam deep, almost ungcvernaUe by the 
paddle. Attempting aguln (o essay the depar- 
ture — we failed. The third trial was made : it 
succeeded. As ligbtniag we darted athwart tb& 
river. Simpson with bis paddle, governed the 
■tern. The worthy Tidd in the how. Bison 
and myself, our guns stuclc in the railing of (he 
battcauit, but without paddles, sat in the stern 
next to Simpson. Mr. Old was in the how near 
Tidd. Henry M'Annaly was adjoining Mr. Old. 
The other men sat between the stern and bow. 
Simpson called to the men in the boW| to lay hold 
of the birch bushes — tlie boat struck the shore 
forcibly : they caught bold, M'Annaly in parti* 
eular, (this was in the tail of the eddy,) hut like 
children, their holds slipped, at the only spot 
where we could have been saved ; for the boat 
had been judiciously and safely brought gp. 
Irfttling go their holds, the bow came round to 
the stream, and the stern struck the shore. 
Simpson, Uixon, and myself, now caught the 
bashes, but being by this time tbrowD into the 
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aBPMfltv Am straB^tli ef Ac wat«r made the 

Withesi a» so many straws is oar bands. The 
steFQ Kgaiir stnm^ roreod ; the bior came a^rne 
asbAve. Mr. OH, Tidd, and 9f<Anital7, and the 
rest, spning to the lai»d to save their lives. Do- 
ftfg this, at our coat, thfir heels forced the boat 
aievos9 the current, Thoueh we attempted' to 
stea^Tf it, th« boat. 9waggen< In a moment af- 
ter, at tbirf; feet off »hore, it being broad sidtr 
to tks cnrrent, turned; borne under, in ipite oF 
atl oup .foree, by the fury of the stream. The 
bcrat upsetting, an expression) as going into the- 
WBter, fell from me, "Siiopson we are going to 
IbeareD." My fall was head-roremost. Shnp- 
vn eame aft^r me — bis heels, at the depth oP 
ftfteen fcet «r more, were upon my head and 
aemk } and those gtin^g on the grave). We> rose 
ooarly together, your father flrat — my fri^tf 
foUowed. The art of ewimtmlng, in which, E 
thought loyself as adept, was tried, bat it was; 
A topsy-tBTvy basiness, the force of the' water 
threw me oftio heels-over-head. 

In thoe^HTse of this voyage, after a few hun- 
dred yards, Simpsftn wa» at my sifc, but the 
fbr«e of the stream, prevented the exertion ot'- 
awimmtng ; yet the irapetaosity of the eam^nt, 
Iteptus upv It drove ua toward the other side of 
Mm river,, agaiast a long ridge of perpendicular ' 
racks of great extent i LueMly in the course of ' 
mne huadrad yards, the curreat changed, and 
brought us perfuree to the north side of the ' 
viver. Floating along with my head just above 
water — prayers in sineere penitence having be6n 
ntteraly a boat's erew of the eastern men. hand- 
ed me a pole. It was griped as by the Itand of 
death — but grated the pMe remained to me. The 
sAcength af watflfwai smfa, dad (be boat woidd 
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iBeritaMjr hove vpsM, if the bMtom bad kept 
Ms hoM. A ^Unee ef Xhu .aye iafarfBed jni^ 
Aal .m; «onapiMioa in niisfortune, hftd »bu«d 
ihv uiue .fate. Itefiij^ied idEo the Wsom of mp 
SkHour, my «jeg beeaiae clowd; the 4eatli' 
apptWKcwl -to me, a iiard .one ; SQnHbtlitjr in a 
gi%at degree forsoflk me. Driving nith 4be «iuv 
fent BOtue Jmndreils of yards juere, tlie-niBat. 
jnlpabte feeling r«calle(dedi wan the^HLriking-af 
jaty breaat agaiost a iTaot -or bard -auiMtatMe.' 
-M.y head eiuns above water. JjLreatlun^ enso- 
ed; ait tbe «anie moiBent Sirn;»aoii ^^ai«ed las 
' head out of tbe water, his gold JaeedJiHtoo it* 
■eeyiog "Oib.V aeither-of useo«ld.iiavecr^jMit: 
we «hsnld have ibera ditid ; .but Ear the ««8i»>- 
t&aee of ISiIwanI Cavaoaugh, an lEiftb ma^, aa 
^seelleat saJdier, who-wasdesiguated ia-tbe coed-' 
[tan^^b}' the appellatioB of -" Hooest Ned." Fas- 
aing from-the lower. iiarl of Ui&vivei:, ,be -happen- 
«dtoeome'to the eiKJj:, aCtbeiBBtaiitArtiihe «np 
^eu«t Mruek. He ofiedout "WnlJobnoy ! ui 
.tbia -;eu! and iniitiiatly' dragged .iqe,outiat' the 
water. SimpsoninintedJat«l; abating, he^' 
iiim tbe uune t^ood offiee. Jj^ing-on Uie-eartli 
perha{w- tHeatyjniBut««» .the water ^(MiWog. from ' 
jaa, a mcHenger .framthe eaoip'caiue to rouife - 
.U8. Rou««d.we went'to it. (Sat>aU«ye6ieQk«d- 
4iHt for Dixoa> all hearts were MaiUog for bU 
loss. Jtt 4vas<knuwn :fae couJd'iiet swim, hitt ouoe 
iof Mil cQuId peeoUeet whether be had drop[ie,d ' 
MOia the water-or bad':adhe«ed.tothe.boat. .In ' 
iBQne time ^we:bad.theJHexpi«8BiMe pleasure^ ' 
'DixDD iuTOur .eomfiABi}'. jUe -had stHoktu 4Stt ■ 
^side of the boat, wbieh lodged on a vaat pile of 
adrift wood fuuae mUer below* and in this way 
.he wa»■uvt^d. Arriving at the^BaiponrfVieads 
JUtd A^tfkTce Mxs vraipaW* ,|iwrtieular]/,foir. our 
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&cc»mmoflatioii; heat upMi snob an occurrence 
is ni,ost agrei-nbtp. My two friends in dislresg, 
whose clothing was principally woollen — felt 
none of my private disaster. My leathei- breeches 
attached closely and eoldly to the skin. Modes- 
ty prohibited a disclosure. The sense of pain 
or inconvenience which was observed by my 
seniors, caused an inquiry. Immediately the 
breeches were oflTand stuck upon a pole to dry. 
Simpson was so much exhilarated by our es- 
cape, that seated on a stnmp, he sung "Plato" 
in great elee. It became a favorite with ub; 
During all this timr, perhaps till one or two* 
o'cloek, my breeches were in my hand almost ** 
in oontinued friction. The laugh of the com- 
pany was against rae, but it was borne stoically. 
The following morning, (Qctober 24,) pt^- 
sented me with many difficulties : to be sure my 
horn, with a pound of powder, and my pouel^ 
with seveuty bullets, were^ unharmed by the 
water, though arounil my neck in the course of 
our swimming: Yet I had lost my knapsack, 
my hat, and my most precious rifle. Avaking, 
the world appeared to be a wild waste. Dis- 
armed, my insignificance pressed strongly on 
my mind--dishonor seemed to follow of eonrse, 
Withont the armour of dtfenct, men and nations 
are mere automatons, liablip to be swayed by 
the beek of power arid subject to the hand oT 
oppression. Toung as your fnthcr wa8> his soul 
was oppressed. To return with the invalids 
was ureadfuli and without arms, he could 
not proceed. Comfort came to nie in the shape 
of lieutenant, now general Nichols, then of 
Hendricks. He baa two hats — he presented 
me one : but what was more to my purpose, be^ 
or general Bkupaoii, informed me, that some or 
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'the iavtXA'a irisbed M duroose ef fteir riffes. 
With the anistasce of NiimoU and Simpson, ft 
bargan was struck with a person e^ed AVil- 
.liam Keyndds, or Ratinels, of our compauff 
.who was miserably sick, and returned in the 
boats. Money .was out of the guestioo, an cr- 
uder Bp»a n>y father, dated at this place, for the 
price: of twelt% dollars was accept^, and after- 
wards in dne.time, paid honorably. This guB 
was short, about 45 balls to the pound', the 
ato^ shattered greatly, and worth about 40'BbiI^ 
lings. ]V«ofl8sity has. no law. NeTer did a gun* 
ill' as its appearance was, shoot with greater 
cer£unty, and where the ball touched, from its 
sise, it wassure.to kill. This. observation, trif- 
ling as' it may seen, ou^it to induce govern- 
ment to: adopt guiia ef this size, as to length of 
,t>arn!l, and size wf baH. Tharc are many rea- 
aon» to euforce Ibis opinion. We departed from- 
this piftcei wttha|i^.juiy material, ocuurrenoei 
.and went rapidly forward. 

Somewhat laughable ensued on the niorning 

v€ the 27th of October, near the first pond, at 

the head of the river. Tlie Virginians (thou^ 

. it is nat probable that any of the officers, ex- 

e^ting.one) bad taken up tlie idea, that they 

vrere our superiors in every military qualifiea- 

tioB, and oaglit to lead. - Hendricks, tliough 

'the oldest cominissionedofBcer of the Hfiecom- 

: panics, was still the youngeat man. For the 

flttbe of peace and good order,' be bad not aa- 

•sented' to, bui merely acquiesced in Morgan's 

' assumption of the caramand of our carps, as the 

eld«r furaon. Tlraae men, who Were clever and 

brave, were juH sueh^n that bcjialf, as we were 

ourselves; hut a Mr. Heath, who Was blind of 

an eyt^ a liratenant- of Morgan's, seemed to 
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tluiil(» A»t all others were inferior to tbose of 
the " ancient dominioQ." "We had a hard morn- 
ing's pushing, when coming up to the first pond) 
at the head of the " Dead-river," we saw Heath. 
Iiefore us. Observing to Simpson, "push Mm,** 
we Went np wilh much force ; poor Heath la- 
boring as a slave, to keep his place. Tidd and 
Dotigaerty, felt tn; Bpirit, as much as Simpson 
did. At the moment of our passing, for we, 
went up on the outside of him, towards the mid- 
idle of the current, his pole stuck — upon which 
he gave us a few heart; curses. £ntering the - 
lake, the boat under my guidance and inforina- - 
tion, steered Aivectly for tfae passage to the se-, ' 
cond lake. Humphreys (Morgan's first lieuten- 
ant) a brave and most amiable man, whom we 
highly esteemed, was in a l^at far to the left» 
searching for a passage. Sinpsou, at my in-, 
stance, hailed liim to come on — 'He answered 
there was no passage there, ^IludJng to the place 
we steered for. Encouraging my friend to gt; 
00, the deception Humphreys lay under, was 
soon discovered. The creek was deep and ser- 
pentine, and the country around, for a consider- 
able distance, a flat. A log brought down by 
the last freshet, lay across the stream, so as to 
give to a stranger the idea, that the mouth of 
uie creek) was merely a nook of the lake. Set- 
ting the log afioat, as was easily .done, the boat 
proceeded. 

October 28. Continuing rapidly, for now we 
had no carrying, nor marking of trees, there 
being plenty of water, the evening was spent at 
the foot of Ih^t mountain, called the Heighth- 
of-land. This was a day«f severe labor. The 
navigation of the Chaudiere, being so far as 
4))fjr ioformation went, represented to the cap- 
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tajns, Hendrkks and dtnith, as very danger- 
ous, tbey, to save their men, concluded to 
earrj, over the hil), but one boat for each 
of their compaiiieB. This resolution 'naa easi- 
ly aoconiplisbed, Morgan, on the other handr 
determined to earry over all his boats. It would 
hare made your heart ache, to view the intoler- 
able labors his fine fellows underwent. Some 
of them, it vAs said, had the flesh worn from 
thtir shuulders, eVen to the bone. The men 
«aid it ; but by this time an antipathy against 
Morgan, asloo^tricta disciplinarian had arisen. 

On the foUowing day, (October SSfh,) th« 
army, disjointed as was our corps, at leaat Hen- 
diriek's and Smith's, encamped on the plaio, on 
the hank of the Chaudiere. Morgan afterwarda 
took his station, near us. Here it first became ' 
generally known, that fines bad retnrned from 
the twelvemile carry log-place, with 500 men, 
a large stock of provisions, and the medicine 
aheat. 'It damped our spirits much, but our 
commander conceived, it was better to proceed 
than return. We were about a hitndred miles 
from the frontier of Canada, but treble that dis- 
tance from Ihat of New-England. Our prori' 
sions were exJiausted. We had no meat of any 
kind. The floor which remained, so far as I 
know, was divided fairly and equally, among 
the whole of the troops, the riflemen shared five 
pint8 of flow per man. Daring the night and 
the ensuing morning, the flour was baked into 
five cakes per man, under the ashes, in the way 
of Indian bread. 

On the amh of Octidier, we set forward. The 
men were told by the officers "that order would 
■< not be required in the march, each one must. 
**. put the belt foot forelnoit.'^ ,Th^ first day*» 
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march was «!osed by a eharmiDg sleep «n fir- 
branches. The gentlemen of our mess la; ta> 
gether, eQveriag themselves, with tbp blankets, 
of eaeb ojje, My memory does not scrvet to 
any, that any stir was made by any one, during... 
tiie night. Happening to. be-the first who awiUc- 
ed, in the morningi the blanket was suddenly 
thrown -Jlrom my head, hut what wa^ my sar- 
prise to find, that we luid lain under a eover 9f 
at least four inehes of anow. We st^arcely had 
risen and had our kettle on the fijre, when >oar 
drummer, (we hod ho buglest) John Sbaefii;r, 
cajne slipshod to our fire* complaining* that, 
all bis cakes had been stolen from him. A.. 
more wretched figure was scarcely ever beheld. 
He was purblind. This cireumstanee, though , 
he Was my lo^rnsmao^ and acquainted with nie ^ 
from my earliest infaoey, was 'yet unknown to - 
me until this last naarch, ascendiag tfae **Dead- - 
Hver," commeneed. My stHtion.lo the line of, 
march, which was in the single tile, (or Indian, 
as it was then called,) was nest to the oaptainf, 
the drumme* fotlow^d. Here it wuUs defeot . 
of sight was mos£, efi*ectttally shewn. Smiiii 
was mbsonie^ and iHi'ck afoot, as we all were, 
{[except poor Sbaefler.), .In tIiO.eourBe.of. this 
toilsome mareb, without a path, many de^ r^ . 
vines jjresentcd, over these lay many logs, fal- - 
len perliaps many years before. The ei^taia 
took the log, preferring it to a descent of 20 or. 
.10 feet into the gulph belpw, Which at times was 
quite abrnptl Follawing me, SbaeSer would 
frequctly drum, and all, tumble headleu into, 
the abyss. Uis misfortunes in this way, for he . 
was a laughing stock, excited oontempt in the 
Buldiera, but in me compassion.* Often, he re. 
quired my aid. On this latter oeoaaioo, our. 
• See Note V. 



65 

bottle, iH^Dg'a bleary, wtiieh was no other 
i^an flour and water, and that without lalt, mf 
solioitatioDs preyailingi tbe meas gave blm » ds- 
cup fttU of It. He received from me my third 
cake. This man, blind, starving, and dmost 
nalied^ bore hii drum (which was unharmed b^ 
aH its Jostliogs) safely to Quebec, wlieo muy 
other hale men died in the wilderness. 

'Hiia morning, the first of November, break- 
iiuting oh oor bleary, we took up the line of 
march through a flat and boggy ground. About- 
tea b'oloek A. M. we arriT^, by a narrow neck' 
of land at a marsh which was appalling. It was- 
tfaree fourths of a mile over,' and covered by a 
coat of ioe^ half an inch thi<^. Here ^mpHoo . 
eondoded to halt a short time for ther stragglers- 
or maimed of HendrieVs and Bniitb*^ eompa* 
nles to eonie up. There were two women at- 
taebed' to those companies, who arrived before 
, ve eommebeed the fnareh. One was the wife 
of Serjeant Orier, a large, Virtnous and re'A- 
pMtabte woman. The-other was the wife of a 
private of our company, a man who la^ed up- 
on every oocasion. These women being arrive^«- 
it was presumed that' alt our party were up. 
We were on the point orentering the marsh,. ' 
when some' one cried oot ** "Warner is not here."-' 
Another sud' he had <• sat down siek under a- 
tree, a few miles back."" His wift ben;ing ua- 
to wait a short time, with tears of amotion in 
her eyes, ran back to ber husband. ' We tarried! 
an liour. They eame not.. £ntering the poad, 
(SihtpsonRiretnast,) und breaking the iee here- 
and there with the hut« of our guns and feet,. 
as ocpusion required, \tv ^re soon waist de«p> 
in the mud and water. As is gcne^Iilly the «M&- 
wiih yoBtits, it eame' to my mind, that a betten- 
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m«cr osoliiig 119 acn^a* maii- me giaA\y tb- 
taia wte the litfa ff •« Mrs. Gvkir had ^t ha- 
f«rc IM. M; nmd was bmublmlt yet aatonislb- 
eil, at tlw cx(trti4MS of (Iris g«m) wonaab Her 
-elotltee inopo than wiuBt higjk, sfa& wsikd btfbiw 
' ne to the firm. gFomBtl. Xa oae w* long h» ^s^ 
vas biwW'O t« u«( dared intiinate a disrespectflil 
idoaaf heu Uer huEjwnd, who was tat es.e«l> 
lent sjDldier> wa» »a dut^ is Hendneks? baa>^ . 
vhifih had pr^secclM t» tb^ dbcbu*^' oT the 
lake with lievtenW JtCMaad. Aetb/iag ati 
flrm gMvad, and wailing a^pttsi ft« our vomfn- 
ingiui> we tiwa set off, apt] m a march af sareral 
iwiles, •mr a sernjlib^ and fiat ptaiB^ arrived at ~ 
a.pivev flthffhig fgoat lh« aast lata the CUavdierci 
lake Thia w« parsed ut uhatteaax,: whiditba 
pVHdence>«£ eriaaelA^aold had atattoned her«> 
tot our a«««oiJtt«datioR ;, othevniw nve Riait 
fcuva. »wa,m. Uict rtreaji*, which was -wdde aad. 
d«ep. In a-sfcfiGt (itite w» same to anothair rirw 
flowing^ £fo«1' tb« same qu««te«,. stiti de^e^r uidt 
'wjdep tihan the fwrfnt^> Bireva: fomda bab' 
t^aux, under the ^afienkiitendNiQy of eapl;. ^ar« 
tfOrne, in whieh W4 passed lh« riiten. We shirC- 
ed the river t» \t» iKontb, then, paswd alonf;' the 
tORp^a of t]i« Ifiks ts the- oBtJet of Ck««diere» 
-^tdierewo encamped withia^helt^roj^eOBs.nuue 
of the army. It was soon perepiwd^ tha* th« 
Flreiwfa term Chaudiere, ivhb most »ptiy appliedi 
to the river below m,' fiideed ove^ part! ^ it* 
which cajue uoder onr view, until we arrived 
at the " Orst house" in Cntiada,. might well be. 
termed a caldron op hoilec, which i» the import. 
of it>9 French namet. >t is reniarkabJe o€ tbis-- 
rijrer, and' whteb, to me, diet&giihbes it inm- 
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m fllbcft I Itad «Mn» tiMt f«i*-6ft otTOmMe^^ 
it is a flMlimied ra|k4| wUbMH «nj oppiKwat 
iptp OF ptuangH } even for a caiwc. K*erjr- bMtS 
vrc pi^ iBt« llie mtv, wa* stove io (ni« pan or 
oibvf «f it. €ap(BM Mw^n lost aR Ui boats, 
ami tfo« tiCe of a . nueh valued sotiliTT. Witb 
Allitsiihj Iw sftvod fai» owo life and tk« tmuare 
evwRiMted t« bis eare, Arnvitt, acMntpaiiied 
IIU' &tK«lu» «iul JokB AI. Taj Ittr, and » (hw Mwrs, 
io H bunt, were in tbe adTanee of the arrays W»' 
.may bMc (UaMuAad n a baatt k is ntmt likely 
lM>did.* 

On the monring of Ibe H ef NovdihImt, wtt 
set off fcom the Cftwidiere bibe^ ami hoagcnd, u 
f».i^ owa partKoIaiv ftlromt ttf deaths What 
Wiib. tbe »upli«s< t* SlntwfirT, a^ Rt; own: appe- 
titct fottd of apji kiady wUb lae^ bad bevome & 
nufteRlkj^. My. own suJTenng^ in itiB two sn- 
oeedin^ nances, <tVo^, pur^ulM- etiiiM», wepv 
jBore^ thui' ordiaanlj sevcrr^ JUji laoekasim- 
Itadr BUia^daj-s.BiiHitr, bven worn to.»br««ls>aiid 
oa^tasidt^ My ehotisy tbaa^ khe}'bad.bcen.w«tt. 
sewMl flitd bithsvto afuck tofetboTF now bega» 
tD give -wa^) and that in tb«r wr; worst iiart* 
((be upvtghtsemninithe ]»ei,y Foroite to-gavk- 
]«« Hfe, maat Iwrp. bii stataMfr. inttke rsuk—Tbr 
■ignient tlut was loit» n» natare^ and peasan^ die- 
tale, tbe (bllowing. voldior aaoanKil bi» plae«, 
I'bus, OBee. (Jirawn aot of tbe Ue, the un&ri' 
ttnatt wretsli autsS anfait tbe pamage of many' 
DKn, BBtH a ebann* tewarde the reatf happen- 
ed to opeit for. hj« aKlmiasioo, This ex]>latiatioB 
viiU anewer some ijpwstioos wliiiidi yva mif^t. 
BMueaUy put Wby' did: ;«ii nofi *v«. it i Why 

• June 26tb, 1809. John I* Ta^w *U» mci. thW 
tHe^ deicaoded-by. land: 
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did 7M1 not tie the shoe to ysor foot I If tliere 
bad been awl, and tliroad, and striogs at com- ' 
mandf which there was not, for the vauMB 
ahoTe stated, one dared not have. done either, - 
as the probable consequeoces woold ensue, 
** Death bv hunger ia a dreary wildrmpss." 
For maa when thrown out of society is the most 
helpless of God's creatures. Henee you may- 
form a cooceplion of the intolerable labour of 
tbe mareh. Every step taken the heel orthe 
foot sliraed out of the shoe : to roeerec the po- 
Bition of the footin'the'sfaoej and at the same 
time to stride, was liard. labour, and exhausted " 
iBy streniflh to an unbearable degree. You 
must remember that this march was notper- 
forjned on tbe Ie¥el snrfaee of the |»irBde, but 
«ver preeipitoas hills, deep gulties, and even ^ 
viUiout the path of the va{p«nt savage to gHide 
US. Thus <je proceeded till towards: mid- day, 
tbe pale and meagre looks of my eompanion's, 
tottering OB their leeMe limbs, eorresponding 
with ray own. My friend Simpson, who saw my 
en&iebled ooadition mti the - cause, prerailod 
with tbe men to rest tliemselves a few fliinvFtes. 
Bark, tbe only sueeedaneum far twiae, or leatfa- 
er» in this misierabie eonntiy, was immediately 
wocured and tbe shoe bound tightly to tbe foot. 
Then raarebing bastily,- in tbe coarse of-an bour ' 
or more, we cane witlua view of a tremendens ' 
eataraet in the river, Erou ±i to 20 feet high. - 
Tbe horror this sight gave m, fiMrisg for' tbe 
safety of oor .frieads in the boats* was aggra- 
vated, when turaiag thp point of a steep cragg, 
we met those very friends, having l«tt aM bat 
their lives, sitting around afire on the shore. 
Oh God ! what were our sensations ! Poor 
H'Cleland, fii^t Ueuteaaat of Headrick's, and 
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for wbo» aoesBisiodsttttB lite boat ittts noBt 
particulwlf carrieil avrass tke mountain, wsa 
lying ut the fire; b£ beekoued to us — Uis vMee 
■was Wit audibk, piaciiig my «u- «lMe ia Us lips, 
tbe word be uttered raareejf artieulatet wa>, 
" FareweU." Sin^wD,. who leved Um, gave ' 
him hair of the pittance of £o»d which h« itill - 
IMseeued j aJl I-otmH w»e — a tear. The shoti, 
bat DMJanchoI}' itoEf, of thii gcatleman, so fkr . 
aa it has «Mac t» mr ktMwledge, nay b« de- 
tailed ia a few words. He had .reiided «b tlie 
Juniata at the time he was cawmlsBiMiei). My ■ 
lutowledge ef hi>n eoameaeed ia the eanp ]i«ir 
Boitoa, He was endowed witii. all tbote quaU* ■ 
ties whiidk win-tho wBeeiions «r mea. Upea,- ' 
TnvtEf cioeere awd a lever of truth. On the . 
M0ead river,", thevari^le weather brought «« .~ 
s«old wUeb aSeetod bii liMgd.' Theteaderaess . 
•f Ua fHeedg, eenduvted hsn safely, tbos^ ' 
mueb reduced, to the foM ef (be muuiit^n, at • 
the Jiead «f the f Dead river." ^ Heaee he was ' 
hornem« litter aoro«a the moontan- b; men. . 
If you had seen tlie>yonRg> yet renenibte eoft, a 
Hendriekst beariDg; Us ih^e ef thii. levcd mwI ; 
aod patriatic bartheni aerwsBtLe plain ta ouv r 
camp) it woald hare-raiaed eatecn, if nataffeo- 
tioii, towarda him. Fromoar camp, M»Ciel)uid j 
was transported, ia the best, to the plaeewhere^ . 
we.found him. The erew, eandactiitg the boat, 
though worthy men and well acquaioteil with.. 
snch Vifld t^ iuvigatl«i» Jtaew ndthi^ of this- - 
river. Tbey ^eseended, wtawaeeitfithe piteh 
before them# utOil they had ^ot nearly into the >■. 
auoh of the fidls. Here^ laekjly, ' a roeh pve- ' 
seated, on. whieb It was «o eontrived as to cause 
the boat toJadge. Now the erew,..with oreat ■ 
labor and dangcF^ bore their tmfoptnateBeat.. 
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(0 the shore, vhere ve found Itim. We patsed 
on, fearful for our owa lives. Cotntag to a lon^ 
sandy beaeh of the Cbaudiere, for we BomelimMi 
bad such: some .men of our eompan; were oh~' 
served to ilart irom tlie file^ and witJi tbeir nails, 
tear out of the saud, roots wbiefa they esteemed- 
eatable, and ate them ntWi even without wash- 
ing. Languid and woe-begone. as your fetlier 
wasi it coiud not bnt create asmile,'toobserve 
the whole Hoe watching with "Argus eyes," the' 
motions of a few uneD, . who knew the iRdieations 
in the sand of those roots. The knowing one 
sprung, half a dozen followed, he who grabb«d- 
it, eat the root instantly* Though hunger urg- 
ed, it was far fron m« to. eontend in that way 
with powerful men, such as- those were. Stroke* 
often occurred. 

During this day's march) (about to or 11, A. 
M.) my shoe having given away again, we came, 
to a fire, where were some of eaptain l^ayer,' 
or Topham's men. Simpson was in front, trudg- 
ing after, slipshod and tired, I sat down on tho 
end of a long log, a§^iost wliieh the fire was 
built, absolutely fainting with hunger and fa- - 
tigue, my gun standing between my knees. Seat- 
ing myself^ that very uet gave a east to the ket-- 
tle, which was placed partly against the log, ia 
such a way, as to spill two-thirds of its con- 
tents. At the moment a largo man sprung to 
his Run, and pointing it towards me, be threa- 
tened to shoot. It created no fear; his life wan 
with much more certainty in my power. Ueath 
would have been a welcome visitor. Simpfton ., 
soon made us friends. Coming to their fire, 
they gave me a cup of their broth. A taUe 
apooDfuI, was all that wa9 tasted. It had a 
greenish hue, luid, was said to be iiat of s beer. 






^Uh wfts; instantly known to be udtrne, from 
tbe taste and smell. It was thnt of a dog. He 
was a Ivge blaek Newfoundland dog, belong- 
ing to Thayer, and very fat. We left these 
merry fellows, for Ibey were actually such, 
maugre all their wants, and mafehing quiek- 
lyt towards evening encamped : We had a guod 
fire, but no food. To me the world bad lost 
its eharms. Gladly would death have been 
received as an auapieioua herald from the Divi- 
nity. My privations in every way, were such 
as to produce a willingneas to die.' Wilfaout 
food, without clothing, to keep me warm, with- 
out money, and'in a deep and devious wilderness, 
the idea occurred, and the means were in my 
hands, of ending esistence. The Qoi of aUgood- 
ness inspired other thoughts. One prineipal cause 
of change (under the fostering liand of Provi- 
dence) in my sentiments, was the jovial hilarity 
of my friend Simpson. At night, warming our 
botliesatan immense fire, our compatriots join- 
ed promisciKtualy around— to animate the com- 
pany, he would sing "Plato;" bis sonorous 
voice gave spirit to my heart, and the morality 
of the song, consolation to my mind. In'trulJi 
the music, though not so correct as that of Han- 
del« added strength and vigonr to our nerves. 
This evening it was,' that some of our compan- 
iims, wfaoBestomaobs bad not received food, for 
the last forty-eight hours, adopted the notion,* 
■ that leather, though it had been manufacturedy 
might be made palatable food, and would grati- 
fy the appetite. Observing their discourse, to 
me tiie experiment became a matter of curiosi- 
ty. They washed their mockasins' of moose- 
skin, in the €rst place* in the river, sera[tiog 
away the dirt and sand, with great eare. fhese 
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' v*n hMu^t to'tlM kettk and boikd a, etmaUev- 
able time, under the vague, but eonsalatar; Lope^ 
that a mucila^ would take plaee. T^e boilios 
pver, the poor Mfows obewed the leather, but 
it was leather still : net to be maeerated. M.y 
teeth tb«^^ young and goodj suoeeodad no bet- 
ter. DiseoBaolate and weary* we passed Un 
ni^t- 

NoT^mber 3d. We iffose earl;, hunger im- 
pelliagt and marched rapidly. After nooUt on 
a point on the bank of ths I'iver, some one pre* 
tended, be descried the « first house," ten niilea 
off. Xot long after another discerned a boat com- 
ing towards us, and turning a point of land'— 

- presently,, all perceived cattle driving up tbe 
>hore. Th e Be, circu ID stances, : gave ocuasion to 
a- feeble huzza of joy« fi-ont those who saw these 
ciieerful. and enlivening, sights. We were now 
treading a wide and stony beach of Hie river.: 
Smith our captain, wJio at this moment hap' 
pened to be in company, elated with the pPOB- 
peot of a supply of food, in tbe joy of his heart, 
perhaps tboughtJessLy, said to me, " take this 
Henry.." II was gladly received. Opening the 
pit^er, whiuh bad been. neatly folded, tfaere.ap- 
pearedahand^s.hneadUi and length of bacon-flit, 
of an inch thick; tJiongbttessly, it was eaten 
greedily, inattentive lu all former rule, and 
tjianks to Ood> did me ho barm. Here it was 

'that for the first time, Aaron Burr, & most 
amiable y<MUh of twenty, came to my view. He 
then was a cadet. It will require amost cogant 
«videnee., to convince my mind, tbat he ever 
intended any ill to his country of late years, by 
bis various speculations. Though differing in 
ItoUtic^- opinion from, him, no reason has as yet 
been laid, before uic, to induoe a belief, that be 
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WS8 traiteraas to bis eonntry. Howev«r, take 
ibis as the way'ward ideas of a person totidly 
excluded from a knowledge of the secrets of 
the eabin'etj who was somewhat attentive to its 
operations* so far as newspaper information can 
elucidate. 

"We marched as hastily as our wearied and 
feeble limbs could admit, hoping soon to sliare 
in something like an abysinian feast. The eor- 
vatures of the river, bad deceived us in the cal- 
culation of distance. It was many hours ere we 
came to the place of slaughter. We found a 
fire>"but ^0 provision, except a small quantity 
of oaten meal, resembling in grit, our chopped 
rye. Simpson warmed some of this in water^ 
and ate with gout. To me it was nauseous: 
this may have been owing to the luncheon from 
Smith's hoard. The French men told us, that 
those who preceded, had devoured the very 
entrails of the cattle. One of the eastern men, 
as we came to the fire, was gorging the last bit 
of the colon, half rinsed — half broiled. It uiay 
be said, he ate with pleasure, as be tore it as 
a hungry dog would tear a haunch of meat. We 
soon encamped for the night, flfaeered by,.the 
hope of succor. 

November 4th. About two o'clock, P. M. we 
arrived at a large stream coming from the east, 
which we ran through, though more than mid- 
deep, lliis was the most chilling bath we bad 
hitherto received : the weather was i-aw and cold. 
It was the 17th, and the harshest of my birth- 
days. Within a few liundlWd yards of the 
river, stood the "first bouse" in Canada: we 
approached it in exta*^, sure of being relieved 
from death, by the means of famine. Many of 
«ur compatriots were unaware of that deaths 
G 
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tMok ai!i«M ftem uiddm rtfbtioK. The sctire 
^fH oC AnaoU>. wUlk sueS. aMa assistanta as 
John IVL Ta^ylor and Steele*, bad laid in, a great 
stock ofipvoTvions. The m«fi were lunanst to> 
l^waSi anfl iosaUable. Three st^vaJtiaas hod 
taaght me wisdom. M; friends took my advice. 
9ilt»i no4with^:aBdin^ tb« irccfragabie ugumenta 
tlte offioeBs. used to, insutw, moderodiui* tbe men 
■HWire outrageouA itpon tbe sntyect,, tileg had ns 
eompFefaensiion.of suehreasoniHgi. A P^nsylva- 
nian (renman of ourc^ui^any, a goad' and order- 
ly sol^ei^ who, from.111; affeotion tttwards him^ 
I waitcbed like another doetorPedroPosiiivfl;, yet 
ftll representation ami reasoriag on my part^ had 
no inflnenee. Bfiiled beef, bat bread, potatoes^ 
(wUed and ironsted* vere gosmandized without 
stiptt He seemed to, defy death, for the mere en- 
joyment of pre sent gratifieation, and died two days 
after. Many of the mensiftkened. Ifnotmuoh 
mistaken, We lost throe of our company, hyt 
theii- impnidenee on. tjiis oeeasioD. The imme- 
diate extension of the stomach by food, after a 
lengthy faat^ operates a more sudden extinetion 
of life, than the total absence of aliment. At: 
tkif piBoe, we, for the first tiine, had: tbe plea- 
sure of seeing the worthy and respenteble ladiaBf 
Ifatsnis, and his htrothcr Sabatis, with some 
others, of their tribe, (tiie Abenaquis.) Lien- 
teq^t Steele toM »s, that when hefirst arrived, 
Natanifl came to him, in. an abrnpt but friend- 
ly manner, and gave him' a cordial, shake by 
tibe kand, intimating a prevsuus personal know^ 
Wdge of him. When we came, be a[^roaehe4 
CunBing^am, Boyd, and myself, uid diook bands 
ia the w^. of att old aiequaintanee. We now: 
learned from him, that on the evening when we 
Ibnt encamped on tbc » Bead-rrrer(" (Septem- 
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lief ^th) in our first Hseension^ l^&laj witiiia 
yievr of our cainpi xaA so contimied iaiiy and 
Dightlv to attend our vojrage, until the path 
prespiited, which led {liractly into Canada. Tlili 
he tuok; to tlie qitpstion, "Why did you not 
speak to TourfricndB! Uv. r«adil; ati8nered> &mi 
truly, " You would have killed me." This waa 
most .likely, as our prejudices againt him had 
been moat strongly cxeited, and we had no limit 
ia our orders, as to thU devoted person, He» 
ViH brother SabatU, and seventeen other Indiana^ 
Ihe nephews and friends of-Natanis, marciied 
u-itli us to Quebec. In'dte attack of (Jiat |)laee> 
ontlie moi-nine of the first. of January ToUowinet 
Natanisr received a mnequet hall throu^ hu 
wrist. HewloptedaHiirurgeir/, which seemed 
extraotdinarys at the time; and quite new* but 
wbieli now seems to me* to be that of natut« 
itself. Hedrew a pledget of lioneH quite tlirough 
(li« wouitd, the ends of which, Iiung down oa 
each side of (he arm. He was taken prisoseri 
but general Carlcloa discharged him immediat- 
ly with strong tok'sns of commiseratioo. Thi» 
Ht the first instance in the course of oar rerolu* 
tionnry war, uf the euiplvynient of Indians in 
aviual warfare against our enemies. To be ntr* 
it was the act ol' a junior commander, unwar- 
ranted, so far as has come to my knowledge*. - 
by the orders of bis superiors; yet it seemed ts 
authorize, in a small degree, upon the part ^f 
our opponents, that horrible system ef appear. 
aion, which in a short time ensued* and aBt«B»' 
i^eil and disgusted the civilized world. 

Nov. 5th. Hunger, « Inch neither knows ^t 
-vernaoce or restraint, bewg new gratified, we 
turned onr att^tion t«ward) oor friends, wh« 
yiere still in the vilderiuiiB. BnUthluidginpsva* 
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(for recolleetioh does not serve to say how my 
frieads Hendricks and NioheU were employed, 
butit was ct^rtaialy in doing good)) always active^' 
procured two young Indiana, nephews of Iifata- 
nis* *( Sweet fellows," (as Simpson called tlienij) 
to proceed on the following morning to the great 
fall, for the person of the invaluable M'Cle- 
land. Before we started, it gave me pleasure to 
see Ihcbe youths, excited by the I'eward obtain- 
ed, pushing their bircb-bark canoe against the 
strict current of the river. It seemed Uke an 
ecg'sbell. to bound over tbe surface of the waves 
of every apposing ripplft. To end at once this 
dolorous part of our story j the young men, in 
despite of every impediment from the waters, 
and the solicitations of the starved wanderers 
intbe rear, for food, hurried on to the fall, and 
00 the evening of the third day, brought our 
dyins friend to tbe " first house." The follow 
ing day h« died, and his corpse received a due 
respect from the inhabitants of the vicinage. 
We were informed of this a month after. This 
i-eal eatbolieism towards the remains of one we 
loved, made a deep and wide breach upon 
my early prejudices, which since that period baa 
canicd no regret; but has induced a more. ex- 
leaded aud paternal view of mankind, unbound- 
ed by sect or opinion. 

The morning of tbe Glli Nov. we marched in 
straggling parties, through n flat and rich coun- 
try, sprmkled, it might be said, decorated, by 
many low houses, all while washed, which ap- 
peared to be the warm abodes of a contented 
peoiHe. Kvery now and then, a chapel came ia 
■ight ; but mere frequently the rude, hut pioua 
imitations of the .sufferings of our Saviour, and 
the image qf tbe virgin. These things created 






■try, 
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mrprize) it least* in my vAaif for vliete I 

thought there vould be little other than bariiar- 
it;, we fouod cirilized men, in a comfortable 
state^ enjoying all the benefits arismg from the 
in§ti(utions of eivil society. The river, along 
which the road ran> in this tlays march, became 
in the most part oar guide. It now flowed in a 
deep and almost sightless corrent; where my 
opportunitiea gave tne a view. Our abstemioas- 
nesB was stilt adhered to. About noon of the 
ne&t day, w€ arrived at the quarters ftf Arnold^ 
a station he had talcen for the purpose-of half- 
iog and embodying the whole of our emaciated 
and straggling troops. We were now perhaps 
thirty mites from point Levi; which-is on the 
S(. Lawrence, and nearly opposite to Quebee, 
Now our mess had " friends at court." Arnold^ 
since we left the " twelve-mile-carpying place,** 
the last time, had, deservedly, taken Steele as & 
guide, into his mess ; and he hnd<beeome b kind 
of aid.de-campT— he was, to say no more, a con- 
fidential man. John M. Taylor, keen and hold 
as an Irish grey-hound, was of our company, 
being a ready penman and excellent accountant : 
He was at once exalted, by the shrewd and dis- 
cerning eye of Amolil. to the offices of purveyor 
and commissai'y. We had no distinction* of of- 
fice, scarcely any of rank, la those days. Onr 
squad, in consequence, came boldly up to head- 
quarters, though we came nbt now into their pre- 
sence. Steele, who was in waiting, pointed to 
\the slaughter-house, a hundred yards distant. 
Thither we went, determined to indulge. Heife 
we found our friend Taylor, worried almost to 
death, in dealing out the sustenance of life to 
others. Without hyperbole op oironmlooution, 
he gave BsaBmanypounds of beef-stakes a»we 

6 a 



^le to cfatry. tVoiseCfUitg to ^te aezl hoaM, 
• mile below, some one of the pari; became 
tovk. Good bread »nd potatoes, trftfa the tie* 
oom|iaiiynieiit of bef^- stake, produced a stTory 
jDaeal. Believing myself ont of diiflger -fVonit 
any exU'aordinitry indulgence of iqqtetite, the 
Que quantity was exceeded, andyel, believe me, 
it WM (H>t more than an ancborite mi^t reli* 
^oasiy take. We soon became scnaiUe of tbb: 
aet of imprttdeuce. The mareh of the aAer- 
Bvon was a dull and- heavy 9ne.. A fever attack- 
etl me. X beeame, according to my feelings, the 
most miBemhle of fanman beings. SetermiBed 
faot to lag behind, my eyes, at times, could. ~ 
searcely disccra the vray, nor niy legs do tfaeie- 
offipc. We did not march for this aftersooa. 
in this high latitude, a winter's (lay isve^- 
short and Beijing. The evening . bronght me. 
no oomfi^ti though we slept wavmly in a fhnai 
house. ** , 

- ^jovember 7th> — The army now formed Iota 
tnofe regular and eoinfiact order, in the morn* 
ipg, pretty early, we proceeded. About nooR 
ipy disorder had increased so iotolenkbly, that 1 
oould not put « foot forward. ' Seating myaeH' 
upon a log at the way side, tbe troops passed tm. 
In the rear came Arnold on horsebaekb He 
knew my name and charaetcr, and, good mttn- 
redly, En^ired after my health. Being itfom^' 
ed, he disptDunted, ^n down to the river side, 
and bailed the owner of the hoase, which stood 
opposite across the water. TIte good Canadian, 
inhlseanoe, quickly arrived. Deposilnig my gun . 
and aecoutrcments in tbe hands of one of our 
men, who attended upon me, and had be«ni dts- . 
armed by losing b!s rifle in some one of the 
VWfkiBgs aboY«» and Arnold jpntting twe sikisr 






Mlam iMo my ftnndt, the Vnw^Hm MUrled 
me to bii boaie. Ouisg to b«d witli % higb trwvr 
Bpoa met I la; tUl this Rod the following 6*f 
withMt tasting fimd. That Hai btm the ea»$i 
«f the diaeue, its tthatnee becanw tbe nre. 

The RioRiingof the third Axyt (lOtfa Ifer.) 
brought me hei^th. Tbe ini*tres§ of the haoMi 
who had been very attentire and kind, a«ked 
me to breabfkit. This hDmbie, but generaai 

.Bieal, constHtedof abewlof milk, for the gaesty 
with excellent breail. The (are of the faniil5 
was this same bread, garlie, and aalt-~I had ob- 
Berved, that this was the usual merning's diet) 
ftr I la;* in the stove- ream, where thb fiimil/ 
ale and slept. This worthy^amll; was eoiopos* 
ed of seven persons ; th^parents in the prime 
of life, and fire ebarmine ruddy ohildren* alt 
neatly and warmly <^thea[ in woolen* apparant- 

' iy ef their awn naBafaelory. Y<yi might sop- 
p<rae, from the manner of their living, that those 
persons were poor. No sufch thing, l^ey were 
it) good eir^nmstanoes. Their house, barn, 8ta<- 
blingt &c. were warm and comfbrtable, and 
their diet saefa as is universal among (be Freneh 
peasantry ef Canada. Proffering my two dol- 
lars to this bsnest man, h« rejeeted tliem wtfli 
Mtnething libe disdain in hh eaunteiianee> inti>' 
matingte me that he had merely obeyed the dfe- 
tates «f religion and hnmanity. Tears filled 
my eyes when I took my leave of these amiable 
pei^e. But the? bad not even yet done enough 
ftr nb llie fiither insisted on attending me 
to'the ferry some miles off, where the river 
takes a torn almost due north, to meet the St.' 
Lawrenee. Here my worthy host procured me 
a passage scettfree, observing to me my motiey 
might be required before tbe army eonld he 
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wm^fcen. lAOdinK o'n the BOitfa bank of the 

«ver, the v&y eoula not be mistaken, the track 
of the array had stroagly marked the route- 
To me it was a moat gloomy and solitary maroli. 
Not a Boul waa to be seen in the course of lea 
utiles. Being without arms, and in an unknown 
country, my inconsequence, and futileness lay, 
heavy en my spirits. Here and there was a 
form-hoifse, but the inbabitanls were either 
elosely lioused or absent from their homes. Af- 
teivooBi arriving at the quarters of our eom- 
pasyi my gun and aoeoutrements were reclaim- 
ed with ardour, and a solemn resolution never 
to part witb them agaiut unless it happened by 
the csa^ulsioD of the foe. The house, which 
the company possessei^ lay some hundreds 'of 
pM!?s from head -quarters, hut wilhin view. 
Morgan's quarters' were nearer. Where Hen- 
dricks made his lodgment is not now recollected, 
hut it was at do great diglanee. 

On the following da^, (Nov. 11th,) our guns 
in order, a scene openedf which then anil now 
seems to me to have exliibited us in a disrepu- 
table point of view : it evinced, at least, the 
necessity of a staid and sober conduct of the of- 
ficer, as weU as a strict stibordiaation and obe- 
dience of the private. A hurried and bolster* 
oaa report, eame from head-quarleis, that the 
British were landing to our left at a mill, about 
a mite off. JBaoh one grasped his arms. >lor- 
gan and the Indians, who lay nearest to the' 
commander's quarters, were foremost. The 
runnlRg va» severe. The lading Indians, and 

■ a variety of the three companies were inter- 
mingled. Coming to the brow of tbe precipice, 
bat still unseen, we ncrceived a boat lauding, 

' -wbieh eame Eiram a f ngate lading in the stream. 



a mile belov. The boat came ft»h«Te. Aytmtb 
snruBg from it : The tide ebbing, the boatswun 
thought it better to obtain a^deeper landing- 
place, nearer the mill, and dnKv off*. Margan, 
apprehensive of a discovery of our prewacei 
/ired at the boat's crew. A volley ensued with- 
out harm, probably because of the great space 
between us. They pnlled aff shore, nntH be- 
yond the range of our guns, leaving the mid- 
sltiiiinan to our mercy. The hapless youth, COB- 
fouaded, unknowing what to do, plunged Into 
the river, hoping to regain his boat. His friend 
flying from him, — he waded, he swftHi, yet eeald 
not reach the boat. At the distance, perbapB, «[ 
one hundred and fifty yards, nothing but his 
liead above water, a shooting-match tocA plaer» 
and believe me, the balls of Morgan, SimpMrn* 
Humphreys, and others, played around, anQ 
within a few inches of his head. Even afEer (t 
lapse of thirty years, it gives me pain to rceol- 
lect, that tny gun was dischiu^d at him. fiucb^ 
bowever, was the savage ferocity engendered, 
in those ungracious times, by a devolution of 
the ministry of the mother-country, from the 
true line of conduct towards her colonies. 

M'Kensie, (the name of the young man,) see- 
ing that his boat's crew had deserted lilm, show- 
ed ft desire to surrender, by approaobing the 
shore. The firing ceased. But a still more 
disgusting occurrence than the preceding, Al- 
lowed. The ladi coming towards (he shore, 
evidently intending to submit, Sabatis, the In- 
dian, the brother of Vatanis, sprung forward, 
scalping knife in band, seemingly intendii^ to 
end the strife at a single blow. The humanHy 
of Morgan and Humphreys, towards a suceum- 
bent foe> wai exeited. Ow m the «^r «f 
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tjken, Mis net mv' reteeltfietod Which, in p&rtleu- 
lar,-bybiB agiUt; -ftnd Kiitbzing powers of body, 
waseDtibledtopreticde&eJLBdian^scveralyarda. 
'fbis 4M»te>t «f*Stbietieism was observed from 
tke ahene, wlirFC we were, with groat interest. 
Mwgan breugbt tfae bo^ (for he was' vrtsiYlj 
■uob^) l«land, and afierwania esteemed bim, 
fer lie merited the good will of a hen* : "Wet 
Vd hwq^, we returned to quarters. Running 
alwig the ttore ^th oar prey,' the Haater sloop 
of »HT, haviag warpedvp for the purpese, pelted 
m ati tlie way with ball and grape shot. It wbi 
no eaay matter t« a»(te»d the bank, which was 
«teep Mod craggy. Our ]Mrt8oaer was prudently 
loqiwrioaa, and very getateel. He liad left the 
eloop, «f whieh be was a Tnidshipman, upon 
(i«iBBMiDd, la prtMnin; sfUm and oars, which lay 
inibeiBilL He Iwd ordered off* the beat to pre> 
eurea hetler landii^, wh«n e«ff imprudeat fii'e 
<h«*« his people- fiwm him: He was the brother 
of e^tain M*KenBie of the Pearl frigate. In 
1777, the young M'Kensie was again taken. I 
saw him at IjuMaster, (Pennsylvania,) aMive, 
lively, and faco^ns as ever. - During our stay 
at point Levi, Colonel Arnold was bii^ly engag- 
ed. Being now discovered, it became hs to 
pass the St. Lawrenee as soon as possible. The 
main diffieulty eonsisted in the proeurement of 
beats OF eanoei. Those kinds of craft on this 
paK of the piver, had previously to our arrival, 
been seeured by the vigilance ef goverument, 
whieh it is likely had some intimation of an in- 
road in the direetloa we came. Twenty-five 
canoes, chiefiy of birch bark, were with difll-' 
ealty praoured. . Ilie eeaimand of these was 
oonferred upon lienteoant Steele, who selected 
the sAeemmSf'Sf wfaom it euite to me to bo 



ia the ■qptt* aiid that io ike most alaat i 
Ben* at s time the tide- Hmrveil. 
' B«tveeD> the bMFS. of 10»}d tl.«>rin^ «b 
die Bi^t of tlie li^th of I'fftiemlKiry Ae troops 
{MPaUotf on Hhe beaeti,. ava the' nifl hofciw 
neslioRed) vithout no^ w bustle, ^le enrgo 



■WAS deepMchedi—llwii » aeeoa^:. vpoB onfciM 
dw 1<ara>se a (hivd tiiBe> bo ttwMbnC hmpenva 
to Bky f nraid' Stcelo, whtoWyon KM9tmvAy«r 



dit. Betng^aCfteansidOTflblfrdbtimee-lieUiiidwitb 
Iu» cuMw, leoulflnt^. 8titao«e«rring, ehmm 
tiifrtrABsaetiott, bot shon ur t^ daas«n tkMtgli 
my lite wouIiLbavebeeirwiUiDgJ/ risbedJbp bn, 
And yet the relaCton of tbw fnct, is most unqaes- 
tioDob]; true. These frequent aflMmsitiMMa 
may appeav aMoefvb&t awkward, and tv btnv 
fbe defeli^ of our st«ry i bat .our suAkringB wen 
so oxtraoEdinHfy in ttteic kiiHlB* aad so ag^wrat- 
«)] by the-uature of the severe' sernoes we an^ 
derwcnt, that- now -a-days it will Feqairea fidth 
almost apppoaching' to creduti^>. to eoavinee 
the mind of their tmith^ Steele steered a bir<A- 
hu<k oauoo, the weight, am) it is Hkely the ' 
ftwkwardness of the'ineBt wkeo^ajiaut t)ie mid- 
^e of the river, (which at this {liaeeis fuHy 
two .miles- witte,) ^burst the caaAe; The bmb 
who were in il^ swaai to, er were tak«i i^, hj 
the canoes nearest to them. It.was'Otfaenrisfi 
witli Steele-. Be was (he last to get to a eanoa 
ottder the nianagemont of the worthy Wheeler: - 
bat it was full of men. There eould be no ad- 
mittance. The stuersinen. advi»eit and ^eelb ' 
was Qompelled from access^, to tbr^xr im arms ' 
oTor the stepn — Wliceler, seatinr himself upim 
them, so as to hold bim securcfy^ ibr it was it 
bleak Mid nuBd^iag night. Tfanu* io: tbio sutn- 



■aev vas.tMft ^JuAky and ttfoeBtoiou* oflEwr* 
floated to the Bhore at 'Wolfs cove. Here there 
was an uniBliabited houae. A fire had been light- 
ed in it> by some of our people, who first land- 
ed. It became a pole-star to ua io the.rear, we 
steered for it. J^andEng about half an hour ^- 
ter Steele, we found him at the fire, seemingly 
ohitled to the. heart; but be was a man not to 
be dis-spirited by slight matters. Friction anon 
restored him to his usual aaimation. The mfion, 
now about three o'eiook, shone bpighll^, atyd the 
tide run out rapidly, so that the passing of the 
.rest, of the troops, about one hundred tuid fifty 
in number, this night, was given up. This cir- 
eumstanee, of the absence of so large a part of 
.«ur force, was known but to few. They joined 
us on the following night. It had been the in- 
tention of our chief, to storm the town this 
night j but the deficiency of our sealing ladders, 
many of whioh were left beyond the river, now 
reiwessed that design. 

Kovember 14bth. The troops easily ascended 
the bill, by a good road cut in it slantingly. 
This was not the case in 1769, when the im- 
mortal Wolf mounted here, it was then a steep 
deolivity, enfiladed by a host of savages, but was 
surmounted by the eager and gallant spirit of 
our nation- 
November 19tli. Arriving on the brow of the 
precipice, we found ourselves on the plains of 
Abraham, so deservedly famous in story. The 
morning was cold, and we were thinly clad. 
'While an adventurous party despalelied by Ar- 
nold, under the command of one of Morgan's 
lieutenants, were examining the walls of the 
eity, we were pacing the Plains to aud fro, in 
"' I to keep ourselfes warm. The winter 
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had set in— a mU northveiter Uew. with ub- 
commod feeeMiesB. By the time the reoonait- 
i^iog party returned, dayli^t was not rery dii- 
tant. The party tbund every thing towards 
tfae city, in a state of perfeet quietnesB. This 
reportiros delivet^d, in my presence, to Morgavt 
bovever, the oountry may have been reptvsentr 
ei Binee. Not eTco the erj of "All's well/* 
■was altered, was a part of their repttrt, yet we 
hearO that cry from tfae walls, evea where we 
were; 'but this in a direct line, was nearer to 
ns than the voices opposite lo the party*. This 
was the happy montent, but with our sitiaJJ aod 
ilisjointed foree, what could he Jone? Tlierc 
was searcely more than three hundred and Utty 
' men, willing and detepinioetl to be sore, but 
too few to assail a* fortress such as Quebt-c;is. 
If thai had been known this night, wtrirli was 
evidenced in a few days by the fugitives from the 
city, Arnold would most assuredly have hazard- 
ed an attack. St. John's gate, which openn on 
Abraham's plains, and is a most important sta- 
tion, was nnbarre<l, nay, unclosed : nothing hut 
a single cannon under the care of a dhtwsy 
watch, was tl>ere as a defence; we were not 
a mile distant, and might hare entered unknownt 
and even unseen. These are uncertain opinions, 
resting on the vague reports of the moineatf 
frhicb might hare been true, or untrue. My 
tacmory is, however, fresh in the recollection 
ftf the heart-burnings this fHilure caused among 
us. Providciice, for wise purposes, would 
Lave it otherwise. Near daylight, requiring 
rest and refreshment, thf troops moved a mile; 
to a farm-house of Lieutenant Governor Cald- 
well's. This was a great pile of wooden huiJd- 
Utg8, with nnmeroiis mttbovMu ^eh teMifi^ 



84 

Hat aef«eQUw«I «piR>l md t«rt« of ti^ «tbw. 
He> B*Qd Sflul) was tben snug is Q,H*liec. Thote 
who eane firet> fbrad well, and rb luck would 
bnvfl it, we w«r9 of tbe number: «U vUhin audi 
"WiUhoot tbe boiuet became ivpro;. Adrorsi^ 
]U4 destroyed in oitr misda, every ileeoroas w 
dfUoaie •eDifttion- O^uds were stationed oest 
tH« oit;. Wrapped in my blanket, .feaclets of 
«vent», osating my pepgon en th« ioor of an ele- 
gant fiKldoiir, I uept sweetly and soundly, till 
two in the ofierawn, and then was TouKd sole-^ 
ly b J a ery» that the iwteniy was advwein^. 
We flew to «Fni>, and rather in a huvred man- 
ner, run towards the eity, .whieh was nei^E^ 
two niiJ^a frou UB. We s%w no (»emy. It turned 
•Vt tbat a Mr. Ogdes, a eadet fron Jersey, a 
large and bfuidsome y«ung man, in ^vw with 
Arnold, had be^i authorized to plnee tbe sentin- 
els that day. He ^fl place them, wort stupidly. 
GeergeMeroluuit,er Morgan's, nmao who would 
ftt any ti»«, give liiai fhirplay, have sold his 
life dearly, be stationed in » tliicket, within 
view ejf the enemy ) at the time of plaoing Iwm, 
when at his post, be was out of sight of the gar. 
risen ; but the wisebief wag, (t£ougb he could 
net 1^ seen,) hp could see no one approach; be 
vat taken abwlutoly unaware, of danger. A 
sergeant of the ''leventfa," who, from the man- 
ner of tbe thing, must have been ele?er, aooom- 
panied by a few privatesi slily ereeping through 
4e Btf eetl of the suburbs of St. Jeha, and then 
nndep tbe eovep of the bushes, t^ung upon the 
devoted Merebant, eyen before he had time to 
Vftek his rifle. Merchant was) a tall and band- 
sotne. VijglniaD. In a few days, be, hunting- 
shirt and all, were sent to fing^and, probab^ 
u a fiwhed ^peoinea of the ryktBtn of the eo^ 
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loniea. The goTcimtneat there very IIbe^aIIyf 
sent biu homii in the following year. 

Tfie capture Al' Merchant ei'ievc^ n%, anit 
tirought us within a few hnndt*eu jards of the el* 
ty. Arnold bad the boldness, }oa might t»y tM 
audacity, or still more correcllj, tlie folly, 14 
draw us up in a line, in front atiil oppuaitc t* 
the wall of (he city. The parapet was lined l^ 
hundreds of gaping citizens ami soldiera, wfaont 
our guns could not harin, lieoause of the dis- 
tance. They gave us a huKza ! We rettit-neil iU 
and remained a considerable lime huKZuio^, aUd 
spending our powder agaimt the walK for we 
banned no one. Some of »ur men te the rigbt> 
under the oover of something like ancient ditch- 
es and hillocks, crept forward -within two hun- 
dred yards of the works, but their 6f\tig wat 
disreganledhy the enemy asfaroleal. Febtger. 
'who was a real and well instrueted soMier, unA 
engineer, did advance singly within a hundred 
traees, and p«red with the eye of an adepts Bur* 
ing all this, as my station in the line happened 
^ be on a roouQd, a few feet higher than the 
«omraan level of flie plaiBf it Was pcrcejifible 
through (hP embrasures tbat tliere Was a vast 
bustle within. In some minutes a thirty-six 
pounder was let loose upon us; but so ill was th« 
gun pointed, that the ball fell short, or passed 
high over our heads. Another, and another sue- 
ceeded — to these salutes, we gave them all wo 
uould, another and another huzza. It mast be 
confessed, that this ridiculous affair, gave me « 
contemptible opision of Arnold. Thift notiMt 
ivas by no means singular. ^ MergauT Febigef 
and other officers, who had seen service, old 
not beutaie to speak of It in that point of view< 
However^ Ansld bad » rain desire to gtbtiQ-, 



of fvhioh ve were then ign«nst, He was well 
known at Quebec. Formerly, be had traded 
teoia this port to tlie West Indies, most par- 
tieularlf in the article of horses. Henee, be 
was despUed hy the principal people. Tbe ejd- 
Ihet " Horse jockey ,"- was freely uid universe 
sjly bestowed iipon him, by the Britiafa. Hav- 
ing now obtained power, be beeame aHXiouk 
to display it in the faces of those, who had for- 
. me'rly despised and coDtcmnod him. The vener- 
able CHrlclon, tM Irisbman of a most amikUe 
and mild cbaraeter> eotonel Madekn, a Scoteb- 
maiit old in warfRre, would not, in any shape, 
iBommnnicate with liim. If-Alontgoniery had 
originally been our commander, matters might 
httve been more civilly conduoted. Thil parti- 
cularity in relating a most trivial and disgust- 
iug ocQurrenee, {u-ises from a desire, to set b«- 
iorc you, a coutionary rule, whieh it will be 
prudent for you fo observe in your luslorical 
i-eading. ",Do not believe an author, unlets 
" tbe story he relates be probable, accompanied 
" by such circumstances as might reasonably 
'</ attend the transaefioa, unless he is eorrobo- 
.** rated by others, who speak on that subject." 
Many of our widest mep, within tlie colonies, 
wrote and spoke of this bravadhig, as a mat- 
ter of Dioment, and with much a^^tliijse. Even 
«tome of our historians, (Gordon) have given 
it celebrity'. But a more silly and boast- 
ful Bi'ilish historian, (Amwell) says there was 
a dreadful cannonade, by whieh many of tbe 
rebels were destroyed. Tbe truth is, that this 
day not a drop of blood was shed, but that of 
Governor Caldwell's horned eattle, hogs and 
ipoultry, which run pl(«tifully. After this vio- 
tory in huzzaing wlu«h wh« boya* pl^y, tat 



suited ne to A faair, ire retnimed to quartan tv 
pttrtnke <^ tbe ^od things of this worid. 

The Bext A«y, (Not. idtk,) a scene of a dif- 
fer«Dt kind opened, whiob let us into the true 
efaararter of Arnold. In the wildenwaSf the 
men bad been stinted ta a pint of flour hy the 
da;. This scanty allowance of Soar had been 
continued sinee we had come into this plentiful 
-country. Morgan, Hendricks and Smitbr watt- 
■ed upon the cummandec in chief, to refM^gent 
<he grievance and obtain redresi. Altercation 
'and irarm language took place. Smith, with 
bis usual loquacity, told us, (hat Morgan seem- 
ed, at one time, upon the point of stnking Ar- 
nold. We fWred the. better for this interview. 

On the fallowing day, (Nov. 16th,) the rifle- 
companies removed furtlier from the city. 
Abant half a mile from Caldwell's home, our 
eAmpiuiy obtained excellent qaarters* in the 
bouse ^ a French gentleman, who seemed 
wealthy. He was fdeasing in his manners, but 
the rudeness our ungovernable men exhibited, 
created in him an apparent disgust towards us. 
■Here we remained near a week. During that 
time, we bad constant and severe duty to per- 
form. There was a large building on the low 
grounds, near the river St. Charles, which was 
occupied by a most respectable society of ladies 
'as a nunnery. In the front of this house, at 
tlie distance of fifty yards, there was a spaciuufr 
log building, whieh seemed to be a school- house,^ 
occupied by the priesthood attendant on the nun- 
Bery. This house we took pofisession oT, its » 
euard-bouse, under an idea, as it slood directly 
Between the town andthe nunnei^, which cWitain^ 
ed some precious deposits, that they had Hot had 
HiJ- 



ia tbi» direollon. 'Ffae conjecture was just. 

Sov, letli. — Ib die aftem«on « distretsing o«> i 
eoiTence took place kere* notwithstandifig our 
vkinty to this holy pltiee.- Towniila the even- 
ing' tbeguard was relieved. Uetit. Simpsos' 
eommaDded it. This guard-waB composed of 
Iwo-and-twentj fine fellows, of our oompany.' 
'VTIien the relief-guard came, » FrAchmaa, of 
a moat villainous appearance* both as to p^wn 
and visage,' oame to our lieutenant, with >e writ- 
ten order from coUonel Arnold, commaDdii^' 
Iiiin to aocompany the bearer, who 'Wonid be' 
our guide across the river 8t,-CIiarles, to obtai» 
some eattle feeding i>eyond it, on the aoeoiint of 
government. The order, in the' first instanoe^ 
because of its preposterousnoss, was >douhted, 
bat, uiiOB a little reQectiton, ebej'Bd. Knowing 
tiie danger, our worthy lieutenant also knew, 
the best and only means of executing the'cnter^ 
prize.' The call " come on lade," was uttered. 
We ran with speed from the' guard-house som« 
faumlreda of yards, over the pHunto the mautb 
- of (lie St. Charles, where the ferry is. Neat 
the ferry there was a large wind-mill, and near 
$t stood a BDiall bouse resembling a C^Mper's 
afaap. Two earts of a large Mze, were passiajr 
the ferry heavily laden with the hpushtdd-stu^ 
and women and children of 'the townsnaea flying 
tVom the suburbs of St; Roifae, contiguous ttt 
palace-gHte, to avoid the terriUe Mill fatal ef* 
fects of war. The carts were already in a lui^e 
Knw, or flat-bottomed hoatt and the ferrymen, 
seeing us coming, w«re tuning bard at thofer- 
ly-rope, to get oS' the Iwat, whieh was agrounflj 
wfore we shonbl 'arrive. It was no small mat- 
ttTt in exertioD, to oiitdo popple of Our a^pil^y: 



fifany*oBf #ilh bis <iuinl g«o* hwmflwtf urf^d 
the meer from a hope that the garrisea would 
not An upon na, when in the boat with thwr 
Hyiag lownsaiCD. The weight of onr bodies 
and mtm» put tlie boat aground in good earnest 
Simpson voeiferously urging the men to free the 
bsut, directiug them to plaee their guns in my 
.itnnB* standing on the bow. He ordered me to- 
watch the flashes of the oannon* er the citj^ 
near palace gtrte. Jumpiag iatu the water mii- 
deep, all but sen^ant Uixon and mjMlt', the; 
vere pushing, pulliflgr and with handspikes at-' 
tempting to iloat the seow. Oae.of the carts' 
stood between Dixon and myself'~hv was tiig> 
^ng at the ferry ro^. Presently '< a shot,V 
was eaUed, it went wide of the boatr its mark. 
The exerlionB of the party were reduubled. 
Keeping AD CQ'e upon the town, the sun about 
setting, in a dear. sky, the view was beautiful 
indeed, but somewhat terrific, fiattlentents 
like these had been unknown to me. Our boat 
lay Jtke a Nok. in the water, and was a target 
St pMnt blank shot, about three-fourths of ar 
Htile from .palace gate, which isHies into St. 
Roqne. I would have adored all the saints in 
the Kalendar^ if lioDur and llieir worships 
would bwf» (termitted the tranaportation of my 
person a few perches from the spot where it thco 
stood, by the austere command of duty,. It was 
plainly obserrable tbat>many persons were en- 
gaged in preparing tbe guBS for another dis- 

• This was a rldiciUona practice, universally sdopteil 
tat the camp near Boston, and was now pursued at tlas 
place. It b merely designative <rf' the raw soldier. 
Such in^oatittns of foar «hautd Dtnr-a-days be scTerely 
repnauuidetL l . , . 



cAurge. Oar tn^fetBui vVre fltratni^ lAmrf 
nerre to oUutia sucaeas. ** A riitrt," was all 
that could 1m; auid, wben a tliiKy-aix pound ballt 
tou^iug tlie lower edge of the aol» of tte cart- 
wiierl, descending a litde* took the leg of mj 
pHlriotio fi-ieud below the knee, and earried 
zvfity the bones of that part entirely. "Oh! 
Sinipsont" he eried» " I am gone." SimpBoa* 
wtioa& heart was teader and kind, leaped into 
the boat : calling to . the men, the person of 
Dixon was bornr to the wimluiill. Now a roar 
<^ triumph was heard from the eitj, aocompa- 
aicd by some tolerably well direeted shots, l^he 
Bufortunate was borne ata slow and solemn pace, 
to tiie gitard-honse, the enemy, every now and 
then, gendit^ us his majesty's: ooBipllments, in 
the shape of a 34. or S6 poiuwl ball. When the 
procession eame into a line with the town, the 
guard-house and nunnery, the firing ceased. 
At the time we were most busily engaged with 
Bison, at the wiodmilli the vile Frenobm'an, 
Sghast and horror slrieben, fledfi-om us to the 
:eity. If his delertioa bad been notieed in time, 
his liite bad been sealed, but the rascal was ua- 
obserred till be had mn several hundred yards 
along the beach of the bay of St. Charles. He 
turned oat to be a spy,- purposely sent by ^v- 
emment to decoy and entrap us, and be aueeeed- 
ed but too ea^y with the vigitant Arnold. 
Dixon was now carried on a litter to the house 
of nn Eii^ish gentlemun, about a mile c^. As 
amputation took place — a tetanus followed, 
vhieb, ahont 9 o'clock of the ensuing day, end- 
ed in the dissolution of this honorable eitizen 
and- soldier. There are many rpAsons for de- 
tailing this aSiiir so minirtely to you. Among 
Aes«M«^to:.ii{)pKBBiupoa.;our -minds an idc>- 



of the RnBners aAd apEtil <lf tfaos^ tStneff : oar 
bicana Rod ruile methotls vf warl^re : but more 
partiouJarly for tlie purjHise of introdncing to 
yoiir observation an anecdote of Dixon, which 
is characteristic of the ittea» and feelings then 
Entertained by the generality of his countPfmea. 
Before we left onr native homes, tea had, as it 
wore, become an abomintrtiun eren to the ladies, 
'l^e' taxation of it by the parliament of £b- 
gtaad, with design to draw from ns a trilling 
revenue, was m^tle the pretence with the gvetit' 
body of the people, for our opposition to gov- 
eroment. The trtie groundr'howeVer, with the 
poKtically wise, was, that that law annibilated' 
dur rights as Englishaten. It is an axiNB of 
the common law of our glorious aueestors, that 
taxation and ' representation must go hand in' 
hnnd. This riUe was now violated. Henee it^ 
-was, Ihat aa one male or lemale, knewing tbejp 
r^hts, if possessed of the lea«t spark of pat- 
riotism, would deign to taste of that deli^tfol 
heverage. The lady of the bouse, thougU nol: 
ope who apiawved of our principles of aetisiH- 
was very attentive to.oup' wounded csmpanioB :' 
she prcseoded Lima bowl of tea; " No madam," 
said be, '* it is the ruin of my eoantry." 

Uttering this nohle sentiment, (NoniTth,)' 
this invaluable eilizen died, sincerely kimented 
by every one who had tho opportunity of knOw-- 
]i^ his virtues. Dix^ was a gentlemaa af good:' 
property -and education, though no more than: 
the first sei^eant of our com|>aay. His estate 
lay in W. Hanover township," in the county of 
lABcastcr, (now in Dauphin.) He was an agri- 
cultnralist, which, io the vaguwess and usoer- 
taisty of our language* is oalled " a famAr," 
lo tact he «M a f reetulder, .Uie poisesaw ^ »■ 



«vtciM«at tract ot IVBd, a«eonpanied Kf all 
ttoae a^reeablcB whieh render the cultivator of 
tiueftrtfa, in PennBylvaaiiif the mostiodependentf 
aadt with prudent «caeomy, the most nappy of 
iiiman beisgs. The IbHoviDg morning, Simp- 
wn WKS tfa« tint to give me an aeeoant of Dixon's 
death, which ^eoted us much, Lis corpse re- 
eelred tiie usual military honors. Duty com- 
p^e4 ' ray abseace elsewhere. The blood of 
DixwB wastlie first ei»lation made upon the altar 
ftf idbertyat Qiid>ec( and Merelia^t was th« 
Arst prisoner. The latter was a braVe and de- 
ternitted soldier, fitted for subordinate station j 
tlie fanacr was intuitively a captain. The city 
tuid vicinity oeeapied the attention of the com'' 
mander nearly a week. 

X«v. 18th.'— Not being fully in the secret, it 
does not become mc to recount the causes of our 
xetreat, to Point Aux Tremble. We dhl liowe^ 
T«r make this retrograde movement, rather in a 
slovenly style, aeeompanied, probably, b)^ the' 
maledictions of the ^i^ and nobility, but at- 
tended by the reg^ts of a host of wcll-wisbers 
among the peau^itry. Point Aux TrembJe is 
at the distanee of twenty, or moi-e, miles from 
Quebec. The route thither, though in a severe 
vrinter, was interestiBg. The woods were leaf- 
iest*, ex«ept as to those trees of the flr-kiad; 
but numerous neat and liandaomely situated 
farm-httuaesf and many twauliful landscapes 
were presented, and enUvened our march along 
this mi^estio stream. At Detroit, which is 
supposed to lie little short of nine hundred miles 
from Quebec :— even there, it is no contempti- 
ble river, hut here the immense volume of its 
watem, strikes tlw mind of the stranger with 
""''"'■ t and rapture. Our BusciuehaQna, 






i^A* fnm Its gffudom ftttKutaAfr Eon. 

peas »y«t stands in a low grade when eonparad 
with the St. lAwp«kee. AaoMiding the river at . 
a ^Uaoe af tea or fifteea wks, w* ahMrvad 
the rapid puttfe, iawn^abvaah of a boat, ao4 
wao afterwards of mh^ quo »r atharof w hiah 
coatained tlw penaa af Sir Qoy Csrictaii^ 
Tbat it ««« the govcroet af the imniaee, ^jiag' 
froia Meatgs^ierj', who had bj this ttna ea^ 
tnrod Maatreat, we were iiaftirued hy a epacM 
iamA of mesieagex'» whiek was ae othMr Hiai» 
the resertef the oannoa, bj v^y ef feii><le>ja;e> 
upon nia arrival at the oapilaL Waieis in re- 
ganl to the MunnuifiieatkM of louad, n aoarl}) 
aa gaod a eonduetov aa metak am, for the tiaas- 
wdasioii of the dtootrie fluid. Thou^ aeav-ta 
the place ef oup de^ioatioB* we cenld Bwrfc 
with preoiuoa the report of evepy gun. Ptdat 
Aux IVemhle^ at thiq time, had «,»uBied the 
appearance ef a itra^iog vilte|^. TheM was 
' a ipaeioHa chapel, where t^ eeretnonies of tb« 
BomaD'Calholie r^igion were perEnrmed, with 
a pOBi^ not seen in our ehurehes, hat by a fer- 
vency and acal appareotty verjr piMM>. wfaieh be- 
eawe a severe aad additieoal strohe at earljr' 
pngudiees. (^uartwft wwe ehtained in the vil- 
la^ and farm hwisas, diapereed over a apaoe of 
uuBC milea, up aad ikiwu the river. We enjoy- 
ed as mueh ccwftftwt a» tight housea, warm ^VB, 
and Dur aeantiaeBa of etething 'would admit.' 
Provisions were in pleoty* and pai^ieularly beef^. 
whichr theagh small in bulk, was ef aa exceii 
' lent fiavour. Being in a. few daja, aa it were^ 
domestieated ia a re^eetaUe fiinoer^s house, 
we now bitd leisare to observe the eooaomy of 
the family. Every eiwviee through which ceW 
air could penetrate, was esrefttUy pasted wfH* 






fltrips »f paper of evijy c*l«|ir. To penntt (b« 

cold air to uitniile is not the only evil which re- 
. suits; but the smallest interstice with the air* 
also admits an almost impalpable snow, which 
i^Tcry inconvenient, parficularly atnight> wheq 
the winds blow -most sharply. A stove of iron 
stood a small spdce from the waU of the kitchen 
chimney, hut in such a way that it might be en- 
compassed by the family or the guests. This 
stoye was kept continually hot, both by day and 
by night.' Over the stove their is a rack so con- 
structed as to serve for the drying of wet clothes, 
mockasins, &c. &e, When these people slaugh- 
ter their beasts for winter nse, they cut up the 
meat into small pieces, such as a half [Mund, 
two pounds £tG. aecui'diog .to the number of the 
family. In the evening before bedtime, the fe- 
males of the house, prepare the dinner of the 
followingday. Itmay be particularly deBcrihei 
as it was done in ouf view for a number of days 
together, and during the lime was never varied. 
This was the manner : A piece of pork or hecf^ 
or n portion of each kind, together with a suffi- 
ciency of enbbag«, potatoes and turnips, season- 
ed with salt, and an adeixuatequantity of water, 
were put into a neat tin kettle with a close Jid. 
The kettle, thus replenished, was placed on the 
strive in the room wlierc we all slept, and there 
it simmered till (he time of rising, when it was 
taken to a small tire in the kitchen, where a 
st«>wing continued till near noon, when they di- 
ned. The contents were teemed into a large 
bason. Each person had a plate — no knife was 
used, except on« to cut the bread, but a five or 
rfx pronged fork answered the purposes of a 
spoon. The meat required no cutting, as it was 
reduced to a miisilage, or at least to shreds. 
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^tili> yoa my uy, is trifflng infloiViKUaQf anf 
linwoTtbj«f your notice ; acooHing to my mintf, 
H is importsint to all of us, to know th« bafiit^ 
inanaeri, and means of existence of tbat ctasl 
tifsocielyf whid^, in all nstions, composei the 
"btdk and strength of thu body politic. Our 
dinner followed in a few hcmrs. I'^e manner of 
our csokery excited astonisbment In our basts. 
As much beef was consumed at a single meal, as 
Vould liave served this family for a week. Rc- 
Btiember, liowever, that the inesB eonsisted of 
persons who were entitled to double and treble 
rations. Two rosy-cheeked daughters of the 
hotisct soon contrived the means and obtained 
^Iic surplus. This circumstance^ most prohablyi 
made us agreeable to the familj', for wc ha4 
nothing else to bestow. The snow bad now fal- 
fen in abundance, and enlivened the country. 
Sleighs and deds were passing in every direetion. 
1'he farmers began to supply themselves with a 
full stock of winter's. fuel from the forest. No 
fowls were visible about the house — a few werfe 
kept alive for breeding in the ensuing summer, ia 
a close and wariji coop in tbe upper-slury of th« 
liarn. 1'he rest of the fowls, inteniled for the 
lOiarkct or winter's use, bad been slaughtered, 
early ia autumn, at setting in of the frost, and 
■frere hung up io the feathers in tjic ^rrct. 
Whence they were taken as wanted. Towi^da 
march tfaey become unsavoury, but in do way 
tainted. We became acguuinted w^h tbis kitul 
«f ecoooiny, but upon a much lar^ scale af- 
terwards when in a state of affliction and sor* 
row. The roads in this part fif Canada ,are kepC 
io excellent order, llie corvee of Eurepeas 
IPVaoee is maintained by the gpvemment in full 
ifSSbetf as tb its inioeipleB, but fu less rljg^d in 



itf praetiee. lie roads in low groaiuhf« wem 
ditched on the sides and eurred townnls fSe cen- 
tre." Everyfarty«riIfljyardsonea«h side ofthe 
road, throughout the extent of it, young pine* 
1r<tre stuck in the ground, to mark the central 
and safest passage. It is a law, that the landhold- 
jcr, whenever a snow ftills, whether by day oi; 
night, when it (teases, shall with his horses and 
cariole, retrace the road, formed on the preced- 
ing snow, throughout the extent of his grounds. 
This is a laborious duty, liut it was discernible^ 
that it was performed with punetuallty, if not 
pleaaare. In December, January, and February^ 
when the snow lays from three to five feet deep 
-over the surfbce, there is no travelling in this 
-country* bat by ways thus fbrmed, or upon anoW 
•hoes. 

On the first of December, general Montgo- 
mery, who was anxiously expected, arrived. Ar- 
nold's corps, was paraded in the front of tlie cha- 
pel. It was lowring and cold, bnt the appear- 
ance of the general here, gave us warmth and 
animation. He was well limbed, tall and hand' 
vomcj though bis face was much pock-marked. 
His air and manner, designated the real soldier. 
He made us a shbrt, but energetic and elegant 
speech, the burthen of which, was an applause 
of our spirit in passing the wilderness; a bopct 
Our persevferance in that spirit would continue; 
and a promise of warm clotbing; the latter 
was a most comfortable assurance. A few huz- 
zas from our freezing bodies, were returned' 
to this address of the gallant hero. Now new 
life was infused into the whole of the corps. 

The next day (December 2d,) we retraced the 
ronte from Quebec. A snow had fallen during' 
the night, and continued falling. To mareli'oii 
jibii Mow» wai a most fiitigoing basioesa. B^ 
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tliU time, we had generally furnished onrtelve* 
with seal-skin moekasins, which are largpi and 
aceording to the usage of the country, stuffed 
with. hay or leaves, to keepthe feet diy and 
warm. Every step taken in tlie dry snow, the 
moekasin having no raised heel to support the 
IMsition of the foot, it slipped baek, and thu» 
produced great weuaness. On tbis march the 
use of the snow-Hhoe was very obvious, but we 
were destitute of that article. The evening 
brought up the riflemen at an extensive house, 
in the parish of St. Foir, aboat three miles 
from Quebee. It was inhahited by tenants. Wer 
(aolc possession of a front parlour on the left^ 
Morgan, one upon the right, Hendricks, a baek 
apartment, and the soldiery in the upper part» 
of the house, and some warm out-baildings. 
' The next day (December Sd,) Morgan not 
finding himself Comfortable, moved a short space- 
nearer to the city. Here, in low and pretty eoun- 
tty houses, he and his men^ were neatly aecom- 
i&odated. It seemed to mc, that the Can adiansr 
in the vicinage of Quebec, lived as comfortablyy- 
, in generali As'tbe/generality of the Pennsylva- 
. niaus did, at that time, in the county of Lan- 
caster. It may readily oecu'r to you, that some- 
restriction ought to cramp this latitude of ex- 
pression; take it, however, as a deseriptioo 
«f our sensations, entertained in our minds- by 
the convenieneea we now enjoyed, in opposition 
to bur late privations. We had just arrived from 
a dreary and inhospitable wild, half-starred and 
thinly clothed, in a land of plenty, where we 
had full ratiens and warm quarters, oonsequent- 
. ly, our present fieelinga contrasted with former 
sufferings, might have appreciated in too high 
a degree, the happiness of the Cwuidian. yVhUf 
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■M HQV Miit ttvebt net to be t»|nn n uqrir}M» 
as aak^usion to lUe patUieal rights faut Iw ew 

.fine^ sold; to the ai>p^CRt prtttgeritf- awl ««•- 
■omy of fujaiUea. . ,■: 

J)e&eniber iSLli. We remained alu^t tsa days 
«t tiies^ quartos- . Tiiu tour* ol'4iUy, toArnold'v 
IMirt^t were peeuliarlf .severe. The «lC6ces» 
luA wenr still wore nothing ejse^ than ihe ra- 

' maiiu of tbe ■uminei- clotlui^, wliioh beiag op 
.their baek* ba4 escaped destructjicmao Ihie d^ 
asters of (be wilderness. The saow l^.tbra9 
feet deep over the face of ilte wfaol^ eowUryt 
and there was an addition to it almojit daiiy.. 
Man; impediinentg ctcourred, to delay tbe traKs- 
portatioQ of the clothing, which general Moot- 
gomery bad procured for us at >£>ptreal. Out . 
miserable «(atcj coatrar; to oar pria^pbis, «;(-> 
aitfid an illicit desire* to be. apinrreUBd mwm 
conifortahj/^ This desire would prekabl; bft^ 
laia dormant* but for a scoundrel CaAadiaQ^ 
who in all likelihood, was an enemy of Xaeittea- 
ast Governor Cromie's. One ^ornini; haviti^ 
returned from a eold njgbt's Aaty^ neaf piUaca. 
ffttet the fellow addressed Sin^psfOf who vvf 
1M only officer in qnarters, an^ cfininiiDi«»ted 
the jnfonnation: "That about two mileH .ug 
" the St. J^awrenee, lay a country seat of Gfi- 
" vernor Cronue'8, stoek^ld with Diany tbiagn 
'< we wanted, and l>e would be our guid«."; Ca^ 
v'tuh'B were imiaediately procured. Tbe bouWf 
9 neat bp^ was ronuintically situated on tb* 
steep bank of the river, futt very distant frmn -a 
ehapcl. Tbaugh in the i«i4rt of winter. tJifl 
^fiut di^iiayed the elegant taste and.abundwrt 
wealth of tae awnep. It must Ij« a iQost delight-* 
fui Bummer residiMiiM, io the months of Ja^. 
m^ Augue^ Vfbin ike hvi ^ ibh AWiJii«rjL«lu 
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ihatet -we«t8 Itreater tO'i«DStttioB« tiita thtd of 
«wr ettnttryr io the ssne' Beason. Ther liouM 
r^nudtisetj; luKKkiBg, the-ball-door waaoperiKft 
to^utbyan Iriihwoman, who, of the fiur epx» 
WM Ute-lftrgeat' and most brawny, tint ever 
-«aine' under my notiee. She was the stevardesa 
'4tr the house; - Our qnestioHs were answerei 
•*rith 'aa a|n»m>^ affability and Trankness. Sb« 
iMMdueed' «8 into the kitefaen, a large apar^' 
-■lentt W^ filled with those artioles, nhieli goo4> 
liven -thiBk neoes^flary, to the hifppy enjoyment 
-of life ' Hert'we obserTed, five or six CaiMiltMl- 
wovfantai huddled into a corner of the kitcheni 
tnmbliog with fear.' ■ Oar prying ey«s, soon' 
dlseovered a trap4aor Icwdhig into the ceHar: 
In the eouRlry houses of Canada^ becauaeof 

' fhe frigidity of the tliaiete, the' cellars are u«a> 
«Hy under a warm roan« and are principally 

-intended,' for the preservation of regetabfes; 
The cayity in this' inatanoe, abound^ with .a 
great variety of eataMes, of wbicfa; we weM 
Hot in the immediate want, '^e men ettt^reA 
k-^Firfcin, -after iirhin «f butler; lartf, tallowy 
beef, pork* fresh and salt— alt'be came a prey. 

-iWbile the men were rummaging below, the- 
Itoutenant descended to cause more de^ateh^ 
My duty w^ Io remain at the'^d of the trap- 
dbori with ttiybaek to the wall, and rifle cock*'' 
•d as a' sentry, keepnig a strict eye on the ser^. 

' Tants,' 'My good ' Irishvonan firequently beck* 
•n«d to neto deseend: ber drift was to oBtelt 
■t tril' in ;tbe trap. Lmdeily she was eompre'' 
iKiided. The cellar and kitehen being thoroogh^' 
W; gutted, and the spoil borne to the earriage'i>. 
the par^ dispepse^ into the ^trer apartments;' 
BeM .«as etei^taey.' The .ir^ and partidonsy 



108 

fti^ Ai^^VHiga^ nflipi, 4t«. *a. af the nMt'Mtei^ 
irated'wiiBta, A Bobi* vi«>v«rilw eity of Pfatt»> 
delpfaut npoB ft htrge mhIc. tBk«B-freiD tbe tmigb* 
boHrbopd «f -Csopu'* ferpjr, drew m; at(«iiliaa» 
vwlTiiueri someooDiptinotireUesB; bat warwri 
Ike 9eiesa«i idwfe^ stand •( •rraaten^Ii'.w'tba 
0o«t«»lB of :itia»1diHl. T)iei»tter man BueeMmb 
■»' tlie tHBHi^.- Omi> atMaMon 'ints mueli nwre 
attm«ted' b<r tbe tmXXy f««t(wr beds* oouoter^ 
'pRites, »nd ' ckftVming i««c-t^iiketi, vtiteh ■Hn 
iloiiBe Kflbrded. OF ihesp tb«M was ifeod atM^Cf 
nnd we left rM a-jst bohind-us. Th&ndoktBnd 
pr^jce* ID (he mriojes, w«i« filled witb smtdler 
AMielet; «ev«ral d«z«Ks of' ftdmirably-fiaislMd 
ef)Sis-ltiily«ft «vi fiwba— «««« a- aett of dsmrt 
1inl<r»8 iriM»ined (be nvtioe vXqut sapidity. A»> 
iae)c» -of- lb»nr npHnrnt. wl a tbottsMdih part 
•» tisuful. did net fiReape the aU-|;«H^n); hands 
' ^ tfafr ««)tl)er;, in a baek- apavlai«ntr there 
"BtooiJ a la ahagaay eaaeh, ov scttaeia a hif^y 
#»i«hed Bt^le.- The wealdwerh of the- eaueb waa 
Veised oa all Bides \y cmliiMiiw. and lastly, 
eevered by a it4«h df^md eilh. This to m, waa 
Iwaher,- beside* aw earM«« wem fuH. Uow- 
^vcr, «e g ra bb e d tb« matnus aad paHeta* all 
sgqalty elegant at the eouch; Havin)^, aa-wa 
tbat^M* diws^ hit £kxceUae; of all the apti* 
^» of prieie aeeeeeit;* we de^Med>> ee t e ari My 
and ewpaiidy^y aeeein(MBied'ay-tb»|»«aaMen* 
JBga o! tbe etewarden Air our awdevatfon. Bi« 
deubtebe had her nwata} Fatervatiaaa ; aa eoah 
^aiiaeu Kfl this* wrre8;aaded aaitber. <lllearth* 
(^apal. we met a p«r^ etf-Morgsa'ta mea aaiu 
tag te d* that* wUeh webad idteady daae. ^^bd 
lmt«t appeared elngriliadwbMi be aawtlu ea-* 
lent of wiv plw^er. ^- Hte Vent oa, md flaefly 

i«M«t«»4 OMbMM> awlji«^ a lUtlsvwim^fc* 
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atMf. - Thet|sy Af oar mmt annfivliwartt* 
plunder' waa (ti«ttibttlcd.in iwarlj^ eqaal iMifiioai^ 
wm» -tsUmr aff mU NoW' iia •fDrattwi u the hm 
■mmm' ttBoAt wUek often takes plkoe in sooietff 
■aducwrydiijr dlsmroible by^n«B»«f'ObKF- 
vftlioB* bepaBie-oleiii-lj' obvious. "Let anon 
if- oaoe with impmtitjr desert the stritt -raha of 
" ngbf) aU labgeqaeBt ag;gjes(iom H nst only - 
" inereoBeB in: lUrooity, butii d«»ne wttlioiit 
•' qualm of «mwoiaoue."> Though our cowpiiliy 
wu «eBi|MMe<l (irweiptJly »t fi'eehoMera, or llw 
oaas of *a9b, Iwed at home uader the •Irietam 
of vtUgion^ aad m»nUty, jtt.viben the reios ef 
->tle(wra»'W«K loosed, aad the. hotwroble feeling 
. weakenod, it beeaaw ^iinpouiUe to luhniaiBtef 
restraiitt. Tb« imm'sou of a tor;*, or his propc*^ 
itff be«a«e fydr gaaie, aad this at the (Imuom- 
hUoB of sone base donestie viUain. 
. On tb« aaonUiig fiiJlowiiig, (Dee. ISIh,) the 
tanw andaeiOHfl seoundrel agun petarned.. By 
leadiqv to the first ofiaJr, and kn iatereuursoi 
wttht the. privates, he had so worrAed iHinself is- 
4o their iQoed- graces, that aotbiii^.VMitd do btril 
a ^jraten flf'Biaraading^upon our sttpp»»ed enc- 
miva, the tories. In this new expeditiont wfaiah 
vaafitrtbep than the fonner, tha .officers flMH^bt 
it pradrast ta aecQ>npany the wen, iairuthi ts 
- keep ordvr and raprvsi their ardcnoy. Wo «r* 
.■ nv«dirtaikna MtdtabdoBgtoGov.Cronaie •*, 
some ' other iohahitani of Quebee. The l^tn»> 
kousey thoB^' Lw, bciag bat one story, was 
•apaesBBSt wid tateraMy «aat. The barn buiU 
•f Iocs, with » tiuMbia^flaoP in the oeBl»v 
was Kom serenty teeighty fe«t in length. Th« 
toneat. Us wife, and ehildren, .shud£»ed upaa 
•ar appioanli. Atsimnciii that thev should ba 
'. — hnwiMJ, ^MK«nd dwir ftun. Ti« mmp> 



fvfated ottt to » Ae hometteattfe^ ^gi, wai 
^uUr; of his laD(H«)rd. ThMe we shot dmra 
vithMkt merest -«»■ diwe iM&re u> t« ovr qiisp- 
tors.' ThuB we obtein«d a tolembhi Umdto*, 
our caravan, viveh oonBiated of. fire Or six oa> 
riolcs. ' 

Willi tfais' disrepotiAlo exf^it, maraadini; 
ceased. ^ A returniiig sense of deceaey and or- 
der, emaRatiw fH>m ourselves* prodtteed a spe- 
otea of eontrithtn. it is a solfunn tmt4i, that 
we plundervd none* bnt ' those who wer&noto' 
Khkusly tories, snd tben within the nails of Qae- 
boe. The eltirgyt ^the nobles, and the peasan'-^ 
try, were respected and proteeted, especiaHy 
the latter, with whom, to'use a trite -ex iiressionv 
ve frateraized. Th« minatenessof this desM-ip^' 
lion of oecurrenvei, of a trivial, yet disgrace' 
fiU nature, is made the more strohgly- to tmpreta 
yourmindg, with4he horrors Httendant on nivil 
wars. Thiss|>eeie8of war, more 4lMii any other; 
not only aieets the great ami the wealthy, but 
itintrudies itself into, and devastates the cottage.- 
ThJs tlie American peojile know, from the ma- 
ny melancholy BoeiMs, wbieh Hteeeeded the pe- 
riod spoken of. 

: Gracious and Almighty Oodf tiie shield and 
protector of the good, as well as thou art the 
■bourge of the base and wieked nation,- avert 
from niy'eountry, this the most teeriUeof thy- 
Kodes of temporal ven^a&ce^ 
i- December IStb. In a -short time^ the riAa 
companies moved and occupied good quartert 
-m the law groands, near St. Charles' river, artd 
about two miles from Qoebee. Otir toothing 
was still o€ the flimsy 'hindi before noted, bot- 
•nr hearts were light, even to merriment. In- 



ttaaioa. Tliis mw abput tbe miildls «f Deeen- 
ber. fiuriag all Hub time,: «iir dftUy doty wu 
bi&oriotiB >B varuMie vraya, ruI every otW' ni^t» 
we »u>tM>ted guawl at 8t> fi*qKe. A gM^i 
(louBe, ere lus had been estftblisiied at thi« 
|Jftee>.ia a veity larg« Bta*e hftiw e ^ wUflfai tiumgk 
&tK>Ag. liein^. »p^ad to lite eiit«;'4 Grv, wwi 
loan Mttm-edafiaatour^H^r tbeMttaae* Bearo»* 
)f more tbaa three hmtjred yards. Tbltt p«> 
u^on vras eliaoi^ ibr oae eoore weure. A 
liQ!iue» ' wJiicb bu been a tav^H* va« adopted 
u.itS st»ad. This heme was peouJlariy situ* 
4M; it was oam|nn(ive)y soaall »itk tbe form* 
«r in it# dimannoBg^ bat tb« waUs were atrwigt 
sad theeielingi botnb-^roor. It stavd undwih* 
bill) so as to be out -of tbe vwajge of tbe tltott 
fcom tb« raaif^artfl ^nligaoua to Pataee-^lo, 
ybioh were elevntetl far abere us. Sunpion 
would say, JaelE, let us have a shot at these feir 
l:Ova. £ven at noon-day, wf: would eraep aleag 
close to the houses, wbieh ranged awdec the biU* 
but close in wKb it* tilt we eanjc within forl^ 
yards of PaJace-e;ale. Here was a smith-shop, 
formed oflog.9, throtig^b the erevioes, ofwliieb* 
we would fire, al an angle of 70, at tbe sentries 
above us. Man7 of thew were killed, aod it was 
said, several officePJB. This was dishonorable 
war, though autboHzed by the .jtraetipes of 
those times. The distapce from tbis ^aaul* 
house to Falaoe-gate, may be three baodred 
and fifty yards, The biU* at tlte back of _tb& 
house* seemed to makO' an .an^ of 60 ev 70 
degrees. This activity eoiftiniied IromtbewaUi 
of the city, and .around it by the Lower tewRf 
(where it ia^reatest*) for, many miles up th^- 
St. lAWiTpnee vnd :gt.;ClvirlM)» W|4 fynas-Uwi 
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basis of Abraham's Tlains. It was about that 
time the Yorii artillerists, under eaptaia Lamb> 
had constructed a battery on the Plains, at the 
distance of 600 or 700 yards from the fortress. 
The earth was too difficult for the intrenching 
tools to pierccj the only method left, was to 
nuBB a battery compos A of ice and snow. The 
MOW vas made into ice by the addition of water. 
'Fke work was done in the night time. Fivp tiv. 
m nine-ponnders, and a bowitxer were placed 
in it; it was scarcely completed, and our guns 
had opened on the eity, before it was pieroed 
throngh and through, by the weightier metat 
of the enemy. Several ijvea were lost on the . 
first and second day. Tet the experiment was 
persisted in, till a single ball, piercing the batte-- 
ry, killed and wounded three persona. In the 
qilarters last meUtiAned, we enjoyed sofiie pleas- 
ant days. The winter in Canada, as with U9, 
is the season of good humour and joy, 

December 18th, iStb. Upon a secession f root 
the out-post, or other military employmenta, 
we were agreebly received in the farm houses 
around. Our engagements near PjUace-gat^ 
still continued to be of tbe arduous kind: mir 
numbers being few, every second watch wai 
performed by the same persons, who had made 
.the guard the last but one. ' Between the guard- ' 
liouse, and the exfreme end of the suburbs of 
St. Roque, which may be half a mile from the 
TampartS]i there was a rising ground in the 
main street fairly in view of the enemy, and 
whilst we relieved in,daylight, was raked, eves 
. by grape-shot. Some good men were loit here. 
Thi9_ r.ircumKtance, changed the time of relief^ 
to nine o'clock in tbe eveoi^;. The rifle-m^tL 
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were. priaeipaUy employed, tu gpanla, at tbisdui^ 
gerous slatiuiu It is but fair aiut honetit, t«' 
relate to you, an anecdote Goaoerniag myaelfi 
wbich will convcj to your minds, some oo- 
Ijon of that atTection, of tbe head or bearl*. 
which the militaiy call a p&Dic-terror. Being. 
one of the guard and having been reliered aa a 
■entry, about twelve or one o'clock at nigbt, 
npon returning to (he guard-house, in a dozine 
stat«; I cast myself on a bench, nest the back 
wall — young, my sleeps were, deep and heavyj; 
my youth obtained this grace from Simpsoiiy'. 
the officer who commanded; about three o'clock,. 
I was roused by a horrible noise. The eacnay^ 
in casting their sheHs. usually beeaa in the 
evening, and threw but a few, tuwards morning, 
they beeame more alert. Our station being out; 
of sight, it was so managed, as to throw the; 
shells on ibe side of the hill, directly back of. 
us, so AS they would trundle dswn against the 
vail of the guard-bouse. This had tVeqtiently 
oeourred before, but was not minded. A thir- 
teen-inch shell, tlius thrown, came immediate- 
ly opposite the place, where my head lay ; to 
be sure, the three feet wall was between us. 
The bursting report was tremendous, but it was 
heard in a profound sleep. Starting instantly, 
though unconscious of the 'Cause, and running 
p^bably fifty yards, tlirougfa uutrod snow, three , 
feet deep, to a coalhonse, a place quite un- 
known to nie before : It was ten or fifteen minu- 
tes before the extreme cold, restored that kind 
of seosihility, which enabled Aie to know my real 
situation. Knowing nothing of the cause, the 
probable eQktt nor any thing of the consequences^ 
which might follow from this involuntary exer- 
liim, it seemed t« me to be b species of the panic* 



titHtih ias bMm' (caswa to aibet Wfiolti Wftfes: 
The <d««uift9lanee here related, eaused a kiugli 
og»n»t me ,- but it was soon dtsesvered, that 
tSme of the soMiery, though wide awake, wero 
as much panio Htrreken as myaelf. The laugH 
edtrMiDded upon them. Duiing this period, we 
Imd raaBj bitter sights. To gire ;ou some IdeM 
•f a Canada winter, allow ine la relate an oe- 
mirreBc.e, whieh is literally genuine. 

I>eeeinber SMfa. One uiglit, at the time of rC'^ 
lief, B Qonfidetitial person came from eolonel 
Arnold, acoompunied b; an Irhii genlIemaD> nam- 
od l^raig, direetrag (he relieved guartl to escort 
him to his own hoose^wfrichBtowd bet ween tnentjr . 
and thirty psees fVom Pii4aee~gate. Craig was a 
nterohant of ronsiderable wealth, and what was 
more, an oxoellont whig. He was expelled froM 
his hnbitatioTi because of his wbigism, and took 
refuge in Arnold's quarters. Montgomery, by 
this time, had rarnisbcd us with personal cloth-i 
ii^ suitable to the climate, but there were tL 
thousHnd other things wanting for comfortabltj 
aeoommodation. Auny of these Mr. Craig pos- 
nesBed, and Arnold's Insuiioua cupidity desired, 
Craig's house was an- extensive building, three 
stories high, with baek buildings of an equal 
height, running far in tlte rear along the root 
«tC the hill, ^rhis' last building oonsisted of 
fltores, which, as well ns the house, was of brieic 
work. We came to the back part of the house 
silentfy, and with the utmost caution. Mr.- 
Craig, by a slight knock brought a trusty old"' 
negiw to the door, who was the sole gtrardran of 
the house. The objeets of Mr. Craig were fry- 
ia^-pans, skillets, and a great variety of other 
articles of irmimongery, together with eIoths« 
OMOH^si limieKB^ fte. &e. &e. The yartj wfth! 
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Cr«% eatMftd tbe hflyac 4-* > Biaii' of confi- 
dence, and as a aentrf > it became my business to 
wateh tbe Palace-gate. There was a clear 
mootdight, but it was exeeadinf^ bl^ak. My. 
place of observation was under a brick arch, 
prer which were stores of Mr. Craigi perhaps 
less than eighty feet fropi Palace-gate. My 
gloves were good and well lined with fur, and 
Jay mockadns of the best kiad, well stufled. Un- 
seen — eonUni^ally pacing the width of Ihb arch : 
My compiiDiuna seemed to employ too much 
iJoie, Some frenchmen, of colooel Liviogston's 
regiment) without our knowledge, bail been be- 
low Palace-gate marauding. Repasslog tho 
bouse we were at, like so many hell-houudi«, they 
set up a yelling and horrid tlin, which not only 
geared our party, but alarmeil the garrison itself. 
My eompanions in the house (apprehensive of 
a sally from Palace-gate,) fled, carrjing all 
they could. Though I heard tbe noise, the 
flight of my friends ^ya.s unseen, as they emerg- 
ed from the cellars. The noise and bustle cre- 
sted by the Canadians attracted the attention of 
the enemy. Large and small shells were 
thrown in every direction, wherever a noise was 
heard in St. Roque. Haling wi a fine white 
blanket, coat, and turning my cap or " bonnet 
rouge," inside out, the inside being white, made 
)ue, as it were, invisible in the snow. Uuderthe 
arch the conversation of the sentries, as it wcrci 
Almost over my bead, was, very distinguishable. 
In this eold region, many reasons oiieritte to in. 
<]uco the placing two sentries at the same pos^-. 
they enliven each other by conversing, and it 
prevents the fatal effects which follow fi-om 
standing still ia one position. Fifteen luinntes, 
at this time, was the term of the sentries, xtand- 
■ ■ K ■ 



las- "^f time of my stasffiag ander the arcii 
seemed to be several hours, yet bonur and duty 
required perseverauce. At length, being wearied 
«ul— going to the back door of the house and 
jknocking — do whisper could be heard witbiti— 
the old negro wag soundly asleep in his bomb- 
proof shell. At this moment those Canadians 
rkn past the gateway again, with their usual 
noisy jobber; -to me, in my deserted state, it 
seemed a sally of the enemy. There was no 
outlet but by the way we came, which seemed 
hazanlouB. Running gun in hand into a large 
enclosure^ whioh was a garden of Mr. Craig's : 
bere was a new dilemma. There was no escape; 
but by ret u rning^o tbtJ house or climbing a pali- 
sade twenty^Jpeet^liigb. The latter was prefer- 
«d; but my riile was left within the enolosurej 
as no metws eould be fallen upon fo get it over 
the stockade. The guard-Kouse was soon reach-. 
ed. ^ One of the sergeants kindly returned with' 
me to assist in bringing oYer' my gun. It was 
graspell in estacy: Alas ' the determination never, 
to part with it again, but with life,, was futile. 
'While in the enclosure, going fromrand returning 
io it, we were assailed 'with grape-shot anu 
shells, not by any' means'&imed at us, far the 
-• enemy knew not that we were there,_ but was-in- 
tended to disperse those vociferous and vile Ca-, 
nadians, and it had the effect. They were as 
eoWat'dly as noisy. The cohom shells were 
handsomely managed. They usually burst at 
fifteen or twenty feet from the earth, so as to 
flcatter (heir destructive effects more widely. 
Again eoming to the guard-house, my immedi- 
ate friends all gone, 1 rao thenee to our quar- 
ters about two miles, with gre^it speed. This 
was about three o'clock in tlte moruipg. Com- 
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ing (o quarters, my feet aodbamlsweni nuinli«(r, 

witiiout ever Iiavinr, (iurii^ those muiy dreary 
hours, been seastbie of the cold. It was boor 
discovered that they were frozeu. Pulling off 
tny leggins, &.c. and immerging m; feet and legs 
knee deep in the snow at the door, rubbing with 
loy hands a few minuleg, soon caused a reeircu- 
lation of the blood; the hands ivere restored fay 
the act. For fifteen, and even twenty years af- 
terwardE, the intoleviiUe efiecta of that night's 
frost weremo[>t sensibly felt. The soles of my fectf 
particularly, the prominencies. Were severly 
frustbitCcn and inucii inUamed : so it vaa as to 
my bands. But it was very remarkable that 
these subseijiient annual painings, iiaiformly at' 
tacked me in the same month of tJie year iii' 
which the cause occurred. 

On the night of the 2Qtb, or 21st of December^ 
a snow-stut'ui, driving fiercely from the norlh^astr 
induced the noble Aiudtgomery, to order an at- 
tack on tite foKress. Our force altogether, did 
not amount to mortt than eleven hundred men, 
and many of these, by contrivances of (heir own, 
were in the Ixispital, tvhich, by this time, wa* 
transferred tu the nuniicpy. The storm abated— 
the moon shone, and we retired to repose, truly 
unwillingly, we had caught our commHniler'a 
spirit, who was anxious, after the capture of 
Chamblee, St. Johns, and Montreal, to add QUO7 
bee, as a prime trophy to the laurels already wod» 
Captain Smith, the head of our mess,- as captain* 
had been invited to general Montgomery's coDn> 
cil of olBecrs, (none under that grade being cab- 
led,) like most of uninstrueted men, he was talk' 
alive, and what is much worse in military afiairsr 
Very communicative. 1 betiere blushing fol- 
i!oM:ed the inteUi^nce be gave me : the idea oW 
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^g^ro^is^ of JHn^Uot inhinif deeply ipippeH" 
•d my D^tnd. Tii^ wbole plan oCtbe attack on 
the two fuil.o'H'Ji^ (la^st w^!l">.'>wD^'}^bc mean^ 
'«»t. inaB in the arm j. How it yi»a disclosed, is 
uoeertain, unless by the fatuity of the captains. 
^One Sj^igletoD, a sep^aot ia tlie tropps which 
aceomijaDied Moiil|^mery, deserti^d froii;i the 
guard at the suluirhs of St. John's, and dtsolosed 
to our fuestbe purport of o^r ich^Dieg; his de; 
aertiou eaused much anxiety. Tho general pru* 
djently gave out that it was by command, he 
ivoultt return soou with iHtelligeiice. This was 
bciie,ve(I generally. The latter lufarmatjon capie 
to itty kauwiedge ^me months afterwards* when 
H prispaer. The reliction of Sn^ic)^ to, me* is 
perfeet on n^ memory. Youths seldoiu forget 
their juvenile impresaians. It was this : "That 
f we, of Arnold's .eotps, accompanied by cap- 
** tain ling's York artillerists, should assail the 
"Igwertawnj.on tbe.side of St. Roque: general 
*' MootgomeFy was to attack the lower town by 
« the. way of ct^Ki^piajpaond, which is on the 
f* floa^in. of the St. Lawrenee. J^ false attack 
*' was to be made eastwai-dly.uf gt. Jolui's gatp. 
<• When Montgomery and Arnold conjoined in 
V the l»^r lo^n^ then the priests* the women 
**and the children, wcrje ta be.gathercd and in- 
«termingled with, the troops, and an assaijiltbe 
<< made on tite upper town." Visionary as this 
node of attack was, from what ensued, it is 
sincerely my belief that Smith was correct In 
bis informatioDT as to the plan suggested by the 
general. In those turbfilent times^ men of gal^ 
lantry, such a» Montgome^, were imperiously 
jtcoeaaitated, to keep up their own fame and the 
spirits of the people, to propose and to hazard 
weaiureB, even to the ooufi«eg of itsprudsnee. 
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There «u another oireBmitBiiee «lil*h indoMrf 
enr bnrre and worthy genenilr to ml^rt aetirv 
and dangerous meani of cfonqnest. Mamy of the 
New-Engiaod troops had been engaged on Tery 
short enliitmentB, some of which were to expire 
on the first of January, 1770. The patrMtism of 
the stuBiDer of Beventy-fiTe, setmed almost ex- 
. tingtiiHied in the wintfr of serenty-sis. Th« 
^triotio oilcers made evet^ exertion to indu«« 
eBliatments, but to no purpose. We, of the •* rt* 
fle corps," readilj' asseOted to remain wkh Uw 
general, though he sbonld be deserted by the 
casteni- men, yet this example had n» manner of 
lirBuence on the generality. The majority Vere 
either Jhrmcrs or sailerfl, and some bad wives 
and ehildren at home. These, and other rea" 
sons, perhaps the austerity ef the winter, ao4 
the liarshnesa of the serriee, eaused an obstinaey 
of mind, which would not submit to patriotie re^ 

tresentation. Besides the smallpox,* whieh huA 
een inlroduoed into our cantonments by the in- 
decorous, yet fascinating arts of tlie enemy, bad 
already begun its ravages. This temper of tfatf 
men was well known to the general. 

It was not until the night of the tUrty-ftrst 
of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five, that luoh kmd of weather ensued 
as was considered favorable fhr the assault* 
^be forepart of the night was admirably en^ 
lightened by a luminous meon. Many of ns^ 
omeera as well as privates, had- dispersed i» 
vanous directions among the fhrm and tippliori: 
houses ef the ficinity. We wellknewthe signiS 
jTor rallying, .l^is was no other than h " snoW 
storm.** About 12 o^tloek P. M. the IwavtB 

I • See Note W. 



«M*»«rtM(r. W«.-rf9Mi«4t0 4wirt«iiik l^rC 
v'elonk we w«ie «e»«HtEedAii4 JiegM oarnuNlii 
Tb*: Bt«m WW Bvlrsgcvwt .»ad lUie «eld winA 
wiremely' bUins- In tha -iMrtHern vomrity .Uie 
tmv u UoiifV liwHMtvUr Mlo the GM«a>or Ira^ 
>eiler» on ouwt Qe0ai>«*f-n>^lt mi otii' «aw. . 
jRKHwr lRt< Wbtkiftiesneto Cnig*! Imhim^ 
mw P«lwBa-gRlet a IwPriUe rear of s«iiiob tmk 
TliuWt »sd' a rivpi^ of sU-Um) bell* of tht eiiji 
wbiob wre vcirjt BtmMrova. sad of oU tinea. Ar- 
Mid, iMwdiag tb« fii»HI«re liwe> <idv>nce4» ^i»> 
1hu>, oaeliiHidKi^ yardat b«GHr« the Hajn body. 
J^flertbettv foUowed lAmb*»»rtill«riitR. Mbr- 
fSB*! oMBptBy* led in tbe «0owwdHry' p»rt of 
tbe eoltuBii of iD&Htry. 8nith*s fftU«wed, bead- 
ed h! Stwle, tbe «ftpt^> frasi partietdiir oaua- 
f$* being. idneol- HeBdHdk** eampany racwsd' 
•d> and tb« «utitrp n«)« m fiir as ksown to 
iww feUovedia due orderw Tbe mew was 4wpw 
tban in tb« AtMh bteiMw »rtfa» aataiie ^ tba - 
l^usd. Th« patb ai»4e by Am^ I^nb^aikcl 
Mergan* vm* aluMt itiiptmept)U«» beeame ti 
the full up Hew vvrering tfaelooksaf •iirgam* 
with the Mppeti vf vur tvatc, hddlag down ouf 
iieadst (fur it was iinyoMible to hMr np our 
Hees, RKfiiiut the im^riMu stwn «f viad ud 
■ii»w.> we ran abwB tJto f«Dt 9f tbe bSI in nn- 
gle iUe. AlvRg tti« flnt mTouf nw, from Priac»- 
gate» fov teveral bindr«d faees, tb«« stoad a 
ntagK «f iasulated buiUias*. « bi«h Beened to 
be stera-baiuett wf fassed ibca« qoiekly in tim- 
l^e ^fi» pretty -wife apart. The interBtian 
were fram thirty te fifty yards. In tbew Htteiv 
valH* we eaeeiwd a IvenMnda&i fire «f ma^e^ 
fy &*m-tbe ifeumparta afaave hi. Here w« ImI 
M>me brave taan, whea powierleBS to return the 
w(tite» w* reeeiyady ac tbe raetny jnt eonred 
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by Hit ^ipMpHblc' dtAnON. TlitfJ' »U9 ««M 
A^^ma to a», we o«ald »ee iMtliiBg but Ika 
Maze from tbe muz^s of their Biisketi. 

A aanidwr of tends of' ru-ious rim, hrf 
ateng tbe beaeh* MO«ted by their faawMre er 
»blet to tbe bMse*. Paelng after ny leaden 
llDBteiwat Steele, at a ((rcat rate, oae ef tbeia 
rapes took-flieaader the chia, andeut ne bead) 
IsDg down, B deellvky of at least fifteen f<«tj 
Tbe {daoe uipeared' to be dkber a drydoek, at 
a aawptt. My descent vrm terriUe ; gaa aad 
all WAS inralTed la » great depth of mot. Maai 
aqluekilyt bowevert -one of my baees reeeired 
'ti. videntf eMktuuon on a piece of scraggy ioe* 
wbieh ,1hiR covered by the stiow. On Uke oeea' 
tiens, ■we oan searee eipeet in the harry.of atJ 
taok, that one intimates afaould attend to way 
other* Aaa tlieir own ooaeeriM. Miae-veat&en 
ne, regardless of my &te. Scrabblliig out of 
tiw canty, witheat assistaaoe, (liTeittog my 
^rson and fpto of the saow, and KnipiBg intS 
the line, it was attea^ted to assume astatiaii* 
•ad preserve it. 1%es« werenone of my frimidl 
■«4hey knew ne not. We bad not gone twenty 
yvrds, lamybobbliaggiA, befere I wa» ttarawft 
•at, aad eompelled to await the arrival, nf « 
ehasa id the line, where a new place ni%|it be 
obtained. ^ lAea in aShirs sneb as tfais, seem 
in (he laaia, to loae the oonpassioBate fection 
and are aterse from bnng. dlsMjmt from then 
ordinal stations. We proeeedad-rapi^, eat 
pc^id to » tong line of fire from the gAritfeq 
' liir ^nr we were nnprotected by any Itoildlagae 
The ire :bed slaekeaed in a small de^gree. -Th* 
enemy bad been partly oaUed off to resist^ tb« 
l^aeral, aad stresgthen tbe party o^osed t» 
iumaU » oHrftaafe Siow w b** o^oaeft Jlt^ 
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.iwld retnniiDgi \Kouoded in. the ,Ieg» abdflnp-' 
poiiteil by two gentlemen, a parson tipping w«« 
one, uia in m; belief a Mr. Ogden, tbe olbcr. 
Ai'iold called to the troops, in a cheering voice, 
as we passed, urging us forward, yet it w^s ob- 
BPrvable among the soldiery, with whom it was 
my misfortune to he dow idaced, that the eo- 
lonel's retiring damped their spirits. A cant 
term " We are sold," was repeatedly heard 
in many parts throughout the line. Thus pro- 
eeeding enfiladed by an animated but lessened! 
fire, we eaine to the first barrier, where Arnold - 
Iiad been wounded in the onset. This ccTitest 
bad lasted, but a few minutes, and was some- 
wbat severe, but the energy of our men pre- 
vailed. The embrasures were entered when 

. the enemy were discharging theii- guns, Tlie 
guard) consisting of thirty persons, were either 
takest or. tied, leaving Iheir arms behind them. 
At this time, it was discovered thai our gups 
Were useleui] because of the dampness. The 
snow, which lodged in our fleecy coats, was 
Melted, by the warmth of our bodies. Thence 

. aanie that disaster. Many, of the party, know- 
ing ibe cirouo) stance, threw aside their own, and 
seized, the BHtisb arms, Tliesa were not only 
elegant, but were sueh, as befitted the hand of 
fi real suMier. It. was said, that ten thousand 
stand; of such arms, had been received IVom 
Bngland, io the previous summer for arming 
the Canadian. loilitia. Those people were loath 
to bear them inof^osition to our rights. Fram, 
t^e first barrier to the seound^ there was a 
wrewlar course along the sides uf housfs, and 
paetl.5 through a street, probably of three bun^i 
dve^ .Yards, or more. Tliis seuond barrier, was> 
erected asEoss^aotl neaclha uouUtoEanarrovt 
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elreet. ai^acent to the fbot of the hUI, wbleh 
«t[iene<) inlo a larger, leading soon into the main ' 
body of the lower town. Here it Was, that the 
most serious cuntention took place ; thU became 
the bone of strife. The admirable Moiitgome- 
i'St hy this time, (though it was unknown to 
us,) was no more; yet, we expected momentari- 
ly* to join him. The firing on that side of the 
fortress ceased, his division fell under the com- 
mand of a colonel Campbell, of the New-York 
line, a worthless chief, who retreated, without' 
inaking an effort, in pursuance of the general'^ 
original plans. . The inevitable consequencet 
was, (hat the whole of the forces oa that side' 
of the city, and those, who were apposed to the 
dastai^dly persons employed to make the fblse 
attacks, embodied and came down to oppose oat 
division. Here was sharp- shooting. Wo were 
on the disadvantageous side of the {larrier, fbr 
such a purpose. Confined in a narrow street* 
' hardly more than twenty feet wide, and on the 
lower ground, scarcely a' ball, well aimed or 
otherwise, but must take eSect upon us. 3for> 
gan, Hendricks, Steele, Humphreys, and ft' 
erowd ofevery class of the army, had gathered 
into the narrow pass, -attempting to surmount the 
barrier^ which was about tweKe or more feet 
high, and so stroogly constructed, that notMng 
hut artillery, eould effectuate its deBtrotftiont 
There was a eonsfruction, fifteen or twenty 
yards, within the barrier, upon a vising groondf 
the cannon of which, much overtopped the 
height of the barrier, hence, we were assailed, 
by grape shot in abundnnee — Thb eretfUon w* 
called the platform. Again, within the baF<t 
rier, and ciose in to it, were two ranges of 
musketeers, armed witli masket mad b^ime^ 
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AMy to rceeire those, who m%bt Tentiiw tUe 
dangerous Icnp. Add to all this, that the eoe- 
my occupied 'the upper chambers of the houses^ 
in fbe interior of the barrier, on both sides of 
the'street,' froin "the windows of which, we be- 
eamefair marks. The enemy, having the adyant- 
age of the ground in front,' a vast superiority of 
ntimbers, dry and better arms, gave them an ir- 
reaistible power, io bo narrow a- space. Hum- 
phrey's upon a mound, which was speedily erect- 
ed, attended hy many brave men, attempted to 
scale the barrier, but was compelled to retreat, 
by the formidable phalanx of bayonets within, 
and the weight of fire, from the platform and 
the buildings. Morgan, brave to temerity, 
Btormed and raged, Hendpicks, Steele, ISichoIs, 
Humphreys, equally brave, were sedate, though 
under a tremendous fire. The platform, which 
was witbin-our view, was evacuated hy the ac- 
curacy of our fire, and few persons, dared ven- 
ture there again. Now it was, that the netes- ' 
sity of the oceupancy of the houses, on our side 
of the barrier, became apparent. Orders were 

S'ven by Morgan, to that cffcet — We entered-^ 
is was near daylight. The houses were a shel- 
ter, f^m which, we could fire with much aceu- 
raey. Yet, evfln here, some valuable lives were 
lost. Hendricks, whefr Blming his rifle at some 
prominent person, died by a Htraggllng ball, 
tbreu^ his heart. He staggered a few feet 
backwards, and fell uiwn a bed, where bi in- 
BtaoUy «]i]^red. He was an ornament of our 
little society. The amiable Humphreys died 
by a like kind of wound, but it was m the street^ 
before we entered the buildings. Many other 
brave men ^fell at tbts place, among these wero 
iHHteouit Cooftir^ of Conneetieut* and periiap's. 
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fifty or wty n(Hi.eoininfaiioiied oAearB, uid 
privates. The waanded, were numennii,. and 
man; p( them dangerously so. Captain Lamb^ 
of the York arlillerists, had nearly one half of 
hi^ face carried away, by a grape or eanaister 
■hot. My friead Steele, lost tiiree of hiB-fln- 
gerst as he waa pvesentiog his gun to fire ; cap< 
tain Hubbard and lieuteuant Fisdle, were alio 
among the wounded. When we refleet upon the 
whole of the dangers at this barricade* and the 
formidable foree, that came to '* annoy ua» it is a 
■'matter of surprise, that so many should es- 
'< cape death and wouadiDg, as did.* All hope 
of sucoegs, baving vanished, a retreat was oob- 
templated, but hesitation, uncertainty, and a las- 
Bttude of mind, which generally takes plaee, in 
the affairs of men, when we fail in a project, 
upon whieh, we have attached much expecta- 
tion, now I'ollowed. That moment was foalish* 
ly lost, when such a movement niight have breo 
*made. with tolerable success, ^aptaio LawS( 
at the head of two hundred men, issuing from 
Palace-gate, most&irly and handsomely cooped 
us up. Many of the men, aware of (he cosse- 
quenccB, and all our Indiuiisand Canadians, (ex- 
cept Pfatanis and another,) escal>ed acroas tbo 
iee, whieh covered the bay of Bl. Charles,- be- 
fore the. arrival of ca|>tain Laws, This was a 
dangerous and desperate adventure, but worth- 
while the undertaking, inavoidancu of our sub- 
sequent sufierings. Its tlesiKratenesii, ooiiBiBted . 
in running two miles across shoal ice, throm; - 
up by the liigli tides of this latitude — and its 
danger. Id the meeting with ai^ holes, dCcep- ■ 
tively covered by the bed of snow. ,- Tcr-:; • 

■' See genewl Nichol's l^itter.,. ^ - 'ixmU^ r | ■ 

0, ...'C;c?^g^ 
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!• epeiAulf ekVuM^evdy, jkt it nutt be «d^t- 
ied <«DJeetai«lt>, H seems to me. that in the 
wlralfl oftfa« attack, orooDunissioned efficet>9, we 
hnA six killed, fire vnumded, and of Boo-cem- 
nisdoned and privates, at least one huAdred aad 
fifty killed, aad ACty or sixty weuided. Of tbe 
eaemy, many were killed and many more wound- 
ed, -comparatiretyi than OB our side» taking ioto 
view the disadvaotages we laboured under; and 
tbatbut two occasions haf^ned when we ovoid 
veturn their fire, tliat is, at the first and seeood 
barriers. Nettlier the Ameriean aeoooHt of this 
aiFuir, as publislied by eongress, nor that of sir 
Guy CaHeton, admit tbe Toss of eitber side to 
be to i^at as it really was, in my estiinatiOD. 
It seems to be an universal praetiee among bel- 
llgerants of all nations, to lessen the number of 
tltfl slain of tbe side of the party which reports 
the event, anil to increase it on the part of the 
enemy. Having bad pretty good opportunities 
of ftn'mios^ a just opinion on the aill^ect, it is< 
hoped that gentlemen wbo have thought or writ- 
ten dificrenUy, will not disdain to listen to ray 
«rgument. As to the British ; on the platform 
(hey were fair olgects to us. They were soon 
driven thence by the aeuteness of nur shooting, 
vhich in our apprehension must have destroy^ 
many. Perhaps there never was a body of men 
associated, who better understood the use and 
manner of employing a rifle, than our corps ; 
wbieh by this time of the attack, bad their guns 
m good order. When we took posaesuoD of the 
houses, we had a greater range. Our opporto' 
Bities M kill, were enlai^d. Witbia one hun- 
dred yards, every man m«Bt die. "The Brttidi* 
however, were ^t home — they could easily drag 
their dead out of sights Asdbear tbetr 'woniided 






m 

to til* ^offMcI. It WW the twoM* with nf. 
CapiaiQ.Frentis, who eo^maDtled tli« provoM 
guards* would tell me of seven or eight .kilted* 
»nd fifteen or twenly w«uRded. Ow>o«ed to tiiii^ 
the sentrieB, (who were geoentlly Irhhmeit> 
. that guarded us wKh mneh simplicily, if aat 
liBMBty,) frequently adstltted of forty or fifty 
hilled, and matif more wounded. The latter 
•aaeptions accorded with my epiDJon. The rea- 
sons &r thiB belief are these : Vrbeo the dead» 
OB the foUowing days, were transported on the 
carioles, passed our habitatioa for deposition in 
the « dead house," we observed many bodies, of 
which neae of us had a'ayJiuowledge: and again, 
when our wounded were returned to us from the 
hospitaU they uaiforndy ^wke •€ being aur- 
vounded there, in its naauy chambers, by many 
af the wounded of the enemy> To the great 
honor of general Carleton, they were all, whelbor 
fHends or enemies, treated .with like attention 
.and humanity. The reason why the wounded 
ef our. side here so small a proportion to tb« 
deadt seems to be this.: In the long course we ran 
from Palaee-gate to the first barrier, we lost 
many men who were killed outriglu, but many 
m^re died, whs were merely wounded, yet in 
«UGh a raaoner, as in a pulder region, to inxke 
the, ease a euraUe one. X blow, from a ball so 
Large as that of a musket* staggers a man, 
whether the wouad be in the. arm,, leg or, else- 
where j if in staggering, he, falls, be comes down 
into a deep bed of snow, from which a hale man 
iinda it very difllcult to extricate himself. Five 
WF ten minutes strnggling in sueh a bed, be- 
numbs the strengfst man, as frequent experi- 
ence has taught toe; if the party be wounded, 
though >b«it A^tiy, tweat; or thirty miniileB 
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via UB^iwr ■•* WttUB :of Ibe ie'^ar^ of th« 
veond, but hly tfae intensity of tlie frosH. Tfaese 
srs my opinians; grounded on a tolerably ^S', 
ti^fit ud accurate know|ei%e of particular cases, 
vfaioh oecurred <» the firit part of the attack, 
and a variety of iBforrofttion obtained afterwards 
Jtom mdivMual BuffererB, wko were persons at 
eMdibilityt rescued from death by the hitmane 
activity of governor Carleton. About 9 o'clock,' 
A. M. it was apparent to a!& of us, that ve must 
' «urrender> It was done. On this occasion, m^ 
friend general F. ^Nichols, by his own native 
l^rit, perseverance and determined bravery, ob- 
tained ap honorable distinction, and aclmow- 
iedgment froth a brave and distinguished enepny. 
Xt flnbaBcesbis iQerit, and tite foo«n, (wliea we 
reflect that that enemy was ho other than gene- 
val Carleton,) an ornament, such as wosld graM 
any nation, whether ' in the worst or best of 
iimes. Some privates came to Ifetrtenaat ^i- 
^bols, and demanded liis sword ; the requisition 
was perev^torily denied, though there was 
^reat risk in tlie I^efusk1. He retained Ms 
sword, till meeting with captain Endesly of the 
enemy, to whom' it was surrendered; but with 
the exaetion of a Ttramise that it should bt re- 
turned Vhen he, the cai^iTe, should be released.- 
Id Uie August fbUowing, before our embarka- 
tion fae New-York, captain Endcidy waited ob 
Ueutenant Niehols, and in the ;pre8ence of idl 
the American offleers, re.dellvered Uie sword, 
■nder the assurance, that it VBi by the pentiis- 
aion and oommand of general Carleton. Tttii 
trait in the cbtaw^tc^ of Carleton, adds to tlfo 
aelebri'^ of his derivation, and manner of think- 
ing, and casb^ into a dark ground, the efaarae- 
Aen nf meit of ^e fviacipri Bt^isk oOsiin, 
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jtftrtieul'arif the' Seotcli, who Had u'lielL influ- 
ence in.lliose days> and bore towards us an in* 
ieinperate hatred. 

. The oommisBJoned officers^ and some of th^ 
eadetB> were conducted to the seminary, a re8< 
pectable building. It became mj lot) in on« 
•way or other, to be lost in the crowd, and to be 
afisociated with the non commissioned oScers, 
in the company of some of whom* ardent an4 
perilous duticBhtulbeen undergone. Thesemeii 
are by no means to be lessened in eharactert by 
QontrastlDs them with the levies made in Bn- 
f opei or those made sinee that time id our own 
eouiUi7, Many of our sergeants, and eren of 
our priTates, were, with good educations, Eub> 
stantial freeholders in our own couuLry. Upon 
a former ooeasion, you were told the story of 
the respectable Dixon. He possessed, (If sor< 
did wealtli makes the mao,) twofold the ricbes 
of his captain ; and if it be permitted me to de- 
cide upon the characters of men, five-fold his 
understanding, activity and spirit. Amiablo 
Illzon ! Many of these men, in the progress of 
the bloody scenes which ensued, became pi'op4 
of our glorious cause, in defence of oor saereil 
liberties. AH could be named. Let a few Buf> 
Coe. Thomfts Boyd, so often spoken of in the 
- wilderness for his good humor, his activity and 
the intensity of his sufieringg ; struggled glori- 
ously for his life as a captain, and died a dread* 
fill death by the bands of the savages in 1779, iii 
the expedition conduuted by general Sullivan 
■gainst the Sis-nation indiaus. * Chiu'les Porter* 
fteld, who lost his life in the battle of Camdea, 
when in the station of a colonel. Josepb Astos, 

„ * See Itote VB. 
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tff I^mVs, who "served liis eouniry fhroagfaont 
the war, and was promoted to a majority. Doe- 
loi* Thomas Gibsoiif of Hen(lml[«*« who died\B 
the {terformancc of his duty, at tfteV-alleyFopge, 
in the winter of 1778. Robert Cuoningham, a 
^eal thy freeholder of Smith's, who here imbib- 
ed the seeds of that disorder, which, at too early 
itD age, Ikurried him to tlie grave. He was a 
youTi^r brother of tltat excellent eitizen, and 
frequent rcpreseDlative of the people of tlie 
eounty of utncaster, James- Cunningham. In 
short, many others mieht be mentioned in the 
l^eneral, as worthy and well infonned as their 
superiors, without, in anywise, imputing to the 
latter, in ho saying, tlie slightest degree of dis- 
paragement. Tms will always be the casci 
when the great body of a nation rises in its 
Armigth to defend its rights. Those who an- 
derstand tlie point in qnestion, in a national dis- 
pute) and are most strongly impressed with its 
Importance, will he the first to arm. This has 
been, and ever Vill be, the dispositions of men in 
all ages past or to come, whenever their privUe- 
ges are inTaded. Offices of prime importanee, 
eannot be obtained by alK Men of tiuentd, of 
genius and courage must step into subordinate 
stations; Socrates, Altubiadcs and Demos^ 
tbenes, fought in the ranks. - - 

Ood in his great goodness grant, in the future 
ideissitudes of the world, that our «ounti^en, 
-whenever their essential rights shall be attack-; 
«A, will divest themselves of all party prejudioe,° 
dtad devote their lives and properties in defeoee: 
of the saered- liberties of their conntry, withonfj 
•ny view to emolument, but that whieh spring* 
fi-om glurious and honorable aotions. PnrdoR 
me for frei^KeBt di^pwision, upoa tim suJ^t 



125 

pftFtioiiI»pfy>, ai mf vlwl« moI wm fwud 9 in 
our cause, joa.muat forgive me. Tlie real apolo- 
1^ i9» we were^ ^'1 of us, enthufiiaadc wfaiKs* 
. WJiia uailer guard, ia the morning of tbe firit 
«f January, coloneIM< Douga], a Scoteb gentle- 
atau, near noon, came to review us : his persoB 
was known ta me at Detroit, as an intimate oC 
90 uncie, threeyears liefore this. time. .The 
eologet was naturally polite and liind-hearted. 
AVheo it eame to my turn to be examined) as tft 
name, .place of hirtb, 8(.c. besides maiung thtt 

Sr^ter answers to his inquiries, I was emtHd,- 
ened tci deoIape,.tfaat he was known to me. Ha 
seemed surprised, but not. displeased; a request 
Was immediately. added, "that Jie would order^ 
me to b& transferred to the quarters of the offi- 
eers.V " No, my dear boy," said be, " you had 
*• better realign where you are } tl^ offioers, as 
"you ara in rebellion, mt^ be sent to Englandif 
" and there be tried for treason." Tbo 'advice 
«f this veneri^ble veteran, made an iuipression ok 
■ my fnind, which was then agitated by a tliousaod 
vagrant thought^ , and involved in doubt and uo- 
eertajnty. as to our destination. We then well 
knew of the .visage of colonel Etban Allen to| * 
Ciagland, and the manner, of it ; * and that of 
G«orge. Mvrehaqt, our fellow sohUer, but th» 
eonsequenoes w^re unknown. It became my de-, 
termination to take dte fatherly adviee of eolo- 
nel M'Doitgal, for.it was really delivered inthia 
liarenlal. style, and to. adhere to it. He brought 
ifoe «f bis sons* whQm 1 tiad formerly keown, (ft 
weme.onthe &lJiu*«ig d«y. About mid-diQr w<(. 
were eseoPled ta a ruinoDM monastei^ of tbe.«^. 
4er of'^-Praaei^eaikd tlieJB^^xfKvs. It wm 



ivkhiii its interior bvundBi luUf tm acre or biotc> 
{)f itq sfea, wfaieb soera^ to be like n giwdsR «f 
afcndibery. Tbe iuonk«* prieeU at wIhU not* 
irbe iiUuMted tbe b»UM;, miut hftvebeea fiew is 
aumbwi as fer jay put, ast more tbsn balf • 
dszen ofdiatinot fM«e,,oBiBe into n; view wbU« 
Vfl Wtaid bere. We. entered fa»f tbe ^wimd floors 
(tbait is by the eellar*)tlie buUdia^ oa that M» 
b«iBgbitilt,aB the d^unatipoof the bilU which 
ia tu» part of the. city i« rery uaevDii. Tb^ 
apaKmeats on oar rigbt> as we entered, seemed 
te Jbfl. filled rwjtb goTftrDmoatal' stsr^r and of 
■rovUions of all kioil».. Thitj Made «a asa^id » 
large staireoke jntQ an upper 8to>;i wbore w« 
were cami^ifnented with tvstildes, or rather ft 
part laf eaeb of tb« sides of tbe quadra^U* Th^ 
Vhale btuldiig would baVe aeeoiamodatod^ faur 
tbwmad uhb. Monbisb spirit mtiit have he^m 
in- high'-Togaet when. so gr«at a ptla,floiild,b» 
tveetftd, oierely from tlia ftlms of tbs pei^e# 
aad that too, for w egregioagly iUMtui<d a par* 
poie. The ranj^s of the roons, tbeu^ evten^ 
live ia the fon^bof.tbe gaV^ne*) we BMali in 
'^ir- ri«e, bang leareely more- . thaa tea lif 
^peWe or- fbaiteea feet. Tbe gatiaries wer* 
itltotA twelve^ fiwt wide; B>any Mwn« were. eot»* 
Art^ile, otben were d^^Mdated. Tanerada^ 
z«B of ourpoar mioK^ were- eeaipreuad iata 
Me %S these sia»U raoms. . Sa auieb the beltei^ 
U it Mvved.to- keep tbenS'the wanaer. fiayd# 
Caaningbam, aada-lbw aC onr iatlmates*. taa)i 
MaseMWH ef a room- eear ■ fa^e - stove. T^ 
S»st week, we slept ntast uMMnftirtably. Gra* 

4»as.6ad ! what did wo aet aa&p. 

It wag BOW that we-fnUy Jemt the destiaiet 
of oaa deiff aad revered goMraV *iid- ^ ^ViMp*^ 
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■foB8 H 4tmA; Birt dlsw ow tNt%« ttw dtftiA 
.•f diftt md steiyi te gire y»a an mie«dftte : 1%4 
nen^Bli of Qii«bee> like (h«Be of Esglairi 4b4 
•areoaBtT7> uv'ft vpiritod lUid gfraeresi seet la 
AtMiety ; tlMy appiisd to governor Carteloat bm^ 
ftbtained leavei t« ta«ke as a " neW'j-ear's-gtft.** 
Tbktimed out to-be do other than a htrge beM 
of pm-ter, atleoded hj a pi^poptionte quaBtlt^ 
•f bread aad eheew. It wsk a pRuent whichei-J 
bilirated our hearts, and drew froni os tiiMsk 
tttaokfulaess. We shored more than a plat {w* 
teM. ' < 

• Oeneral Modtgoraeiy bad' narebed at (be 
|iredB« time stipulated, and bad arrived «t hfs 
iesttned plaee of attaek, nearly abeat the. time 
we attackfid the first barrier. He was not one 
that weald loiter. CeloRel CMnpbe4l, * of Um 
Mew-Terk troeps, a lai^, good-loolung ffiaoi 
Wbo was leeond in eonnmaad of that party, and 
W*s deemed a veteran, aecsmpanied tbe army to' 
the assault} his station was rearward, genera] 
MMtgomery, with his aids, were at the polAI 
•flheeolumn. 

-' ItUinpoBsllrie togkeyoaafhiraiKleemi^f^tf 
idea, of the oatnpe andtitnaUon, of the ^e^ 
a^ely with tiie pen — the peneil is reqair»d. As tif 
<he speetil permission of Bor«riB«st, obttiiaed tqf 
the good oflieeB of eaptain PreotJs, In thosu«<i 
net- following ; Boyd^ a few others and mysilf} , 
nviewed the oaBses of our dtsaster ; it la tbere^ 
jRn« in Dty power, so-far as my aUHties wW 
permit, to gtrc yon, 'a toferabie notion ofib* 
ilM. Ci^ IHamoad, newly resc^hles' tiM 

* This iKtsnM my friend Ctd.' ThpmaaCanpbeB'VC 
rork,(PM».) Il0.waJshttit9thabatllc»a£oare««ttr 



Banter's t'ulls) on. the Susquehanna. Tlie i-oek» 
Ht (be letter pluee, sbovts niut as sti^ep^ as tW-. 
^ V^ebee,. but by. no iqeiw forms m ^reat an- 
an^le* on the marj^in ot'tbe river; butis more 
ocaggy> Tfaete is a streog^r and more obvious 
fli&erence ia the comparisoD. Wben j[ou sur- 
mount the hill at St, Charles, or the St. Lav-. 
renoe side, wliiehi to the eye are equally b^h 
and steep, you find on Abraham's Plainsi. and 
upon, an exteoBive champaign country. They 
birds-eye view around Quebeci bears a sttiHins 
conforioity to the icites of NorthuDibeHasd ana 
iCittsbuf'g, in Pennsylvania; but the former is on 
H mere gigantic scale* and each of Uie latter 
want the steepness and eraggyuess of the back 
ground, and a depth of rivers. This detail, U 
1o, instrnet you in the geographical situation of 
ftuebee, aiMl for the sole purpose of explaining 
tliemaoner, of general Montgomery's death, and 
the-reasons of our failure. From Wolf's eove^ 
there is a good be^eh, down to, and aronna . 
" Gape Diamond." . The bulwarks of the city, 
(same to the edge of tbe hilt, above tb^t plaee. 
Tbeneo down the. side of tbe preoi|>iee, slanting- 
ly to. tbe bfiiik of the river, there wasa^stook- 
«de. of strong pests, fifteen or twenty feet highf 
knit together by a stont railing, at boltauii an4 
top. wiUi' pips. This wtt^ no mean defence, and 
Tits at tbe distanee of one hundred yards^ from 
tile, point of the rock. Within this paliiade* 
TO<I «t a few yards from the very poini itseU^ 
there was a like palisade, though it did not ruq 
BO high up tbe bill. Apun, within Cape Diamond 
and prob«ibly at a distajaee of fifty yards, ther« 
stood a4>k>ek4iouse, whieh seemed to take up th^ 
q^iw*, belKeen ibt fovt jtf.tbe hiU, a»A tiM-gee- 
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oipitouB Itank of t&e rVvei*, laaThg a nrt iny', 
or pAsasige on onch side of if. when heightha 
and distaneea are spoken of| jou must recol- 
lect,- tbat the deseription of Cape Diamond anA 
Jb rlotnity, is merely tbat of the e^e, n«de as 
it ware rannins, under the inspection of an offi- 
cer. The review of the ground, our army had 
acted upon, was. accorded us, as a particular 
iavor. : Eren to have stepped the apaees in a 
formal manner, would have heen dishonon^Ie^ 
if not a species of treason. A blodt-house, 
if well constructed, is an admirable melfaod-of 
defence, which in the process of the war, to 
onr:cos(, was fblly experieneed.- In the instance 
Uow before us, (though tbe bouse was not built 
Upon the. most approved principles,) yet it was a 
formidable object. It was a square of perhaps 
forty or fifty feet. The large logs neatly squar- 
ed, were tightly bound together, by doTe-tail 
ffork. If not much mistaken) the lower story 
contained loop-UoIcs for nmsketTy, lo narrow^ 
that those within, could not be harmed from 
without. The upper story, had four or more 
port boles, for cannon of a lai^ calibre. These 
guns were charged with grape or cannistcr shot; 
and were pointed with .exactness tonarde the 
avenue, at Cape Diamond. Tlie hero MontgO' 
mery came. The drowsy or drunken guard, 
did not hear the sawing of the posts of the. first 
palisade. Here, if not very erroneous, four post« 
were sawed and thrown asidct so as to admit 
four men abreast. The column entered with. a 
manly fortitude^ Montgomery, aoeompani^ t^ 
his aitis, M'Pherson 'aiul Cheeseman, advanced: 
in front. Arriving at the. second palisade, th« 
general, with his awn hande, sawed down tw<^ 
of the pivkets; ia aueb a nanner^as to adtuSC 



ttra nwD abre&kt. TlKse aawed piekeU, «er« 
tiam under the hill, asd but r few ^rds froni 
the very point of the rock, out of the view and 
fire of the enemy, from the bleck-housR. Untit 
•ur troops advanced to the point, ao harnl could 
envue, but bj stones thrown fi-om abo^t, £ven 
now, there bad been but an imperfect diicover; 
of the advancing of an enemy, and that only b^ 
the intoxieated guard. The guard fled, the gea- 
eral advaaeed a few paces. A drunken sailor 
returned to his gun, swearing he would not 
forsake it while uDdisobarged. This faet is re< 
lated from the testimony of the guard aa tha 
morning of our capture, some of those esul* 
•rs bting our guard. App^ng the match, this 
riagle aiaohmre> deprived us of our excelled 
commander.* 

Examiaiog the spot, the offieer who esecu'ted 
tia, professing to be one of those, who fint can» 
to the place, after the death of the Keaeral) 
showed the position in whieh the general's body 
was found. It lay two paces from the brink of 
the river, on the back, the arms extended— 
l^heeieman lay on the left, and M^Pherson oq 
ihe right, in a triangular position. Two other 
brave men lay near them. The ground above 
described, was visited by an inquisitive eye, ss 
that you may rely with some implioitacss on 
the truth of the picture. As all danger fVana 
without had vanished, the government had not 
•nly permitted the mutilated palisades to ve< 
naln, without renewing the enclosure* but the 
fery sticks, sawed by the hand of our comaiani 
4er, still lay, strewed about the spot.. 

Colonel Campbell, appalled by the death oC 
flw general, retreated a little way Awn Cape*. 

• See Note IX. ■ 
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S^mmfl, Mtof AereaBlL«rAti«MBdatirtbe" 
liock-house, and preten^edly ckllct) a oaan^ 
of offioersi viito, it was said, justified liig reced- 
fUg from the attack. If rushiog tm, aa military 
dnty required, and a brnTe man would hare 
'ione, die IHock-honse might have been oeevNod 
by a small number, and was unassailable (rom 
wi'dtout, but by eanoos. Frgm the black-house 
to the centra of the lower town, where sfB 
vere, there was no obstacle to impede a force 
so powerful, as that under colonel Campbell, . 

Cowardice, or a' want of good will towardf 
ovr eanse, left ns to our miserable fate. A 
Junction, though we nnght not conquer tbe Sar- 
tress, would enable us to make an honorably 
retreat) though with the loss of many Yaliiabltt 
lives. Campbell, who was ever after consider^ 
ed as a polb^on in grain, retreated, leaving the 
Tiodies of the general, AfPhergtm and Cheese^ 
man, to be devoured by the dogt. The disgust 
'Caused among us, as to Campbell, was so great 
as to create the unchristian wish, that he wght 
bepiaoged. In that desultory period, though be 
was tried, be was acquitted ; tfaat was aim tira 
case of colonel Enos, who deserted us on Uw 
Kennebee. There never were two men morii 
VCHrthy of pKoislMKUf of the most exemplarjr 
kind. 

Oil tbe third or fburtii of January, befag ai. 
it were domesticated in tbe sergeant's men, ha 
the reguUers, a file of men headed by aa offieer* 
-ealled to oonduet ne to the seminary. Adfaer^ 
Ing to the advice of edonel M'Dongal, tbe ia- 
Titation was declined, tbou^ the hero Morgan^ 
had solioited this grace from goremor Cadle- 
ton, and had sent me a kind and pressing mei* 
cage. My reasons, 4hich were explained to 
Morgan^ ia ndditioa to tba oaa aiimfy-^not 
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' iniieritted fonil^ on in? mind. Havh^ tost 
all m; clothes in tlie wilderaesf), except those 
•n my back: and those aequired bj the pro- 
vident' and er&tuitoiis spirit of ^neral Montr 
gomerf , having remained : at uur quarters, and 
ikecome a prey to the women and invalids 
sf the army; nothing remained fitting me to 
appear in company anywhere. Additionallyt 
it had become a resolutiont when leaving Lan- 
eastefi as my absenee would go near to break 
the hearts of my parents, never to break upott 
■iy worthy father's pursed Dire necessity com« 
pelled me to rescind this rCMilution in part, in the 
wilderness, but that ciroum stance, made me 
the more determined to adhere to the resolve 
afterwards. Agun, my intiinaie friends were 
Hot in the seminary. Steele was in the hospi- 
tal, and Simpson, by previons command on the 
eharming Isle of Orleans, which, from its fruit- 
fulness had become, as it were* our stoi-e-bouse.* 
Add to all these reasons; it eould not he said 
of the gentlemen in the seminary " they are 
my intimates," except as to captain Morgan, 
and lieutenant F. Nichols of lleiidrit-Jt's. Be- 
sides my leather smull- clothes, all in fritters, 
bad been cast away, and a savage covering 
adopted, anti] more auspicious times came. But 
even now, an idea of escape and vengeance in- 
flamed fhe breasts of many, and we were here 
in a much superior situation tVir such a purpose, 
than that of the seminnry. More of this here- 
ader. All these facts and circumstances, in- 
duced an evasion of the friendly solicitation of 
the kind-hearted Morgan. 

On the third day of our capture, the generoos 
Carleton despatched a flag to Arnold, to obtaia 

• See Note X; 
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vbftt trilling ba^pige «e fcsd left «t twr qusr- 
tcrs; mine was either fin^tten, «r loiMriUne «A 
it ira8, faftd be«fi plundered ; bat as gpoA luek 
^uld Itart it, the kna^aek AT af sne AlMU- 
der NelsoD of our coffirpanj-, who tt«s killed wbe* 
VunniDg to the 6nt bu-rier, WkS disolaiined bj 
adl of onr men. Yftur faftier is donseqaenoe* 
hnd vitrfent bmdff umia die spoO. It furnished 
Btyi Attd myseff, with a lar^, but coarse blu4 
Manket, cbued a " stMiid," and admmmer** 
regimental eont, Tlie blanket became a reH 
eomforr, the coat an arUde of batter. It w*A 
en tbfs Auy, that my beart was ready to bnrat 
with ^ief, at ti«triig the funersil of otfr belOT' . 
ed general. Carleton had, in qur former vaH 
with the French, been the frlead and fbUow- 
.iotdier of Mootgonkery. Thongb ipofitioal opin'^ 
kin, perhan'B ambition or inteteat, bad throWit 
these worthies, on drfltnviit gide» of tlie great, 
question, jet the fbrmrer, could sot bat honor 
Itte remairts of his qvondam friend. Aboot nootl, 
€bn prooesBion passed ovr quarteri. It was mosi 
telemn. 'Fbe eoAn ctrrei^ed with a pdf, sur- 
Aioatited hj (ranstetse swords — wag borne tif 
met). The regufttr troops, panieularl; that 
fltM bodj- of men, the seventh regiment, witfi 
.revbtwed armir, and searf« on (he left elbow, ae- 
etfnipan^ the corpse to the enve. The fnWenJa 
of the othef officers, both frtemts and eaemle*, 
were performed this dB;f . Prom many of us, 
it Avtm tearb of iiffeetiiin Ibr tlie dcrfimct, add 
toeaktiigf«r nqrsdf, te^rs of erecting and tbiuik- 
lalnem, tAWaras genem] C^leton. The soldi«- 
t^ Antf inhaMliaiits, appeared affected by tb« 
lostof thiKiaTsiuable man, thou^ he wfts thclt 
enemy, ff iin^ men aa Wusbio^od) CarletoH 
jmd MtmtgbmerT, bad bad tbe aittre dlreeciim 
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«f tbe adverse war, the eontenttan* in IheieTent, 
miglit have liupjiily terminated to ttte advantage 
nf lH>lh sections or ilie nation. M'Pliergon, 
Cheeseman, Hendritks, Humphreys, were all 
dignified I^ the manner of burial. 

On tlie same, or Ihe following da;, we were 
•Gompelleil, (if we would look,) to u more dis- 
gusting aocl torturing sight. Many ouHoleSf 
repeatedly one after the other, passed our dwel- 
ling loaded with Ibe dead, whether of the oBsail- 
ants or of the garrison, to a place, emphatically, 
called the " tlead-house." Here the bodies wcr^ 
lieaped io monstrous piles. The horror of tlie 
sight, to us southern men, priocipally consisted 
in seeing our companions borne to interment* 
nncoffined, ami in the very clothes they had worn 
3n battle ; their limbs distorted In various dii>ec< 
iions, surh as would ensue in the moment of 
■death. Many of our friends and acijuaintanceb 
were Apparent. Poor !\elson lay on the top of 
half a dozen other bodies — his arms extended 
heyond his head, as if in the act of prayer, and 
-one kne« crooked and raised, seemingly, when 
he last gnsjied in the agonies of death. Curse 
AH these civil wars which extinguish the socia- 
hitities of mankind, and annihilate the strength 
«f nations. A flood of tears was conseijuent. 
Though Montgomery was beloved, because of 
his munliiiess of soul, heioie bi-avery and suavi- 
ty of manners ; Hendricks and Humphreys, for 
Abe same-admirable ijualilies, and especially for 
the endurances we underwent in conjuticfion, 
v!;!)')! enforced many a tear: still my unhappy 
ar.d lost brethren, ihniigh in bumble station* 
itiih whom that dreiulful wild was penetratedi 
and from whom eume many attentions towards 
ne^ ibreed niebndioly sensations. From what 
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if %xiA refetire to the *' Deftd-bonset'* yon mif^C 

Conclude lliat general Carleton waa ialiumaDe or 
hard-hearted. No sui-ii thing. In tliU norlliera 
lalitiide, at this scaeou of the year, according ttr 
m^- feelings, (we had no thermiirneter,) the veA- 
thpr was so cold, aa usually to be many dcgree» 
below 0. " A wuund, if morlaU or even othe^ 
Vi^e, casts the party wounded into the snow } tf 
dcalli should followi it ibraws tlie sufferer Into 
TariouB attitudes, wliieb are assumed in the ex- 
treme ^ain ftCGoni panning death. The raomeaC 
death tak«s place, the frost fises the liinlw iir 
yhatevcr situation they may Iben hapjien to be, 
and which cannot be reduced, to .decent orderr 
linlil they are thawed. In this state, the bodies 
of (he slain are deposited in the '< dead-house/* 
hard as ice. At this season of the year, tbe 
earth is frozen from two to five feet deep, im- 
penelrable to the best pick:axe, in the hands of 
the stoutest man. Hence you may perceive a. 
justilieation of the "dead-house." It is no 
new ubseFvation, " that climates form the maa- 
*' nera and habitudes of the people." 

On the next day, (January 4th,) we were vis- 
ited by colonel Maclean,, an old man, attwide^ 
by other ofHeers, for a peculiar purpose, (hat is, 
to ascertain who among us were trarii in Kurope. 
We had many Irishmen, and some EaglishbieB;- 
The question was put to each; those'~who adV 
fitted a British hirth, were told they must; 
serve his majesty in colonel Maclean's reg^ 
nient, a new corps, called the "emigrantB.''^ 
Our poor fellows, under tbe fearful penalty vS 
being carried to Britain, there to be tried for 
treason, were compelled by necessity, and many 
of them did enlist. Two of them, very brave 
men, Kdwai'd Caveoaugh and TiimDtb; ConneJ^ 
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doMne (0 he aaned* because of a paftionlBr ncf 
currence whicli Isapjieoed slutrtly aftcrttardi : 
These two men, among otiierat called upon me 
for my advice how to aet. Being, at tliat time, 
Dpltber a lawj'cr nor a casuist, tbe; haA my opJr 
Qioi) according to the dictates ot* na(ure> and 
some slight reading. That is, that Ihcj should 
tsnlist, Car a cons'li-aincd oallt, as theirs >vouId 
he, could not bo hinding on the conscience : an4 
I>^ all means tojoin our army as soon as praeli' 
cable. They enlisted under the notion, that 
(be Mth was lUM-ohligatorj^, apd a hope of a 
speedf return to their aweet-heaPts and wives. 
Allow ine here ,to recount, l^' iuiticipa(ion« 
ihe residue of the adventures of » honest Ned." 
It is due to lum, for he saved my life, and 
that of Simpsba, on the "Dead river.," To- 
wards the eiud of January, Caveuaugb and Con- 
ner, happened to compose a part of the same 
gi^rd at Paiaee-gata, wbere the walls are from 
thiply IQ forty feet high, independently of tho 
declivity of the lull. Caveoaugh was stationed 
as a sentry in eoi^unction with one of tho Bri- 
tish party. Conner had prooured a bottle of 
XUn; coming to the station, he drank himself, 
and prcBoated the bottle to the British sentry. 
tVhile the latter was in tho act of drinking^ Ca* 
Teoaugh gave him a push with the butt of his 
musket, which sluBned and brought him to tho 
earth. Taking his arms, they sprung ever tha 
wall into abed of snow, perhaps twenty flre feuk 
dieG|>. This avermeat oonccrotng the depth of 
tlw sBOW, may appear problematieal, as we know 
nothing like it io our elimute. Form no defini- 
tive oMoion unlit you^ have heard the rcasona 
why it does happen. As you may recollect 
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seretaLinitaBced ia tbis mcih»ii'i. wt'ere the us- 

Serity of n Quebec winter is iDtimftted, and it 
eseriplion of.its effects attempted-^sucli as frc* 
guenl sBOW-storma and fierce winds. In the 
moiitU of January, partioulaHyt when tlie snow 
iias iQcveased to a depth of seven feet over the 
.isce of the countrj^, notwithstanding the shining 
.of the B(in, the cold is, so great, that those vindf 
drive the snow daily, against ihe high rampartft 
.of tlic city, where it forms a compact mass — the 
last stratum being light and drjr, as the finest 
sandf which may he whirled by the wind. Cave- 
naugh and Conner leaped mid-deep into such a 
'soft bed. Their disadvantage consisted in sink- 
.ing too deep ; the heighth of the leap, plunging 
, them deepei- than ordinary walking would do,. 
made it difScuIt for them to extricate themselves. 
The relicf-gitard came in time to give them a 
volley, as thuy were scampering away. Thanks 
to God, my worfhy Irislimen escaped unharme^. 
though as they passed through St. Roque, th^ 
were complimented by. several disohai^s of' ' 
oaimiiiter and grape-shot. This was the firsfr 
notice we had of the escape of our daring friends.. 
We beard next murning, all the minulife from 
tliose who guarded us. Cavenaugh is still alive — 
is laborious, and has a large fUmily of children,. 
who are res|>ectable iu their way. You cannot 
conceive the joyousncsa of my heart, when hear- 
.ing of him, m my peregrinations a few yeais 
since, in the mountainous parts of York eounty.. 
The pittanee then spared him, it is hoped wiIL 
make you never; the poorer.. The JasSemldy, 
of Pennsylvania have g«uited him a peaeiim,, 
for wltieh tliat honorable body, have my: most 
'.fervent hletslogs. -Old ^]6 and decrepitude, by- 
ihe jexUcmity ^ ma aii^rings; is. braueht ugon^ 
■ M2. 



»i, long' before the onUMry, aUotmeiils of ritt* 
iuve. ., W« apvveA our oamttry futhfuJJy, itod tt 
thislate iay, it U retHy pleasant to <A«erTr th« 
spirit of the public, inclioed to eonpeasate tba 
veterans of 1776 and 1776. So much for my 
preserver " Honest Nedi" whiali epithet he still 
ueu's aiuoDff his qei^iwrg, hy whom, bating a 
TeniaTvice, neiscateem^d. TimothjCoDiier*oii 
the eontrarfi possessing the art ,of aeciuiring 
wealth* nuwried, had a eompeteocy^ but lott it 
subseqaently bj his vjees* wlndb bore a strong 
afflnity to gross orirai*aUfy. 

Bf tlie middle of Januarj', we were MtUcd 
Ao^a into a state somelhiitg like household or<- 
der '. those who eould eeooomisei fared loterably 
weU(thou|;h th«y ceuld-baTB used more. Our 
tlaily pronsipB eoasisted of a biseuit made of a 
tioaree meal* from, somelbing lilie our chopped 
Tye ; Tei^- ofteu ebaS* or straWf half an ioc^ in 
length, was found in this species of bread. A 
liiaeuit of. the size of a eake of gingerbread, 
now sold with us for acent* was the daily idlow- 
anee of this article : half a pouad rf poi^i or 
three qaarlers of a pound of beef, then^ these 
were much salted, eren so as to be uneomlbrla- 
'^e — ^tbey were of Irish preparation, perbi^ for 
the sea-servioe ; a competent allowanoe of iMUei^ 
originally fine, yet now rancid ; candles, mslas- 
iies» and even vinegar ; — this last article,. so Img 
KB it eould be afforded us, was a prescrvatiTe 
from the disorders wbieh unwittingly we were 
inibibing daily. -Knowing the difficulties under 
which the garrison biyb—^oes at the gates, and 
an nneertatnty of sneoour; the governor waa 
thou^t of |>y me, with similw lUhnvaaees, that 
ought to he made to our own generals, ia eiv- 
«l»uta*Ma eC tmh ^odung^ B«Bcnityk FffOB 
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dl i^foMBi<i0n Attaiimble on odf part, we ^ere 
•« well tteated as tfa«ie sr the garrisoiif wh* 
lived- «!' the tame kinds of fuodt except ai t* 
liflwr, which depnvitian was in«re beneficid 
4lno injurioas to our men. It is gratefut to my 
heart, now to renember and repeat, the benevo- 
leot aeaiadoss this orildneis and huAaafty cre- 
ated in my miad, towards the TJrtaonaj the itraia* 
ble and veaerable Garieton. He was a genuine 
representative Dftherenttlity of tlie Irish nation, 
wuichk so deseTVedly famous for the prodnc> 
tion of real heroes, patriotic atatesmeai and a 
^nerauty and suavity of manners. He was of 
great owdoar, upri^taess and honor, aad full 
af the spirit of f^ihknthropy, which marks the 
veal gentleman. He made as several visits, ia 
ail of which he seemed, merely to have a soliel- 
iadefar oar welfare, without any sinister view, 
snefa as a sedoctioii from oar principles, he. 
That he gisnted «b every aceommodation, bis 
^ing situatioB authorized, there can ho no 
4»ubt. Shortly after the time now spoken of, 
■ne were coadooted to the Dauphin jail. Befbre 
we quit the n^Hers, admit me to state to yoa 
something more, relating' to onr manaer of JiV' 
iag there. My youthful appetite required and' 
'dwiaaded a greater quantity of fowl than we 
then enjoyed. We wanted spoons, not only io 
pue own mess, bat throughout the whole corps. 
Inhere was no-monay among us to purchase such 
an implement, and if there bad been, and oppai^ 
tanUyfaad offiired, it is lifcdytlnjeRlousyof go- 
Wament, would have deprived us. of diem, if 
fbrmcd of metal of any hind. 
. One dw beiag at the ualoading A eord of 
wood, a Inreh «lick, the- only piece of bard wood 
B Utc IvwViMi eigariy laid Wd o^ ui bone 
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<o thi ui^sA-Foom ; from 4hb^ a w«o4lea epoan 
^na aooD ft>rthed fm ra; own ^use. XfObscotiaB 
iBtide a part of our diaroal food. . This -term, 
thougb Tiilgar> cooveys to tiae, who, whea liun'- 
KT}', has tasted the dish, s«me agreeable idoBe. 
Among soldierg anil sailors it is esteemed equal 
to the '• oUa podrida" of the Spaniards, and 
'nearty Ho'to tbe '<spc<^ and oyeH' of the Gcr- 
mans; itis eertainly more nounsbing thi» what 
the Iatter«e11 "water aoup," and even "meal 
soup". We put our vile biiu^it intaatiuj^avsel, 
ivith a sniBeient qtianfity of watePi and permit- 
edit to Hair- on ihe store, anlil there waaaper- 
l^t iniieil^e, seme thia aUecs of baeon fat, (the 
resei-ve of the last meal,) were Ihen added { or 
fithne of the idumi^t^sof the boilers, but must 
usQaUy, theraneidlnitter^ (which ^astbuama^ 
palatable :) when tbese .'sabAwKes were wdl in* ~ 
<eorporatea witbtbebiaenit; a few spoon-fulls »r 
mohisses finished the ^b. This was the .ordi- 
nary breakfast, ajtd a good one, when we eouM 
BpooD it ieto our moatba. My-spooa tbereforet 
was as artiele in ^eat demand, and of prime 
neeeseity. The produetitHi of one apoon, orewt- 
ed a defiire for more ; they were maaufaotured 
in abundali«e» \^ the mewas of two kaivea — a 

freat afld a small, bat always dispoaed of fop 
iecuit. ^ootn were made as laege assmaU" 
ladles, some with a deer at full streteh, a boaad 
piirsuhigi — an Indian sitting— a beaver — and 
twenty »ther derioes were invented, aad tolerab^ 
well carved, gone eane to live biscuiti,..eame 
to ten, hnd one in particular at twenty, which 
my IViendS', thought worthy of the aoeeptaiiee ef 
the governor, but e^e wna takwi not to present ' ' 
it. Boyd and Cunningham carefully furnished 
the wood. Thaa we could ^exisVjicBttjF well oa 
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our •l»tider4iB(. B«t ve hiA o(lw r*»o*nstSi 
wbich w«r« by bo- means ii^leet«4. Henry 
Crone, aWeU bml jroiwg matr. deMwdsd fntu 
a wutby and reqtecteble ftuwl; of YoHt f om(]^ 
I^nnijlvaniat nuisfa nf MBiw» but irbo waa 
fciMwn to me dnring liis amirentioeBhip at Iab- 
vaater, bad d^Bipated a good fonune at the gam- 
ing-tablfl8 ; be vas a sergeant* af IIeadFieka*<> 
Miserable as 'vas oar predieaiae&t* the dcmea 
«f play liad iatrudad Unlf MBm(; «■* thaai^ 
there -was- aeltber mMny nor dotbit^* bat that 
npon OUT baobSfWid our daily pravliieMta^iart 
wilb. Tb» ^ay was fw Ihsmh^ «mI nioit asa- 
ally at a game eaUad " aU-^bDn.** in wbieb Crane 
was a real adept. He was a droll deg» and 
nuebi laeUsed to i^ay with aad beat the Vaa-i 
fceett as be termed tb«n. Many sovaingt* he-* 
ing Aompelled by the tnelemeney eC the seasop* 
to Ivare oar aoeomlbrtable bed, pseiag the ava-r 
nues in front of onr eella for -exendse and 
warmth, drawing aside the enrt^n af the gavb- 
lEag room door, wbieb was no other Ibw* » 
thre&d-bare Idaaket, Croao. was seen and beari^ 
with blears, eyes and a n>eiferouB YOJce, alter 
a night's sHtlng, eoatenduig fbr a luseuit. with 
as mueb s^rit and beat, as most -pvobuUy hi 
had dons in fermer (ioMs for fifty or a bundi-ed 
dollnrs. The passjon of ganiiRg, is nlmost an in* 
explicable trait in the hnmaa ebaraetcr, the 
poor, the rich, the 'siange and the aivilized, are 
equally Its devotfcs.- 1'be greatest and tha 
least are alik^ ftubjttel to its fiueiaatiaas. Crane. 
pour dog, was one of the devoted. , 

Mon^omery^ in hisoare for AmoU's party^- 
besides an excellent blanket eoot) bad ass^««(l 
to eaeh man ft new red regimental-eoat of the 
f cTonthf or - aOme other ngiinent, statbned so 
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tlte npper emintry. Tbi« elQfhine- hftd been 
i^iztfd at Montreal Crvne, in the divison, had 
fared wt;ll. He had obtained a large superfine 
bpoad>elulb eoai> sncb ns is worn by the serge- 
ant-major or the JBHtish army, niiich "fitted 
luoi like a shirt." He was so totally devoid of 
care, that he never once applied to tlie tsylors 
of the«rmy, who were employed by the public, 
to At Uie coat to his back, and to sew it regu- 
larly, ythat was still mure laughnble, he had 
BO poeketa to this cout, unless you laAy call the 
flannel sucli, which interiorly lined the lapr' 

Cu and bore the appearance of large biigs 
gliog about bis heels. Crone was facetious 
ftttdelever; he had an affection for me. Often 
^Kint- daylight lie would come to my blanket 
and waken me, and ehake the lappets of his 
«»si. He would say "Dninme Jack, here's 
9Uiie thing for you," and would force U'^ton me, 
tea, fifteen, and several times, even thirty bis- 
cuits. With all his vices lie bore a great share 
of my esteem, for the goodness of his heart. 
Wfaoi ill-luefc eeeurred', there was a rerunding 
(w my part, bat it seldom hapf>ened.- Our other 
vesouree was WilliaBi M'Coy, a scrgeiint of 
Bendrteks', an excellent c]erk, whd caAie Into 
filvor.of the Governor, by giving to major Mur- 
ray of the garrison, a gcnume copy of his journ- 
al of the route, tiirough the mlderDess into Ca- 
nada. He was -a sedate -and sensible man. He' 
was iaslallod ** clerk of the kitchen," nod put 
me much in mind of Gil Bias' clerk. The cook," 
vhom M'Coy patronized, was a very Bonifoce ' 
in aoeomplislitnentfi - and a Sancho Panza in ro- 
tmidity. He was of Thayer's or Dearborne's 
fioupany. Believe me, thatlfaese two men, were 
««arted by Dtur fatiDgry wif^hts among the soldtc- 
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rjf, villi as ihneli Mgerneta anil so1iottade» uhI 
often g^coplianvy, as no.ul(l liave been the oiue 
had tbe^ been the niiiiisterii of a %tviA itBte. 
"What could you §uppuae. lu be tlie ol^eet of suih 
•ervililyl Toexplain — ^Tbe boiling utensils, tvere 
two very large coppirti. A bailing of pork, pro- 
duceil'a great quantity of liquid fat, wbioh the 
men called tiusk. Tlie skinimiDgti constituted 
the iniportauce of the eook, who made a profit 
from il> by selling it to certain tradesmen of 
the city. A half iiint of this sluab, was a good 
BU.coedanenm for better food, to a mess of six 
stout men. It, with the molasses, funned as 
excellent lubsi-ousr. Oleaginous inattei', nest 
to brvad, is however, the great support of the 
animal fun lotions, and even superior to bread> 
to sustain life, and gratify the palate. Here 
you see the real ground of the causes of dialine- 
tioDs in society. The cook possessing this jier- 
quisi(e» eomtnauded hie applicants for additicm- 
al food, with an unwarrantable austerity. As 
to our mess, it. was strong in habits of intiutacy 
with M'Coy,-.wh« was one of u». The cook 
was far below our notioe. Friend M'Coy, gave 
us every advantage, our melf^nulmly situation 
affbrde(l*liin(. This minute information is given 
to you, to inspire you with a disguM, towards 
war of any kind. As to my aona, if the liber- 
ties of our oountry ever be invaded, it is jiunt-, 
bly hoped* under the jirotecting hand of Provi-, 
denee, that they will always be ready and ae-- 
tive, to rally round tlM stamlurd of Freedumt 
th<9 iMrinriples of which, we. derived from ouf 
forelatheri, whose l)la«d freely dowed in it* 
defent-e. . 

Coining to the Dauphin jail, rscoried by the' 
nailitat^'r we found it well accoiuiuudaled for. 
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imp l«4ginetit. 11i«ro were tow raoius UOav, 
BndH mBnj' absve slatrs, all eapaeious and weU 
BtippKed ffitb births at bulks, in tlie cdmaioii- 
metfaod of barracks. Our eompM^' taking tbe 
l%ht» cur precedene; iir tb« p^eesHAii gave 
OS, assumeit ibe possessiea o( a rsom. In the 
third stor^f whieh was in truth tbe ycty best. - 
M«rraB*S) taok a room im mediately be)«w UB)- 
Hraarick'a one adjoining: but reiiMinb<v» tfaftt^ 
M this ttm«, we were reduced moat lamentefaty 
tij klHedt wouaded and missing. Many were hi 
Ae ho9^tal. Ont of rixty-Sve, who ttme on - 
Abmbam's Plains, fa November, we had scared' 
iy mare than thirty^ left with as in fwison. .< 
The fll^ o£ *^« eMia; aid diseftse had ao tluii- 
ite^ Us. Morgan's gaHaot men &red wor»e* . 
Like tbe eartem people belbre, and at that pe- . 
rM, Ihf^ detested the intPMtoDtim afthe 8Riim> 
pox into their etrantin, by iaueulation. Maw l&Ciy . 
WeM it» TiettBM. Lma than twea1;<ftvB of tbe 
iwivatea Of Aat company, rogMned their native : 
hemes. IVy were ttrigtnaHyr w el^ant tk body 
of men, as erer eai»e within my View.* To «se 
Ae slyie^ of my friend l^pMB* " they were 
** heairtifulhoys, who kn«w how to htuxltet aad . 
** aim Hie rifle.'*' Indeed mmy «f them* aAroit 
yenngnien, ee a w^geeae md thofoagh-goiae, be- 
came the sriuee^ ^ deHthr 1^ that,4teoleift dts- 
ease, botti- without ami withw llw^ty. We, - 
of FenB^hMmia, had- mr-te^n from that swiree. 
This Asease had viaitetf in ib yottth. eithov na>' 
tnrMIy or by inneeniafloti. TlUs <Aaervatfani* - 
WMck i9 a sefioBf one» shaukl ewvcy t«y*«> 
Minds, the immeosity «f the Aseovevy of the i»> 
BOGvlatiofl of the kine-poek, by doctor iemteT/ 
The diaeoTery of the cBBSes V .J^tbtohqt. ita 
areadriil'««>eu, (||e4iK(uirof«va(d^itsp«w«V| 
• See Note xi. ^ , , 
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b, (as it concerns tlie happiness of man, gpuak- 
ing diffidently*) periiaps inferior in iraportaaee 
to tlwt of Jenner. Ttie Jennerian diicorerV,, 
tends to save (he lives of millionHf the Frank- 
liiiian of hundreds. Bnt alt lovers of natural 
philo80|tlt;, are comiiellable to acknowledgef 
tbnt the identity of the electric fluid, obtahie4 
»tilicially, with that of the clouds, ha« given 
a wider scope lu human thuughti than the re- 
cency of the Jenncrian discovery, has as yet, 
afforded. There can be little doubt, that id a . 
succession of years, some gij^ntic geuiusea of 
the medioal profession, will improve and extend 
(he beneiits of the happy disclosure. 
' At the Dauphin jail, our notions of escape 
irere strengthened. The prison may be £00 
jards from St. 'John's gate, the interval at that 
time, was free from buildings. From without 
the buiiding appeared formidable. The eourt- 
grard, was very eOntraeted for so large a house, 
mnd was encompassed by a strong stone wall, at 
least twenty feet high. Tlie windows and doors, 
yrerc seemingly, by their bars impenetrable. 
But what cannot men of true spirit effect, when 
made the subjects of oppression. Opposite to 
tiie jail, across the street leading to St. John's 
g^le, at a dhtanee of forty yards, there stood 
a house, which hceamethe station of the guard* 
who HU[ierinlended us. In the first of our im- 
prisonment, we were attended by the regular 
troops, or sailors, who were embmlied by go- 
vernment as soldiers, but now, the guard (ai 
«ur force without bad made n firm stand.) wai - 
replaced by tbe militia, who were the most In- 
ert and despicable of military men. The sen- 
tries were stationed pn the outside of tibejulr— ' 
K 



am bad'tio vMaenei of ourcdndoet iritUnt ex. 
«ept tJte captain of the provost, who did not fvy 
with ar suspicious eye. He was a Ecnertfus aaft 
open-hearted enem> — had no guile himself, nor 
imputed it to others. The prineipal defence on 
this side of the city, as it regarded our attempt 
at evasion, lay at and near St. John's gate. The 
guard hero was most usually eumposed of thirty- 
men, of the regular troops or sailors. They. 
would have given us a hustle, but of a eertaiil-. 
ty, we should have overpowered them, by the. 
.foree uf numbers, as stout and as able bodied- 
jnen as themselves, whose courage was not tO' 
lie questioned, though there was a great durer- 
«nce in the nature of our respective arms. Hav- 
ing exEunined the jail carefully, its iinbeciUty 
to restrain us^ was apparent. It was an oM 
French building in the Bastile style. The wallSf 
of stone, and more than three feet thick; were 
inipeuelrabli) by any of our means. Upon ex- 
amining the bars of the windows, which werv 
.originally ill -constructed, Diany were fouOd so 
much oorrodedf as to move up and down in tha 
sockets. These couW be taken out. The mild- 
ness of Governor Carleton's reign, seemed not 
to require a strict inspection into places of this 
kind. About this time, a selected council was 
oalled, of whicb your father had the honor to, 
be one, and wa% chiefly composed of the serge* 
ants. The present m^or Joseph Aston, of 
Liamb's uriillerisis, then a sergeant-major, ha4 
the presidenoy. Our discovoriea were diselosed 
—the means of escape considered, and a' con- 
sultation of the men recommended. This wat 
doue, and there was not a dissentient voice. At 
the Btnir bead, there was a small room, lighted 
by » small niodow ; the door was lucked.— Peep. 
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fag throDgti the kej'liole, lai^ iron boops wen 
discuveretl: the apring of the lock, Ic-ndly gftW 
way Xo our eOiirts, Ihe room was ranBBcked j 
and as neatly closed. The room furnished ut 
with A large number of itrong iron-hoops, tw» 
and three inches Ifroad, and a eonsiderable quati* 
tity of other iron, of dilTcrent shapes and sizeir 
deposited there as lumber. From the first of 
these articles, we formed a rough, but weighty 
apectes of aword, with a wooden handle, a blow 
from which, in the hands of one of our stout 
.men, would have brought down one of the stout- 
est of the enemy. The residue of the iron, was- 
ft|>[>lied to the formation of spear-heitds. These 
Wtre affixed to splits of ilr-plank, about ten feet 
in length, which had formed in part, the bot- 
toms of the lower births. These weapons, it {» 
true, were of the coarsest' make, yet in tht 
liands of men, determined to sacriiiee their I i vet 
for freedom, they would have had a eansider> 
abfe sway. Our long knives, which many of 
us liecrcled when captured, nlso became speat>- 
points. These weapons were concealed under 
the lower range oC births, which were raised » 
foot from the floor. The planks were neatly 
rnisi-d, tbe nails were c:(li*act«d, and the nail- 
hcud, with a part of its shank, placed in iti- 
furiiier position. Over these Jay our blankets,, 
and bundles. It was a standing rule, to linve 
two sentries, constantly on the w^tch, one at. 
each end of the interior of the jail. Their duty 
.consisted in giving a signal of the approach of 
tbe officers of tbe garrison, who were in tlt« 
habit of visiting us daily, as there vete nhoir*. 
makers and taylors among us,, who Worked^ 
cheaper than those of tbe city, merely for the 
jHirpoBo of battering their condiliOD. Then 
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^m poltey in this WRtchfulnetil 'VThen tbe tig* 

ntd was given, the inner duors wei-e tlirouu 
open, those appointed for tlie purpose, laid 
upaa tbe birth which hi<l our armH, as if in a 
drowsy state. The offieersi were accosted with 
assumed confidence, and much eoinplaisanue. 
Ttie 'eouneil met daily,' sometimes in small 
' aqaadt* and when any thing uf much conse- 
quence was'to be considtrfd, in l^irger; hut at 
all times secretly, or at least not ohviou^ly as 
a eouRcU, from a fear of traitors, or some In- 
dtscref ion of the young men. Our arrangements, 
ao far as my judgnienf could discern, were ju- 
dicious. Aston was to act as general, M'Coy 
and some others became colonels. Boyd and 
0thei^ of the most spirit, became majors, eap- 
tainsi lieutenants, &e. That which cheered ma 
muci), was that the council assigned me, a first 
lieutenancy under my friend Boyd, whase vigor 
and courage were unquestionable. 

The plan of the esca]>e was thus : Aston who 
ttas an excellent engineer, was to haVe tbe 
particular superinteiidency of Lamb's company, 
vhich to a man was well informed in their duty, . 
aetive atid spirited. These were to fac Increased 
to a band of ose hundred and fifty men, whosu 
duty it was to attack the guard at St. John'd 
gate. The attack of the guard opposite the 
jail, was assigned to the disuretion of Boyd, 
Cunningham and myself; tbe council generous- 
]y, giving us the aathority of a first selection oi* 
twenty two {persons, from the whole body of our 
men. The residue of our force, was so disposed 
of. as to act as a body of rescnre to Aston, un- 
dop the command of M*Coy, and another sma)-- . 
let body was reserved to su[^rt Boyd, partiau- 
iMly by way of setting fire to the jail, the guHd; 
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In>a9e» viA ijh^ buiUhigs in^ ite nti^hhaxhaai, to 
amuse or employ tlie enemy t wbile we were run- 
mitig io St. Jwlin*> gate. II v/ra expected we 
could HiTive there, by ttie time Aston and his 
pnrty would be victorious. Our particular duty 
iras of (he desperate kind, sometbing of the na: 
ture of the " forlorn. hope." Xuthing but the 
Virtue and bravery of our comi-ades, could en- 
sure the safely of our lives; for if Ibey sliould^ 
arrive at St. John's gate, and diacoDilit the, 
guard ; aod if then seeking safety by flight, theyj 
would leave us to the mercy of an enraged cne-, 
my, who would sacritice us to their fury. . Bu( 
there has been too much precljtitation in the re-, 
lation. Previously to the Ust observations, be-^ 
sides being told of our force, our weapons, and. 
our mililury pIanB> you should have been inform^ 
cd also, of the real site of the jail — of its in-.; 
ternal structure, from which. the sally was to bef 
made. The Daupliin jail is built on a plains, 
aretty mneb declined towards the street. Itfol- 
lows, thai the front of the lower story, that !% 
the cellars, was on a level with the street. The^ 
back-ground was ten or twelve feet higher. loi 
tb)S cellar, near the foot of the stairway, tber^ 
vas a plenteous foantainof water, wbiob suj^iUn 
ed t)ie liousB. The oondtitits leading from tbe^i 
spring, by the severity of the weather, wer^ ion-i^ 
pedcd by ice, so that the water, in great^quan-f 
tity remained la the cellar, which, witb the addiW 
tionql earclesBBass itl our ptK^le, wbo east thef 
riDsing of their buelietfl, on. th»- floor of ther 
apartment, formwl a bed of ice a foot thiek«»- 
and very firm and si^id. This, cellaf had a; 
door newly made, of-stroag pine plank, five f«etv 
in widtli. which ■ opened iaMiard^— the sill wbb' 
l^vel with.ths*tr??t, The,i]A»» Vfiu hHW npoa'. 
N 3 



nr. 



1-50 

JS. hii^aa of fttergeuze, ilxed<oil llir Jiiiii^i' 
ei^Ktaed to our view and operations. But wliat 
iva» still mare absurd^ the door was hasped 
vithia, and securod by a largs juul-loek. Close 
in^ctitM, and tbouglitfuhiess, had made the 
members of the council, by. the means the; en- 
Jojed, perfect masters of those hinges and the 
lock; they would not have stood a srcond of 
time. The principle . obstacle was the ice, 
which vraa raited fully a foot against the door. 
Uvea this would have giv^n way to our ingenui- 
ty. The whole of oor plan was well laiti, and. 
tborougiily digested. That door was to be our 
sally^poFt. Boyd preceding with our ftivisioit— 
.^OB and M'Coy following, Ihey turning ra^d. 
ly to the left for 6t. John's gate. The disloca- 
tion of the ifOa bars of the windows, was to eo- 
sae : all those which could be removed, being 
known, were to become issnes for our bravest 
jnen. Every R^an knew his station. It is an 
cdd and a trite idiscrvatioii, that it is a difficult 
thing to describe a battle, so as to give a t^ar 
idea of all the eanies and effects of each move* 
- m«nt, withoot overloading and confusing the pie- 
tare. The same may be said of a conspiraej 
'iHiGb-as ours. Going through the entry from 
the fpMit door into tl^ jail-yard, near the back 
door, but still within the prisoa, there are two 
cavities opposite to ea<^ other, strohgly walled 
> and arched. We' called then the black holes. 
On the outside of the buUiHog, in the yard, 
those Bsvities aasmmd the fonns of banks, ten 
' or eleven feet high, and at wide ; and well sod- 
ded. With H>me address and agiiity^a sprightly 
man eould sur[wss either of them. The wall 
' idtove those basks was, probaUy ten feet hi^eiv 
to thedi^ig^^e often cliBbed up the wall. 



'hy nKBotfof kg interitiees^ fvetai windi tbenior- 
llar had lalleo in tlie course of time, to take a 
')>eep at the citjr, merely putting our vyes abave 
the level of thu t^ of it, 

A Mr. Martin, a hardy, daring and active 
young man, of Lwnb*B companyt 1 thiniL a ser- 
geant, proposed to bear intoUigenee of our pi-0- 
g^ects, to the AoierieBii commaoder, without the 
.walls. His plan was approved. A lime for ir- 
l-^ption wag named, though the day was not par- 
ticularised. The signals to invite the advance 
of our army to St, John's gate, were the burning 
.of the houses, and Uie firing of tlie guns «f the 
ramparts towards the city. As yet, we were un- 
prepared to move. . This expediiiun of Martin's 
was profoundly a' secret »niong .those of the 
council, from n fear that some bungler might 
.attempt tlie same path, fail, and by his being 
taken, unveil our plots. Permit ine a short eft- 
Bode OB the escape of Martin. It was singularly 
: adventurous, and the neatness of its execution, 
. renders it worthy of remark. 1 had the plea- 
'Sure of hearit^ it reeountedt in more. happy 
times, at New-Yuck. MaEtiu was dressed in 
^warm clothipg, with good gloves; a white eafi> 
-shirt and ovcrails. were prepared for hiiu. He 
^appeared in the jtul-yard ainow the prison^i 
ID bis duly drass. The time of loelUog up, and 
•: calling the roll, generally happcacd almut tun. 
-down. It was the business uf the captain of.Uie 
-provost, who was accorapanifid 1^ a Jile of men. 
■ The prisoners, instigated by those in the seoret* 
.employed themselves eitt a( doore, uutil late -in 
the ereatng, in play, as. if to kee^ their bodia* 
warm. It was a btoning and dreary eveaiaig, 
which was purposely cliosen. At Itx^ungup* 
. those ia Ui6 eecrrt lugg/eA Jieiiiad^ .tardUjf(,puBu- 
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iMf: the uninformed before, yt^ so alowly , as ef' 
factually to crowd tlie gangway ; rilartin remain- . 
Ing in the rear. The operation took place al' 
the elangiog of the lock of (he great front iloor.-. 
rriits measure was imagined arid elTecteil on pur- , 
pose, to procure to Martin, a suffieiency of lei- 
sure to get to Lis hiding place, which was no 
o'lher than a nouk. formed by the projection of. 
the door-wayt and on the top of one of the banks',. 
]iefoi,*e spoken oC . Here lie had time to put 90 
10s cap, shirt, &c. 'I'he oGTicer who examined . 
the yard, could out perceive him, unless he went ' 
o.ut of the door, several paces to the left, an<l.! 
roost pfohuh]y« not cYeo then, far Atartin woyld 
l^ CQVcrftd in the snow, .and imperceptiblr. 
H;^^pily the officer went uq further than the, 
tiiresholdt and. made but a sligl^t survey of Ihe. 
yard-. This account, so far, is derived f rom . 
mif .owa,kDOwlcdge j what follows, is from Mar- , 
tin himself. . *' ^^r(in tarried there until seven, 
or ei^t o'clock.' The dilemma he was in, could 
only be surp^sed in imminence of danger, by . 
■lis entire me activityi skill and courage. There' 
were four seotries stationed around the jail — , 
two at eaeh corner in front, and tbe like numbeP:< 
at the oornijrs of the yard in tbe rear. . Those 
B^atries, though relieved every quarter of an.. 
h«urf were soon driven into the sentry-boxes, by-, 
tlie cold, and keenness of tbe whistling winds. 
If tl(oy bad paced thtj j^accs allotted (hem by^ 
duly, tbe ewap§ of Martip nuft have been itu-. 
possible. WatchiBg-,.tbe trac time, he slipped 
dawn tfae wall into tbe deep soow uDderncatli. 
unobserved. Hence, he made a sudden exeur-. 
Bion to the left of St. John's gate, at a part of 
tbe wiUl) wh^ce ,bc well knew no seotry ww 
^A^*^ . Iiiea^pg. tbe wall^ into the saovybb. 
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received the flr« of a distant Mntrji Ater(i« 
wus untiaruied. Tlie loldier fired, as it werci 
at a phaatoiii, fur wben Martin'it bod; eame iO' 
to coatact with the snuw, it was uudi80«niil)le— 
the desired iaformatiun wag given ;*' but of tliis, 
we could merely laaku surmises until the Maj 
following. That whJcb is vei^ remarkablei is* 
that the absence of Martin was unlinoWn to go'* 
Ternnient, until the explosion of our plot. 

Our next suUcitude was the acquisition <^ 
powder. This article eould be obtaiHed bnt by . 
sheer address and shrewd ntanagement. Bat 
we had to do with men who were not of tbe niilik 
tary cast. We began first to enter into famili*' 
arity with the aentries, joking with tbcm and 
pretending to learn French from them. Tbe 
guard, usually of Canadians, consisted of nanj 
old men, and young boyst who were rery " com- 
ing" A few small gun-carriBges were con-^ 
etrueted, not more than six inches in length-, 
and mounted with cannon, or bowltzersf which 
vere made of many folds of paper, and were 
bound lightly around with thread, l^ese were 
shewn to the sentries fram time to time, and a 
little powder* was requested, with whieh t», 
eharge them. Our births formed an angle of 
the room. Tbe upper births, as well as the 
lower, had a ledge of several inches in hei^th^ 
in which, embrasures were formed with the 
knife. Two parties were raised in ojqiosition to' 
each other, each of which took possession of 
one side Of the angle. The blaze and report,; 
vhieh was nearly as great and as load as that of 
smaH pistols, created much laughter and merri- 
ment. This sport, the ehild of a seeming folly, 
served ns as a pretence and juMtfication for soli- 
«Uing powder. The apparent joy prevailiDfi. 



^moiig uB* pleued Ifae Canadiuui, both old and 
jouBg, anddiil not alarm the goveiiiinent. Ve 
obtained man; cartridge§ in the course or a few 
weeks, two-lliirds of which ciuae to the bands of 
Jiaton a'od his corpi, for the purj»ose of maou* 
fuoturiog matches, &c, &c. Fire arms of anj 
kind, oould not by anj finesse be pponureil. The 
foounereeof carti-idgea, aecompanied b; a suavi- 
ty and detercnce of manners, towards our young' 
frieadsi procured us many {{uarters of pounds m 
powder, which they bougfat secretly out of 
funds, some of which were procured in a ludi* 
•ruua way. We had many siclc in the boipital, 
iur when any one appeared to be disordered ia 
!tlin leust degree, he was hurried to the infirma- 
ry, when cured, he was. returned to us. SonM 
of tlie men, went so far as to feign siokness, to 
get to tliat place, where they lived in a mar« 
sumptuous style than that of the jail. The frs- 
qul:^»t removals oaused-tbe propagation of a re- 
port titat the prison was unhealthy. Many pi* 
«us matrons, came to see us, and never empty 
banded. Some elderly nuns, of respectable fami- 
lies, were of the number, and generally brought 
money, truly not great in quantity, but not the 
less ace eptabic to tbe sick and convalescent, as 
these alms procured them some slight comforts, 
Buch 4S tea, &c. These were the rcligioua and 
humane collections of the sisterhood, and mostly 
eoDsiated of the smallest change. There was a 
beautiful countenanced youth, Thomas Gibson, 
,first sergeant of liendricka, who had studied 
physifl at Qarlisle, Pennsylvania, allied to me by 
affloity, who had, probably from a knowlege be 
bad of his profession, sustained his health bitk- 
erto; his ebeeks were blooming as rosea. He 
VH «Be of t|ie couocij. As young meot we «ar- 
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«d Kttle ikbcwt the mean*, «o tti&t we obtalRi^ 
Ae end, vtiieii was '[Mwder. Wti IivmI aboTci 
BtaifSf and never shared in the gnttuitiea of the 
ladies, which were rupaeivusly awaited at the 
eHiraare of the prison. Gibson and nt^srlf, were 
stHnding at a window near the great door, antL 
opiiositc to M'Cuj's room, a neet little bos> 
which had been knocked up for his purpotes. 
Lucking into the slrevt, a Jady with a thiek Teilr> 
was observed to take the |miti through (he snow 
to our habitation. " /ounds G-ibfton, there's » 
nun»" was searcply expressed, bofM^ he was 
hurried into M'Cuy's apartment and put t» hed, 
though dressed. Severalsof us waited respect- 
fully at the door, tJirihe offi<-er. of the guard: 
Mnloeked it. Thi; nun entered-^-she seemed* 
from her manners. Vr be gentee] and respectable. 
^e were most sedutuua in our attentions to the 
ladj, and so prevailedi Rs to induee her to come 
into M'Coy'a room. Here lay Gibson, covered 
-to the ehin with tJie bed-eloi hes, nothing expos- 
«d but his l>eauliful bair and red cheeks, the lat- 
ter indicating a bigh fever. It was well the la^- 
was no phjsician. The nun crossing herself* 
»nd whispering a paternoster, poured the con- 
tents of tier liitlc purse into the hand of the pa-- 
^nt, whieh he held gently, without the blanket- 
ing, and left us. 'What sboulrl the donation be*' 
but twenty-foar eoppers, equal at that lime to 
two shillings of our money. The latter eircum. 
fltanoe added much to Uie humor, Hud r^itremd 
merriment of the transaction. This money was 
solely appropriated for powder. Thus, eurelen. 
«f every thing but the means of escaping, we en- 
joyed many merry, and even happy liolirs. As- 
ton, who was provident of timi'. bv the middle of 
Hareb, (1 have no note of the [HTcrse perioA^y 
Iwd all his matters ofarmqgement in good orde^ - 
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; V%e*eoHneil Assigned a dsf-flir ike: imifi-' 
tioit. As we dared not toucti ihe door in the 
eellar, fbooi a fear of dis<;overv by inspection* 
(and it was exaniined almost dailj',) it was de-' 
t^rmined to postpone the unloosing the hinges 
and luvkf which were under our command, un-' 
til the moment of escape. It became a main 
question, how 1o remove the ice at the foot of 
ttie dour. Here la; the great diffieult;, as it was 
utiiTeriaUy agreed that the door must be drag-' 
^d down suddenly) so that we might march 
over it. Remember also, that a sentry was' 
posted not mure than, from fifteen to fweuty 
feet from the oiitwde of the door. Many pro-" 
posiliottfi were made in couneil, how to cflbet 
the reTnoval of the body of Ice without exposure 
to detection. One was lightly to piA it away 
with halehets, a-fcw of which, had been secret- 
ly retained, by the pristmers, and brought itito 
the jiul. To this, there were several instiper-" 
lUlle objections : the softest stroke of the light- 
est lomuhaek, upon the ice, would be heard by 
a sentry so near; or an unlucky siroke might 
tpuch the door, which wouM resound and ine- 
vUably cause a discovery. Others proposed to 
wear away the ice- by baling wat«r; two must 
<d)viou8 i^ections lay here: the »teain would 
search for a vent through the crevices «f Ih© • 
door, and window, and develop our meusures; 
besides the extreme cold would have coogeidcd 
the hot water, the moment it fell, so as to add 
to our diUculties. . Another idea was su^ested, 
tiiut was "with knives to cut the door arrusi 
on the surface of the ite." to this plan there ~ 
was a fatal excepliont 4.he ice had risen on tlio 
lower eross-plece of the doori nearly an inch^ 
•o that we muit cut thlini|[h the eross-^oe 
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le'iigthwisej and tbrodgh the thick plaak onM»< 
wise. Tbsugh thisJa^ur mi^jht have been «e-. 
eoiiiplighed by industry and perHveranee, yet; 
tfie lime it wauld neoesiarily take, wonU causA 
n discoverj by the searchers. Tbe last and oa- 
fy method to avoid diseovei'y, waa aiilopt«tl. This 
Vas to embody sixttieD ar eighl^oD of the uoat 
prudent men* who knew the value or silfinee*. 
Ivho should, twoandtwcb reliereeach other* and 
nith our long knives gently pare away the iee»' 
next the aill of the door, so as to laake a grooTft 
«f four or six inches wide, parallel wltfa» 
and deep as the sill. . The persona were named' 
and appointed to this service. Now tbe oapabi- 
lity of the exeoutton of our \iloi, infused eOmforC 
and Joy into all hearts. It wa| iriteniled imme-. 
dialely after lockiag^up, on the night of the- 
irruption, that those prudent meny should des- 
cend into the. vault by pairs, and by ineeasant. 
labour; have the work finislied by three o'clock- 
in the morijing, when the sally should be made. . 
We had oM'efuUy noticed from tbe walls of the 
jail, and the ridge of the bonset where there is. 
a trap-door, the placing of tbe guards* the num- 
bers and stationing of tbe sentries. We weresaft;, ' 
therefore, in the measures we had Uken,.fov. 
ibe attack of tbe guard uf St. J<An% gate. Our 
own guard was perfeelly aerutiniaed. :The (^-; 
portunitiest were of.tbp most connnedioas kind. 
The guard-hoHse, was directly in oar front,' 
whflre we eenid s«e and be seen. Their wm- ' 
duws had no ^utl^rs.. They had lights all the . 
night' through : we, the better (o ebserve them,' 
kept none. This latter eireutnrtEnee^ en^Ied'- 
tts. distinetiy te s^e, that the arms with &Ked . 
bayonets, were placed to- the rij^t hand oofioec > 
•f tbe room, as we weuld eater from Uie sta^ 

.0 ^ nnou- 



jamtt, %«ce l^ins vaJiecp w )t)>e flow. Tbe wnp 
<i:iBSi 4s,t^; nwK reliev«^ did 4ie lik*. TIm, 

e(l or tjiii;^ gersons.. Boil's P^ft;^ fsviO'A.cer^ 
4tQt kwkwleage, fif Uuiv metbctd oT vpo.l]lflf^tMg^ 
.^ateeiti,e<] it np, g»»t. liM<UaF8a» ta iwd^rtaS* 
tii£.o,TerwJlielDpi«g'.tJh)erak. ^I)M4ue.iitif oh^ iU«r. 
^r tQwrt, 4ev^«ur* 'Fb^< i^di^i w<r« pierelngljF^ 

^tw«' boje?. As t-Uje sallff., tp sucewil.- »»Mat hft ■ 
nVQSt, Bijeqt and quvAn it. was h»ped to qfiiet aU 

qifksi. Bcyd** divi^ic^. (|jf£ fint rat^ o£ wjii»bi, 
veK tp.d«spa,tcli tl)e bo^k^^ sBBli^hgr tbie sBeanJX 
'4tt)iei;B, «C tlw ti{«ceeding; qw^^ ^^W B»Big*wlt 
if) B43aif, the ^est o|; t^e a^tfiea* MamediEMie^ 
.QKQiiitd tlu) priwDK . Thft gfitijae: up ^'''^ »tiMj<a 

fiarm,, was> npt «iij^ (iMtublo* trait ir, my. oh«4> 
(with th« foi^ dithsgated, to, ap,} qJ^ ^solfiba 
'«ei44Mtt7 Qf Wic<)es»> Xbe tifonti dwr wa* air 
•«»l/& op^q !»}( night tHi4 lyr d^,. we^ltflflw t!w 
p^eiiMq mtmbev- of, «tep%. th«< a^ir4'«in(«iBei^ 
jkfi, agil^ ip»n,. mwUe m^qnt ^t ^9«e.8^iidea>. 
A ligtiil'. Wa» oont|iui«Uj) ill the piiM»g«< l^ev^ 
iog thfl coom,, «tHl^ taTQi^ t« the . Kightk. thft 
iffmi, ID thft B^rriei; wwte o^i^ Thft-bayonfttk 
frl)mllW!ce8«ityf,wauHJtH>o(wf^Ul«■l0ofth«gwM«t 
ip this..p^ of the.aatc^He,,pi)iiifafH)d.aiIooe« 
iw», aU, impont^Qt;. th^ uwiioiii was y>.Ttir <w 
IJifi ^as iMid; tofnahiifiki AMihv on iba otbw 
Iwiulv. M'Qff vibtttoiw!! *ti St. Jolia^s.g«io,,ivBft 
wManUf t«,tui^ U|« ««fini^ih u^ftti thu aifiji: hi* 
4ues,, poittflne, &.p. wei<&pi»parCid antlirra^ M 
VbaUtiiteslor: those ^{, the qoMujt,, iftA^if wen 

e*»M«w»hBdt«tr. t«**!^(i»itt,aiftg,«i^, ^^wm 



lmrt« were «tiai^ Ktti pHfeed> atid %os<n oT 
smoiuililhin snS piles «f baUs in th« Vieittity ijf 
fcuch gnh, k was tjahjulated, ttmt the ewfcuiloti 
Will* businees tf wt- sefction, mi^tbe Hfectdd 
la at least fifteen ihfnutet, tiigetiier fvirti the 
BHng «f the hwiise*. Thfeft Wimhig; to BU^rt 
Altte, and ir he M'as VfctierioHB, to tnaintahk 
but jwsttiDD on tkh «idls, ua^r tt 1i«pe of lh» 
bVfiVet ttf tfce American army from withtnrt. 
In Uiftt event, St. Jtthnt grtte^ as « first ttifeai 
*nre, wue to bBOt>enea. But « Aston bhautft 
UtfortoMtetj' l)e beflt^ (M-liietf was jHrtst ifti 
{H^bftblcO «<** We WBte iM fly hi afl diiwiioiis, 
kkA make 'rtie a^vvntototiB ieap. It wa« ^utti- 
)losed that id -the latter t-asK^ the fanrt^ anil 
btibtle created hy io BWMetii UnfAreaeeh fih6 
^T4bg an attaek, wbuM throw tht garrison jnlA 
MDBteraatton and titliori)et% lb Sil gt«il ft de- 
gree, ft* fb Mlmlt th« «n!ii|te af niBn)~, Slug: 
gtitds ifiiglit Kxjicilt to be rtaMaered. 

The paMienlarity «f the Iterigolhg tleiaitSr 
*re purposely matle to IffljlPeSS 8n yofcr Ihibrfs, d 
■Ingle (Pttth ! "Ttrattbe b«Bt Sniagilieti scbenife*. 
« BBd tb«ningbly mgtstca drtigtrt, *hfethcr IH 
*• ihiiUary or ciTtI i!fe, itiay b* d*refi(etl hy ft 
*■ ihsdghdess boyi the InieFifci^etiee 6f hfi idtdl 
. « er a tPeafhet-ohs ktiftTe." Ttto lads fl-ort 
CHtin«olieu1t tr MnsiMle}>tl9clf s> ^hose names srtf 
I»w lost to tny ineihet7> liriswiert with ns, hal 
«h« had nofflaiWer of ootinPtitidnilr-bittsreOaHfli' 
llrHh the «4nefB, goi* kiie* the midute, yt;t i^s- 
MntUI pbrt» «f the ibeasiires of tlitj btiBtldH 
bilt prfllfatfly having «i>erfaefttil a ithispcr of tltii 
time Mid hditttt!*' t>f fht «f mion : Tbi)B« vftuttg 
ttleii ivHhoul e^slritftiim, trtlfioitt ftoinoi^y 
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^ir uiflds,' OB the eve «f ti« sally, dcBeeitded 
into the cellar, and with hatchets, picked at 
the lee at the doOr-fiill. The operation was heatd^ 
The sentry threatened to fire. The guard waiT, 
JDstantly alarmed and itnmediHtely doobled, and' 
atl oar long-laboured sefaernea and well digesteil 
jdans, annihilated in a moment. Yu a can opt 
ftn'oi an adequate idea of the pangs ne endured. 
My heart was nenrly broken by the excesa of 
aXrprize and burning anger, to be thus fatuit- 
ously flepriYed of the g1 aliening hope of r spee- 
dy return to onr friends and country. It hecamfc 
lis, baweter,* to put the best faee upon it. It 
vas soddenly resOlved-I^lbe efaiefs, to kill the 
persan who sb«utd disclose tbe general plot* 
asd to wait upon the officers on the ensuing 
Bmnaing, with our usual attentioDs. Whenmopn- 
ing eame,' it found us afeat. About sunrise, 
the fermidftble inquisition took plaee. Majoc 
Murray, captais Prentis, the officer of thegoardf 
and ft dozen mufiketeera eame,— we aw^ed 
their ^proach undismayed^ They acBosted m 
very coi^ly. The- cellar was Tinted, and tbe 
wprk of those fools was a|^rent.. Be-aseending, 
we, could assure the gentlemeii,' that this effort 
to escapet was withont the knowledge of any of 
ita.. Tliis to besure, waa said is the Jesuitical 
style, hut these who made the ass«>tion, did 
n^. tlten' know either tbe pcT-sms or the aameB 
of tbe silly adventurers. The.offieeraand tbe 
guard were departing, fully persuaded that it 
was no more thui tbeatten^ of one or two 
persons to escape. ' Major Murray was tbe last 
ta recede. An Kaglishman of wbam .we knev, 
not that be was a deserter from onr eaemies at,- 
Bosten, bad posted himself close to the rijfbt 
ja^ib Afi^e door, wbiob was latre than M^f^ 
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1|mied for ibe pauftge «f the ini(}or. lliOH «f 
SI, who were determinded to exeento sar la«l 
night's resolutioD, armed with our 1«^ kuvea, 
bad fitrmed a. bnlf-eireie arouod the door^ with- 
oat obBerving (be intrusion and presence ef the 
deserter. Mi^or Murry waft ttajadiag en 1^ 
threshold, spenking in a kindly nuuiner to us, 
Wli«n the villtan spraog past tlie m^jor, even 
,fo8Uiaff^ Iiiia. The spring he made* was ao sud- 
den and so entird; unsuspeetedt that he screen- 
e«l himself fran eur just Tengeanee. Touebiag 
ni^. Murray's jhtHildcr, <'Sir^** says he <'Ihavo 
MHielliiag t« diaolese." The gaards eBConpaU' 
vd the traitor^ and harried him aw^ to (he 
Ooveroer'fl pidaee. We instaataneously pereeir- 
. ed the extent uid ooaseqaeaees «f tUa diiaater. 
Tlie prisonera immediate^ destroyed sueh eC 
^e Arms, as were too bulky to hide, if deadpiict- 
jble, and secreted (be rest. In an hour or two, 
a file of men with an officer, demanded Boyd, 
CuBWKgham and others, r^wesested by the Tile 
intbraer, as lukewarm in Uie plot.^ They were 
oaeorted to the GoTemor's eonneil. Here tbey . 
found, that the wretch had evideneed all onr 
proeeedioga minutely, nnmitig every one wba> 
w«9 jHwmineBt. Our worthy eompatriots were 
exanrined on oath, andf as men of honor confat 
not conceal the troth. The qoeatiens of tttO' 
■ouneil, (furnished by the inrormer,) did not ad- 
mit of equiToeation or evasion, if the exanuD- 
anta had been so inelined, imd besides M ttv- 
^Torsatiea, when the ontline. whs marked, .was 
migato>y. They boldly admitted and justified 
the attempt. We di4 n«t fare the worse in our 
MoviaioBs ner in the estimation of our enemy' 
Returning to tlie jaD, - my dear Boyd shed the 
tbara ef exertuiBtiag angaish ■ » my bvsou^ de- 



Ij^an^g; Mw advawft fets. W« Iitwt netfc^ to 
(MUsh Qther ht' be free or die* aad to b«i tbua- 
fooUablf teuilk«dt. «iMif»d die maat baM>t req^ 
ing grief. T«mudi ttmO'O'Maek, P..M( we «wa 
sevenl beary> onrt-loiidtf, gafwktiiig oC'laas-BBd 
weiglHy iron*; sneb as bilboes*, fbot-botrfde*, 
BB(l.b»Bd-eufist uriVe. XbeBrhwierg Ivere or-, 
denxl t»: Ibeir noftmst llfr iruitiig b^aO' 
fastow 4ti^i« wifb^ Morgan'! eenpuij. HeN 
the bUboes wsk expended. If net aaueb nie* 
tftken, tea oc t-MMlf^e-jwrsm mere uearedt eiMh 
by a; foettb-- fc bar twelve , feet lon^t >nd tw« 
ia^hes in- diameter. . The bearj^ bolts were es- 
iHumted JB' tlio: story below us.. Wbeti they 
MUnei te our isogs^ofreomei theft turned to tbe 
left) iflstend of: eennng> to tbe ni^t. where wc 
were. By tbe time tbeoffieera caBi»to-its> e«ea 
tbe liftnd-c»Ss were nearly out. £aoh i^ lu wa*, 
obliged te tabo to bis- ^rtfa* wbi^ contained 
fire tneo eadh. Wiwo-tbey bad-sbaekled those 
of tltS: low.ep birtbe, tbey eomraenefid at ene 
tbe. mett divtant ftvm ours. Slipping^ in the. 
i>^ar of niy)Ci>ni|ianions, bent dows.in Bj^reot 
trepidation^ tbe blimk-snith ironed; my mess- 
mtttest and 4bfln called to -me to-deseend awd 
Mi]H»tt to Ms offiee. Coisiflg — *'Ncv9r mhri 
tbatlad,'^ sud nry friend eaptain Prentis. IMiey. 
bad but three or foar pur of hand^euffs leR*. 
wbieb were clapped os tlio elderty and robust. 
BesideB M.<Coy,. onV Baaifaee (be eeeh. Dee- 
tor txibsoDf two others^ and. myself, who were 
ilBhampered, oil, tbe nest- were, in appearaaee^ 
tightly and flrmly. scenred. Tbou^ M*C(^ 
4nd Buuifitee) were ad^a, at issurre«t>«i, yetf 
their serrioes- were of too miieh imp<vtaiMe tk 
Sovernment, to he dispensed with. IkrotfaerBi 
<tftbe.&BfcttenifU.raMiHd w.ftuB IbeeidwMK 
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4bo^ tbettbftcy^efc A new ip««ies of ialeiwftt< 
iag oeeHrr«DC«i» raingleil with rnndh fun and 
spvFtive hamitp now «eeiirFed, wtiMi wiu-ainr-. 
oeeded hy u Bcpiefl «f horrible aogniab. The 
dsMV were teareely eLHed» before we began ta 
•aaay the UBshselEiiit^ Those who had uoall 
haods, hj ^mpresBi^ the palraa, conld easily, 
divest the- irons frost their wimt. Of the^ 
there were aaaj, who became tbe asMstants eC- 
tb^ friends, whose hands were larger. liera^ 
there was a neeessity for ingenuity. KniveS' 
notched as saws, were the pnnripal means; 
The head of the rivets at the end of tbe bmr,- 
was sawed o% it was I^^faened and a serew 
formed upon^it, to eap-whieli, a false bead was' 
made, eilhet ef iron:OF of leadi resembliag as 
laueh as pessiUe tlie true head. Again new 
rivets were formed, frow the iron we had pi»- 
served in onr seenet hoards^ from the vigilance 
of-Uie seareherfl. Tlieie new rivets being mad* 
to bear a- strong likeness to the old, were the» 
eut iato two parts^-one part was driven iate, 
tbe bolt ligtillfT heeame stationary) the other 
part was moveable.' Lt befaeved the weu-er ef 
the namdeto loolc toJt,. th«t he ^d not le«« 
(he loose pari, and when the searchers eato* 
to estamine, timt it should staml firm in tbe of«- 
illee. Some- poor fellows, perhaps fr6ib n defeet 
of ingenuity, tba hardness vi the ironi 6r lb» 
want of the requisite tools, eeaild »ot diseba*^ 
the bilbaes^ 'l%ii was partienhurly the melHi> 
^«ly predieament of diree^i^ Moifpui's men* 
whose heels- were too, hmgtff tdlp throng tbft 
ireni wlu^ ewompcssed- tbe mnaJI of the !(^ 
It was Uvelf' painfull -to s«e- three persoim at- 
ta^ed.te'a-meastr«»8:bnp; tbff weiglit of wiyeH' 
VUri^Tethdr.'stwi^Uk^ft'flan^, it;added(A 
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tkie jMkigBMiejr of A«iF saflbriigs, ia sneh fMgM. 
ireather, that their colleagaes at the bar, hov-' 
i^ aborter heels, could wUbilrow the foot and. 
perambulate the Jaii: where their companions. 
left theioi there they must remain seated oq the . 
fleoTf uide>9 some kind hands assisted them to 
rRDiove. • 

.There was a droll dog from the eastwnrdf who. 
was doubly uafertanate : id tlie Rtta<}k of the . 
vitj, be had received a spent ball io the pit of 
the atomaeht which hail nearl; ended him ; now- 
-it liocame his let to hwe tm immense foot-bolt, 
fhatened to bis leg* withoat a companion to bckf 
him company* ami cheer hie lonely hours. This 
vietim of persecaiiun and sorrow, vould soinc- 
tin«s eorae among us ie tlie y»vH, bearing up 
his bolt, slung by a cord hitched over his sfaoaU 
der. Nothing eould damp bis spii-its. He talk> 
ed, laughed and «ung incessantly. Someothersr' 
besides those, were .sitnilarly situated^ ' Those 
Tho were so luckky as to hav& light baad-cufTs* 
bure them aboat M'ith them. The greatest dan-- 
Mr of diseovery, arose from those who enufal 
free theoiselves from the heavy irons. ' The 
usool Tiritatiuas were increased fram twioe to 
thrice a ia^, in the first and last the smith 
searched the bdts of each person. But there 
vere olfaev intrusions, ioternediately* by offi- 
cers evidently despatched by the suspicions of 
goverameBt* for the purpose of diseavery. To 
eouBteraot these'new meatuies of eantion and 
jealensy, we were well prepu«d. Sentries* on 
our part, were regnlany statiwed at eertaia- 
windows of the jail, to descry the -appraaeh of 
ai^ one in the garb of ua officer. The view from 
these windows, h«s pretty extenswe, down t«e 
•f the fttreoti, partranlariy that leading to JUw 
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psraee'. lftfwithsltiiid!Bg ever; eAnthni to ftT»M ' 
4«teeti(m, yet the clang of the loek vrthe graat 
dour, was upon' some occasions, the only waniKig 
given Hs of the jinpending danger. The aoanp-'^ 
erings at those times were truly divertlag^ and 
Itaving tUwayft csc^aped discovery, gave u»iBaeh 
unHsement. The clanking of the fetters JTol- 
lowed, and was terrible ; sucfa as the hnanna- 
tioa fotms in childhood, of the coDdition of the 
sonlain l^rtarus; even Ibis was aport. Happt-^ 
ly our real situation was never known to any of 
thegevemmentoSctirSf unless. the g#od black-'-^ 
smith, (a ^voFthy Irishnran, of a feeflag faeart,^ 
might be ealled sueb, iHid he wafs silent. 

Towards the middle of April, the aearTy, 
which we had been imbibing ^ring the winter^ 
now made Us- appeafancc in its 'most virnlent 
and deadly forme, preceded and a^companiied hy 
a violeat diarrhoea. Many 4^ these Vbo were ' 
first Affected, were taken ta the hospital. Bot 
the disease soon beeame gcuenJ among us.. "W* 
were attraded several times by doctor Haybin,'- 
the pbysician-gf^iertd, whi^ by his.tetader alteo-' 
tions, and ai^aUe manners, wen -mir aSeetions :'. 
be reooBBmeoded a cleansing of the atomaeh, by 
ipeeacuannah and mild «athurticks, such aBrliu-< 
l»rb, together with- dae o^roise. lliose .wh« 
were young, antive, and sensible of the. doctor?Si 
salutary advice, kept afoot, and practised eve ty 
kind of athletic sport we could devise. . On thei 
eoBtrary, those who were snjunely indolent, 884 
adheired t»thcif Uanketa, beoame objeets of re^' 
oomrBiseratidn—^bttir limbs contra^«d, as oaei 
of laine.k now: Jarge bine and even*. black, 
blotehes.ai^iircd an their bodies and limbs-- 
the gums beoame blaekT-the^nerbid flesh lelL 
away-wlhe- teeih.looseped> mid « sBjrenl inri&n- 



mAH rat; On- mUdi wcta MW i<eallf^ 
prea«ed. Thai kikrjty and faa whhth supfiM'ted 
•or Refits in th» gnatMi nM^taem, gttve *nwf 
to wailingK, gnmmi^ and ^Mdfa, I know, frsM 
4it« cspeneaoeftbatwhea tk«b<i47«iM)r»p«Jn« 
the minil, for the time* is depHved Bf ill tu es^ 
JbiiH-ottatw-^ni «fa»rt> -aJnrast ^ the pswer «r 
UunkiBs. The eUraw jeiats, tfa« hlps^ the klie«ft 
wed Miul«B wers most sevcrrij' ^^ineil. It Wat 
MHu t4tserf«rt( (tkoi>ghike4»Qt»r*t mate Mtesi- 
fed na «lin«H daily, and very «iir«fi^y,) them 
waa ^(ht or m nkigatioa af ear dimues, feseept 
4kM Ae diatrlMM) wIhoIi wm derived from ana* 
tlier cause lAaa dmt i^toli ipiwdiwetf the atfarvj^ 
v»awn«wkat olnted ; and that wai-. remedy lay 
^ewhere in the ihatariR mtdiea, «Uck was be>>' 
youd the graip of the pkyiieiRm. l^e «ttan>btefc 
taunt froHi tbe.Datnte of the water We Hflied^Ujrw. 
la tfae.ntBnth of April) tbe aaowi begin to taelty 
sat by .the h«at ^the tnrit, but most probably by 
^n warmtk of the earth beaeatb the Beom^ 
The KTound^ ntunttcd wkk the mew'Water* oa* 
tumUy iacM&Md the f^ntya-beMl ia tbeMllar. 
ItMerally* we dmak tin melt«d uiew. The- 
BwtFTy Inut aaothor origia, Tke diel— «ftlt p»ky 
tefamOBi bitottit— daia}>, Mtd «lese-««A#n«metitr^ 
ia a narpow spaee* together with the seVtfrUy eC 
Uie elinate* were the true dfttnea «f the MiirVy> 
. Tbeae wat no doubt in any refleetive ai^A 
aautng «a>but that tbellptaeki and bcnefleCBb 
Carietaa, taki^ into view hh peHlous predlea^- 
seat, did «very thtog far us, wMeb aa bmmsl. 
Maa aada faad Cfarbtfatt eaold. 

AB' obHrvatiaa Maybe tnitd* In tbi* '{ilaoa' 
wUh pr6|*ietys thatiit, that 111 tbe«llHMiteB«f al» 
lliglt «oBtheni vr northern rcgiaast (he soil fe 
v««7 >i«lk«|id ftame. ■ 'm^ bMrfeM opMii- 
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<itw^ mttmt. iB» i»»ttIih«M hflwd «l ^'» M iu M <j *> 
Ike ni(r<tti» qual-kiea wUsh ttm Ba«w i|»|Msitei. 
(tt' Uwbef. (faat ajytce ii.tht pnw^at ingMdi* 
Wt wAJMi ewtfwi &rti)u^ in tfaa> oartby na noM 
^EtrfMewatwMfi^asU thuds;, resratMliiy'dsHbC 
Tl>e «aMb':H raptotn of H.. Wkorever eMtk ami 
«ba4e nBttoa ii hi'ftagandBred uk! hecamtw «)t\>tt* 
iunt Thift'ilka^tt graved. k; tketmamstnafcei' 
thM uk^Miiy.hee«0Mindfr8nkmfc*es-thwMtrA 
«f voUBHf «Ma fcwi « e «, aatl eimn fcoM c«Mnn«Hr 
CHWtiit if lC£pi iwder mveii . Biuvln^ the- lUte r«- 
WthMtM* wJbfiH pmtler wu so mWamey:, w4 
eye»y whane ejqMvieaeed Om gofld eR^wts of ttnii 
wa^Mb^Hat dMCMteD; ; it gives. Me pirawire to 
WQb ibak it in mtat. lurly aflDpikuM* ta ««• Gflr< 
swH anKat«mk. Tb» tnows' whfeh '■malt; fkB 
in GiMiaAk aboat tbo ratdiHe of Ntfven^ri and 
Mn«ii«Hjf (mm* Uw^ g*«iuM) untit the «D4f «f 

gstatiiro- m^tSf mhith. farward tbe- grM)4b sf 
)4afito< TIhs idca< waa a«in»ed.W me, 1^ my 
va^e atid ineansidamfee iMn4f fnOm ebsevvatiana 
t)H:w.iliaiilet,aiuIiwbuthwne4iiflpeflBml3testaUfoh.« 
«d by aasNTWKeH from eBptam n«iiti»,lhat miKll 
<ii' n HMi M e^<Khieh.we'ain|dpy ia. taut bara elimttteB; 
1ft IftarV' aawF wedt. In tbat aounti^v tbe aio^ 
awnt Afl gffeBnil fai Amed fiNiia snow* tb« gtiJiM 
•nd every speeiaB aC plant, ' ^ing fl»w»d bi 
tin maet loxsriast mameE. Captain Ppmi^i^ 
Vtaittea tfae-eoniiaaatiiiB of bk eure awk friends 
^ip- ta GMtaon and' m^adft iKdi ai^ pfiHtvnin hii' 
penevwilg' to indivMifalBt. babprnKiaretOForus fl- 
iKPiniflaioa lirmB f^anramie*t. Id send: out ati ol^ 
XriabwaiBt. ofilhe Nvw^Vwii line, an exeelteot «»• 
Muitlot ttt aoUaet fan ua vegeUUa 1b«d:~ 'Eb* 
Srst B|iPGimea ef this good old aiao's attcnIioD' 
and iodustry^ «a» tbe jirodueUo»-«f aiiMrge-baa- 



Jtei'fM. of th9' oriisary blae-gnus vf am -eaOli' 
tr^ ; this grass, bj*- those who got' at it) was dC' 
voured ravcnouBly at tha bsritetj it 'SO hap^ M 
to be able to come near k. . Seurry grass* in 
iDHii; vftrietioa, egehalots, small onioiis, <>Bion;. 
tops and garliu, lucceededi aad were' welcomed 
by all of us for several meatbs afterwards. TbU 
YOlbeiuus; i^tpelUe, for t^getables, seeins t« be 
«i iueident alwayS' coBournag In that tefrible 
4>iBeaBe, the sourvy : nature . seems to instil laiA 
tbe patient, a desire of soch food, and of aeidsr 
wJiieh ore tbe only specific, with a due atteotioiBi 
to cleaniiiiees, liillierto diseowreit, tliatdo eraili-^ 
eate tbe slaBHoa of Uie disease. From my eon-' 
traeted kaowledge, it is impereeptible that then. 
ia any materiBl diserepaBoy, between- the sear 
SBttrvy and tbe.land^scurvyof bigh southern and 
n or thera latitudes. The deseripttens given by 
Rubins, (or if ^ou please* the Ber. Mr. >f idtrr,) 
aqd. other voyagers, uf.tlie causes, tbe. syni]^ 
tomsand tbe effeets of that disorder, seem to eon^ 
«uria.. every parlieular .with our. various expf-; 
rienee at Quchef. BeeoUeet it is not a pbysi.- 
eian wbo spealu.^ _■ i 

- About tbe time, above spoken ofr ge.sarnoif 
CarletoB directed that twe should' be 'supplied 
with fresh beeL : This .was ao other than -tb«l> 
which bad. been brou^t into the vit^ when wm 
lay at Aax-'l'renble, in the foregoing autumn^ 
8&d in. aid of the..8tureB ef tbe garrisun. It had 
lain iu a frazen state during tbe winter, without 
saitingi but now as warm weather was ajqvoaeh-j 
iiiR, it began to thaw and was liberally di^'osed 
ofto tbe ^rriBon-aiid prisoners. The beef va* 
sweet, theu{^ here andtberoaiiulo UueishiUbD' 
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Afl moKM of ftde bniR^, very tender, bai sooi'e^ 
«h|it mawkish. It was palatable Ritd notritiTe 
to men afflicted ai we wen, Tbii bee^ ean- 
liect«d wHIi vegetables, Hon aaimeted as with 
lUi idea of retorning heoltli and vigor : yet* 
though it mitigated the paiaB we endured, ic ditf 
not totally expel the aourvy. 

The seventh of May arrived. Two ships eaaio 
to the aid of the garrisob, beating tbraugh fe 
body of ice, wbieh perhaps was impervious to 
any other than the intrepid senior. This relief 
*f men and stores, ereated great joy in the town; 
Our army began tholr ditorderly retreat. Mf 
friend Simpson, with his party, were much mis^ 
|i«ed, IVom a neglect of giving him iaformatioa 
of the intended flight of our army. Some ^w 
«f the men under his authority, straggled nod 
Were taken in the retreat. They came to inha- 
bit our house. Now, for the first time, we bear^ 
an aeeoDQt of the ooonrrenees during the win- 
ter's Uookade* whleh ta as, thot^ of trivial 
import, were immensely inlrresting. The sall^ 
of this day, produced to the prisonws additional 
eomfort. Though the troops took a severe re- 
venge upon our friends withoat, by burning ai^ 
destroying their properties. The n«xt day, 
more shi^ aad troops ' arrived : a pursuit MOk 
place, the efft^t of which was of no consequence, 
except so far as it tended to expel the colonial 
troops from Canada. To the prisoners, this re- 
tmat had pleasing eonsequenoes; fresh breads 
beef newly elaughicml, and a superabundance 
•f vegetables, was a sahitnry dirt to our reduced 
and seorbutic bodies, dtill freedom, that great* 
est of btessing*, and exercise were required to 
bring back to us genuine beallh. About this 
time Ml indent oeeurred, wbicfa threw os into 
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estaoj) Its it rdieved ma niinds,ftnd focotUpi 

f KODi a mast torturing piece ol' iirespn-vative duty : 
thk waH hd- ofher tlian an autboritittive divi-ftt- 
-BHUit of the iruaa. One da^, peihaps the fif- 
tMiith or eighteeoth of May, colonel Maclean, 
attended by major Carletun, a youager brutl^eF 
eftlie genifrul'B, major MaibuuiB»* atxerman 
' «ffiGer» troth orwhom had Just arrived from Eu- 

' rope, t^etber witli:G^tain Pi-entis, and other 
officers) entered the Jail about inid-daj'. The 
prisoners paraded in the jail-yard eompletel; 
ironed. Captain Prentis, by the direction of co- 
' I^nei Maelean. pointed out to tfae other ofiioers : 
** This is general Hueh-a-oii<. — ^tbat ia eoluael 
^ueh-a-onei" aod in this manner ^iroceeded to 
same all the leading cbaraetera. Ua^tenin^ te 
be very near the amiable, it might bc-said, ad- 
mirable major Carlelon, he was uvei-heard to 
Shy, " colonel, ambition is laudable ; cannot the 
irons of these men be struL-k off?" This the co- 
lonel ordered to be done immediately. Oqr 
kind-hearted hlael;amith was not distant : he 
came, and (he. officers rcmiuned to see some of 
the largest bolts divested, and then left us. 
*^Come, come, gentlemen," said the blai-ksntith, 
f you can put off your irons." In a minute, the 
vast pile lay befwe him^ Being aow at full bo- 

: dily liberty, we completed a l>ull court, whteli . 
baii been originally rei-miMl, as it wt're^ bj 
steallb' Here a singular phenomesun ntiiefa 
attends the scurvy, disooverod itself. The vene- 
rable and respi'clahle ]VIa,>hin. had recommcmled 
to us exeroisc, not only as a mean of cure, but 
as a preveMive of tbe scorbutic huniaurs opoi^ 
.rating. Four of the most aftiv*. tvould engsgt 
At a game of " fives.'^ Having played soain 

• Sec Note XUI. 
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games ih oonttnuntion, if a jMrty inrantioasly 
Bat iluwiir lie. was seizetl hy ilif iiioBt violent 
paitiH in ihe liipsHRtl knt^cs, whic<ii inpapacitattfd 
bim From plity fur mnny huurs, ud(I fruin rhing- 
fi-oni Ihe enrlh, wheFe. the putient liad ssuted- 
hiinself. Tltrse pains tau^lit ub to ket^p afoot- 
all liny, and evt'n to t^itt our food in an erect pos- 
ture, (loing to bed in the evening, nftei- a hurd 
daj's plaj, those senstitions of pain uiH>n lajing" 
down, immtidiatRl} altnt^ked us. 'I'lie iiain would 
eoiitinue Imlf an hour, apd ofltn lunger. My 
•wn- experience wilt autlioriM) me lo siiy two - 
boiirs. In tile moi-ningf wc rose free from pain* 
and Ihe routine of play and fatigue enHued, but 
alwuys attended liy the saiiie eRucta. partiuularl^ 
to the stubborn and incaultone, who would not 
adhere to the wjiolegome advice of doctor May- 
bin. Those who were inaetive, iTtaiiied those cx- 
crui^ating pains to Ihe last, together with their 
distoi-ted, bloated, and blackened limbs. Upon 
our return from Canada, in the autumn of 177fi» 
I saw five OP six of my crippled compatri<rtfl, 
hobbling through the streets of Lancaster on 
their wnybotnc. It cost a tear — all that could 
be given. By fhe month of August, llie active 
were relieved from Ihosw pains. 

Towards the end of May, governor Carleton 
ordered each of the prisoners a Itnnen shirt. - 
This gift, lo me, was most agreeable, as linnen 
next the skin, for some niuntiia pest, was nnfelt, . 
and few persons who have not fcit the extremity . 
of such endurances as ours, can form a full con- 
eeplion of the gratification we enjoyed. Having- 
bad but one shirt on at the time of our capture^ 
it was soon destroyed by the wearing, and the . 
repeated waBhings it required. Delicacy for- 
bids a dilation upon the cause and effcets. You 
would laugh at the description of one of our 



vAshi^ parties. Rising eari;, tlie prime «%tjeel 

was to make u strong ley of wood<ashes, urwliicb. 
we bad itleul^i into whieh the liniica was pluag- 
edt and concocted Tor an hour or more, uudcr a 
Iiope ufpntling nn end to ttcrtaiii vagranta, nf a 
genera with uhich most of us are acquitiiilcd. 
Baring (he boiliug, the vofuries of cleanlinesSf 
cloaked in a blanket, or blanket-coat, walvhc<l 
Ihe ebullitions of the kettle. The boiling dooe, 
the liiinen was borne to the yard, wbci'e each 
one wasbed his own, and watched it during the 
drying, aIniOBt in a s'tate of nature, Cuplain 
Frcutis, pitying my stid condition, pressed upon 
ue often to aucept ftom Lim, money f o purchase 
a suit of ololhes, and Ite would ti-ust to the lion- 
er and integrity of my fattier for payment, 
whose character he knew. Adbenng to my first 
determination, this polite and generous proposal 
of my amiable and deserving friend, was ar 
often, yet must thankfully deelinecl, maugre llie 
advice of my bosoni friends Boyd und Cuuning- 
ham to tha contrary. He however forced upon 
me a half Johannes. This smnll sum was appli- 
vi to the solace of my buart. In Uie GrsI place, 
to an article still more necessary Ihitn a shirt. 
The rcxidue was expended upon iiinttcrs uliic^ 
ohccred tlic liearts of my luessmates, whom I 
dearly loved ; cheese, sugar, tee, coffee, Ke. 
apirifa was detested, as we knew it to be a jioi- 
son lo scorbutic persons. ^Vbat pleased me 
much mure,, and gave aie pure delight, was the 
following oocurrenee : Of my own accord, no 
one knowing of the intention, the good old Irish- 
man was delegated to purchase three or four 
pounds of tobHoco. It was secretly brought 
and as secretly borne to our room. A pouad 
was produced and fairly i»rted anoof our lo- 
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Ibacco-cheirers. You cannot conceive tbcir j«y.. 
When (he first paroxism was over,' the remain- 
•ler was disposed of in the same way. The thank- 
fulness of those brave, but destitute men, arose 
towiirds me, nt^arlj' to adoration. Tou will aisk 
why? Hear the reason: From your small 
knowtege of mankind, you can haVe little con- 
ception of the furce habit has on the huiuani- 
Pace. One who chews, smokes or snufiH to- 
bacco, is ns little able to abstain from that eii- 
.toymenf, as you would be, if eompelled, to re- 
JVain from vour usuaJ mcah. This particular 
is spoken o^, to persuade you by no mean to use 
tobacco in any shape. It is a poison, of (he most' 
inveterate kind, which like opium, arsenic,, tuid 
several other medicaments, may be applied to- 
liealthful purposes, yet, if employed in an ex- 
treme degree, produces instantaneous death.. 
These ideas are notvisionary, hut are suj^rta- 
ble by the authority of some of the best physici- 
ans. You are at full liberty to put'your ownk 
constructions upon tliese observations. But to 
return to my fellow-prisoners- 

In the wilderness, where the army soon run- 
out the article of tohacco> the men had many 
valuable succedaueums. The barks of the dif- 
ferent kinds of iirs, the cedar* the red willow, * 
and, the leaves of many astringent or hitter plants 
supplied the place ; hut within the bare walls of 
our jail, there was Do substitute iur this deaf 
and inebriating vegetable.. Thus was all my 
money expended, and much to my satisfaction,', 
and to the heart-felt pleasure of my brave and' 
worthy companions, whose sufierings, in certain> 
points, were greater titan my own. The table- 

■* See Note XIV; 



'<tf llie virtuouH and generous Prenlis, had' Aflea' 
furniAeil ixe libenuly with wholesaine viAnds. 
'With conTaleiicencj thftugh punnyleaH, weagaiH 
beeaniQ merry and lightbeapteil. 

Ib the begtniung of August, we were told by 
tiaptain Ppeotn* that the GoTerooF had eonelod- 
cd, to seud us hy sea to fi^ew^York upon parole, 
Jbr the purpose of being exchanged ; that the 
tt^nsLioptB, which bad hroaght the late' lein- 
forceinentB fi-otn Europe, were cleansing and 
preparing fuF the voyage. Vow th^re was e^- 
ohntioD. Oo the seventh of August, w« sub- 
scribed oiir written perolfls.* Captain Ppentis 
ppooured me permission ^om government, witik 
a few friends, to travepse the city. An officer 
of lliB garrison attended us. Our first desire , 
was, to see the grave of our General, and thosn 
of hi» aides ; as well as tho^ of the heloveil 
HendHeks and Huinphreys. The graves werC 
wilhip a small place of interment, neatly walled 
withston?. The coffins of Montgomery, Cheese- 
wan and Mtl^ei'Son, were well arranged, side 
by side. Those of Hendricks, HumphreyB, Coop-. 
er, he. we're iirranged on the south side of the 
iopIoBure, but as the burials of these bcpoea, 
took place in a dreary winter, and the earth 
fmpenetiiible, fhei'e was but little soil on the 
coffins, the snow and iee, which bad he«D the 
principal covering, being now dissolved, Ibefhot 
of the General'^B oofltn, was exposed- to the air 
and view. Tfac coflln Wa* well formed of fir- 
ptadk. Captain Prentis assured me, that the 
graves should be deepened, and the bodies duly 
tiepnsiled; fbp ho also knew Mentgomery as a 
ffllow-soldicr, and lauentci] bis yntimely &(e^ 

■ *!SeeNoteXV, 
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Tbence v« proeeeded past the eit«d«lt alflOp 
the ramparti tg Cupe SiaDionil, de»teatled tbe 
deelivjty slantingly, and examined tbe stockades 
HEui lilock-bouHB. It is this little (our, wliich 
onaUed ine to describe to you, tbe site and 
defeaoei of that formidable p*a». Proceeding 
tJienee through a part uf Ibe [^wer-town, we 
Qftiue to a narrow street, wLinb led us to aa 
immenae stair-way, one of tlie ascentii int« the 
Uppei:-town. Ascending here, we came to the 
niaiQ passage, whieh ourvatured down the hill 
into the Lower-town, and wliieh was to lead ua 
in our supposed attack upon the Upper-town ; 
this we pursued, and eame to the place of tho. 
seennd harrier, whleh bad Ueen lately deoiQ- 
lished. The houses on both sides of ibe ftreet, 
in whioh we had taken our stand, were now in 
Fuius, having beee burnt by the gaiTisen, as 
were the suburbs of St. Koque and S(. John's. 
This was done to render Ibem unlit for the sbeU 
ter of future assailants. Thus ii is, that war 
destroys the wealth, and robs the individual of 
happiness. Wo had no time to ntftke obsei'vit^ 
tions, but such as eould he done in passing has- 
tily. Iteturnlng to the Upper-town, bytbeprin^ 
eipal and winuiiig rond, we were strongly im< 
pressed with the opipioni that if our whole 
fbree, as was intended, bail fhrmed ajunetioQ 
in the Lower-town, that it was utterly iinpraon 
tieable, either from nur auRiberfi of our )uoans> 
ta inouBt by a read such as [his was, SupiHtV) 
It not to have been h^n'Scsded ^nd eHf]la<led ly; 
eannoD, it must be assaited by the l^yonet, of 
wbleh weapon, we had very few, ^nd the enenij 
was fully supplied. But when we reflect, (hat 
' 9CF0SB the road, at the centre of the arc of eacb 
«urve, tlwre «s> a barraadc* awl etujow v^n^ 
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16 rake the intervals between tlie different 
barricades, tlic tliOieullies of the ascend-' which 
is rery steep, vri>a\i be increased even to insur- 
muuRlahilit/. The road is very narrow arid 
]incd> next the hilt, by a stupendous itrccipice : 
on the other hand', . there wei-e some houses ro< 
mantically perched on the side of the declivity, 
and some rocks. Tlio declivity of itself was an 
excellent dufencet if the besieged could main- 
taiD the position in front, for in a short.timc, 
in so coniiDed a space, the assailants must either 
die, rud-eaf. or be thrown down the bill from 
the road. Jtut sujipose all these defences over- 
CODic, and we had arrived at the brow of the hill 
at the entrance of the Upper-town, here a still 
more formidable obstacle presented itself, tlian 
tJiose which could be formed by art in tlie lower 
parts of the road. At this plaee there is a hol- 
low-way, which in the liurry we were in, and 
the slight view we dared take, appeared as if 
eut out of the solid rock, of a depth of thirty 
or forty feet. Athwart this way, there was a 
strong stockade of a height nearly equal with 
the perpendicular sides of the way or gulley. 
From tlie surface above,- nc might have been 
stontfd to death, by tlie defenders of the fortress, 
without a prohabtlity of their reeeiving harm 
from us below, Ifaougli ever so welt armed. But 
the stockade itself, from its structure and abun- 
dant strength, would have resisted a force mani- 
fold our numbers, and iquch better supplied 
and accoutred. From these observations, (tboso 
of au unihstructed youth to be sure,) there was 
no hcsiUliun in telling my intimate friends, then 
and since, that the scheme of the conquest o£ 
the Upper-iowH, was visionary and groundless; 
HOt the result of our dear general's pefiections^ 



but forced ufioit him bj tbc naturfe ft>d acdeui- 
ties uf the limes, and hia disngre4-,DbIe predica- 
ment. If a coalilioti of oui- furees in the Lower* 
town Iiud taken efiecf, the genei-sl would then, 
Dioat pruhablfr have developed his latfat and 
real plaii§. The roasons given in council, ma; 
liave been promulgated, merelj^ to Induco a mere 
spirited extirtion upon the part of tlie offlcers 
and soldieiy, who were not in tLe secret, to 
ext-ite a factitioua valor. Gettiog into serious 
action, and warmed bv the oppuaition of lliA 
enem^, the troops might have been induced 
to iiersevere, in an,v apparently sudden design 
of the general. The eupiditj of the soldien 
bad been played upon. Tiiislatterfact, is knowD 
to me of my ttwn particular knowlt-dge. Some 
weeks before the allack, the soldiers in ibei^ 
common conversations, spoke of tfae conquest 
of the city, as a certainty ; and exultingly of 
the plunder, they sboiild win by their bravery. 
It was not my business to contradict : but to 
urge them on. Pei'liaps the setting fire to the 
Lower-lown, on the side of Cape Diamonil; 
considering the prevailing wind, which was at 
smilb-east, but afterwards chnnged to north 
and north-west; such- a design might have keen 
efi*ecled. The eliipping also icv-bonnd, numer- 
ous and valusiMe, moored around the poin^ 
would have been conHumable: All this destruc- 
tion would Lave been a victory of no mean kind ; 
but adding eelat to the known gallantry ana 
prowess of the general. The Almighty willed* 
tliat we should never know the pith or marrow 
of his projects; whatever they were, my mind 
is assured that they were eonsiderately and well 
designed. lie was not a man to act incautious' 
ly and wilhout motive^ aiiit too honeitt and brav« 



it adept a sibl^er part. No ^ubt we cdntd 

have e!>i^:i|H'(l lt_v iLc «uy of Si. Ru(|h«, [irotcil- 
ed Itj' the itrauke of ilie voiiilugrulion. and tyie 
teiT*'!' Kad bii^litt. wLieli woiitil conse<iuciirl,v btt 
crcuted in tlie town. Tliou^h tUh paas is too 
nan-uw fur llie «)i«ralii>n of u large body of 
men, in an extended. froul, still we. sbould liuve 
been too numerous, (under (lie cireumstftMees 
Ittftposcd,) for tite envm; to aStird, a fufve issu- 
ing from Pulace-gute, . adequate to o|^nse tifl.r 
In the next instanvM, if We bhouid liai>|>en to be 
BO very: fiit-tunate, in sueh a retreat, as to bat' 
the foes, ibej must retreat into *Ue ei(T, by- 
tbe waj of .PHtttee-gutei and we sliuulfi haT& . 
entered [leil-m^ll, and should thus have aehJev- 
ed the possession of- that important plaee^ tlie 
Upper-town, whicJi was the primary view, and 
last hope of the general and the <>rniy. 'i'liese- 
were the crude uutious of a youth, fanned npoa- 
the s|iot, btit in a maturation of thirly years/. 
are still retained. 

Tlie general did not want for information, - 
Many pci'sons, male and female, (unnecessary . 
mouths,) .were exiK-lled tlie city, to wander for- 
subststeDve among tbeir friends in the country. : 
His own knowledge of (juolwc, where he had 
served, would enable him by interrogation, t»- 
cxtorl from those emigfantsafttU stuek of infor-^- 
maliou of all the new defences erected by Go- 
vernor Carlcton since. Consequently, knowing 
tlie practicability of Cape Diamond, (Jinnee de- 
mere, which must be provincial, and 1 do not' 
understand,) as an entrance to the Lower-town, 
(but a most dangciuus one,) and that of St.- 
Hoque, with which and its barriers, he was 
particulHPly acquainted, from his own, and tk(> 
observations of others: if so, be would uiMt 
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-ansredly-.^ inropoied of th*; def^Qsive olntrae* 

titiiia oa. (lie ah'itK of (he hill, mid lh« erioiuy- 
luent oftlie ti*(tu|)Si wliich wduld iHcoRsoqiifnite ' 
ati^rul: tmd.hu would ulso knuw thut thisplaee, 
to llie garrmon, would be a perfeiit Tliermop^lte, 
impiMsublfl by ten times our numlHirs. if we Imd 
been vetrraoa aad were betler furnished. From 
these reasons, there was an indueement foi* my 
mind, at all times, si nee the attack, toeonoludef 
that it was never general Montgumery's real 
dcaign, tfl conijuerthe Uppfier^lown, bv an ia- 
VHMun fruni the Lower-tuwn, but his hidden 
and true plan was, hy a consolidation of our 
wiiide Ibreet to burn the Lowor-tuwn, and the 
slii)i|iiH);, aad to reirtttt bj Uie way of Palare- 
gato and St. R(ii]ue It a Ball,y was made at 
Valace-gatit, the event, as was observed before. 
Blight be filial ts the eneinv. The eom|)reheii- 
fiive mind of Monigmner^, would not onJ,^ ap* 
preiiiate to the full ejUenr« the peculiar advan- 
tSLj^ee of the enetnj, hut eotiuiate to i(s true 

. value the nueans he possexsed, and the merits 
el' his own ai'in}!.' Protuniing the'oolonists lo 
be suceessfui in the Lewer-lown, where (li- *© 
was much wealtiii and tfae avaricious among uh l>e 

' in some degree gnuifled) it would bare creai>'d 
a spirit of hope and enterprise in the men, lend- 
ing, to induee them to ren!|-.ti(i with us. After- 
wards, eembiaing our whole force, with the (%- 
inlorceinents we had a prospeet of receiving, 
an attack upon the Upper-town mjght have sue- 
oeedcd. In a word the destruction of the Lower- 
town, in my apprehension, should he eonsidere^ 
meri'ly, as pre||>iratorj )o a general aasaitnient 
of the Upper-town, notwithsianding all that has 
been mid in tlie memoirs «,1-'1|i(ir*' days. A eon- 
trarj opioion veot abroad " that the jgeneral, 
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if be had tireil, by tbia issaalt vouM have. ««o- 
qiieivd <tuebec*." No ideaceQldbe Bioi>efAla- 
Biaua. It WHS politicttll; right, te keep up tli^t 
<^irioii, amoos the people in those trying tiines> 
h«t its aceom^Uhinent with our Bceompaniint'iit 
of men aiid defeetire araiB, was ideal. Our 
milk fram the great gate aodpaJiaade, wascen- 
dderable, ere we reaehed our delestahlo dwell- 
iag: At we had eBJoyed a few hours of fleeting 
liberty, the *• loelung-19," became the more 
horrible to onr feelings. The next day, how- 
ever, we h^d the inemible pleasure, of march' 
ing in a body to the Water side, and embarked 
•n board Ave transports. On the following day^ 
a new joy was in store for me. General WiU 
Bam Thompson, (of whom it night well be said^ 
*' this is a ntani'*) who had commanded our ra- 
gimentt at Ppo8|>eet-hilI, as its oolonel: he had 
been taken prisoner at the Tbree-riv^, with 
several other effieera* in -the preeeding manth 
«f June. He was now aboard of onr litOe fleet, 
destioed to New- York. Thompson oame to our 
ship, to visit the miserable remnant of a part 
of bis gKllant eorps. The general bad a special 
Biessage te me, from "my fatheiv with whom he 
was intimate. Coming through Laneaster in 
his way, to his eommand in Canada, he was 
authorized by my father, if' he saw me in that 
«9untry, to furoish me with money. The good 
man proffered me fhnr half-jobannes', one only 
was aoeepted. What was neaAir and dearer t* 
my heart, was the informatiofii that my purents, 
relatives and friends were well. That money 
was aj^lied to the use of my ncssmates, in the 
vay of sea-stores. Permlssieo being obtHinn^ 
Boyd nnd myself, went ashore: onr pnrehasei 
«wislttwl of a very hu^^ ChesMre eheese, f^sMbei 
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IM )airtt''sti{;M^ togetlns- vi&i -'s "feitge rol) 
oif- tabaee* for 4h« men.' A^itr-pranyleBSi jolli, 
tgrandiiiitiFtA di(lnot4btsak« as. • - - ' 
'-'We »sikd'o&<(,he tenth of-Afl^nt^-ceBviiyed by 
ibe- Pearl frigaite^ earptain ll&Kt«zi«. Pkssing 
tiw'doUglitfDl island' (^"Orieansv mueh in Bfaarc, 
Wc* observed-' tke l^rmerer-Feaplng ifaeirwheftt* 
irtiiefa, as ■ w© Hwti nloagt we eoold obserre the 
haimr.'iH man; instdncea, was gPeen towards the 
foot of die 9tci}k. TrMh this tircofintstiice, iC 
tMK' eoii^d«dy that ri-equeotl;, partieularhf in 
eold«rmetseiwofls, the graiirnivst be kihi-drfed« 
as i9.doii& iii'die nortlr of Knglaod, and in' Scot- 
land, befeftt it' is -biiiised nnd' thi-vshedv Th* 
wheat) tIiwR|;h eofm between-the fifteenth an^ 
tweatJelk- ef Maf , and probably sometimes ear- 
Kcr or later, is weighty, and prmlucca a Very 
fine- white floar. The vc^age dtntn (he river, 
except- a few ibflisterous ikcya, was pleasatit. W« 
hud some' BoUe views; intei-spersed here aiid 
;^re with sainethiag lik« villages, chapels and 
farm-lioasee. 'Afterwftrdsi we had in prospect 
ft -bleak' aaik dreupf "coast -and country, whoso 
Ct<af(gcdiiM» inf^ired tKsagreeable^ fWn^ations; 
/|%«. greatest eurioHties nere the seals, whose 
Itistery and manners were then known to me, bnt 
whose living form -excited attention, as the^ 
were Creeping up or basking on the rocks. The 
^rpoises pcrifcclJy whiti',in vait droves, plaj-ed 
^efore and arMifitl us^ and drew my attention and 
■furprisc, as'sofie but Iheblaok soutliern porpoiso 
^ad bHbre eomc under my view. To become a 
iHtturaUiitt it 19- necessary A man sliould' travel; 
it -wafl mB»y^yearB.bcf«r« Imo&s eonld persuade 
jtitn 6f'tte.«slst«nco-«Fa'greeD-}iaircd monkey; 
but •tbete' were dki^iitiTe objects indeed in na- 
ture^ »i^iaf ««mpaFft(ive'.iii|agci:y>' wbea-o«»- 
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tSKsted with tlte imineiise rivAr-esdar^qiiBrin' 
OS it is DOW called St. Lawrence,' second to do- 
■ river in the world) unless it be the Xa Plata, ot' 
SoBth America. Making this observation, you 
must understaod me to include within it, the 
]ake Superior, and the waters which feed.that 
lake. Off Gaspy Point, where we Boon arrivedi 
in a due north linct across the island of Anti^ 
oesta, the river is about ninety miles wide. 
Steering with favorable weather, the island of 
St. Johns came in view ; passing it, and lire Girt 
of Canceaus, esperieocing some stmrmj weather 
«man the ocean, and a few (Ufficulties, we hap- 
pily arrived at New- York on the eleventh of 
September, 1776, and anchored three miles south 
«r Governor's Islapd. Now it was, for the first 
time, that we heard of the diiemniain which '«u.v 
-country stood. 

^'hc biUtle of Long Island, on the twenty se^ 
Tenth of August, had been unsuccessfully fought 
by our troops, many of whom were prisoners. 
In such hurrying times, intercourses between- 
hostile armies, in the way of negotiatins upon 
any point, are cSected with diffieulty. We hwl 
waited patiently severnl weeks, to be disembark- 
cd on our own friendly shore; yet tantalized 
every day with reports, that to-mori^w we" 
should be put on sliorei sente, and in a little 
while all, began to feqr it was the intention of 
General Uow^ to detain us as prisoners in oppo- 
sition to the good will of^sir GuyCarieton. This 
Motion bad so strongly impressed the minds of 
my friend doctor 'i'homait Gibson, and a young 
man called John Blair, of Keniirti.'kfi, that th^ 
<Icterniined to escape from ih:- si ip. ThPy Were* 
both or (hem, alliletie isrd abk fjt,((ied men, and 
most adroit. Gibson^ pianned the ntoBneir «f-«i-' 
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eape jtts is^fliousneBS, hazard, boldness of txi- 
cutioD sod eventual success, Feeeired tbe ap- 
plause of all, but was diaupproved, upon ta« 
pribeiple tbat It trenched upon their honor, and 
would impede our release. The story ia this: 
Gibson and Biair, in ' the evening, dressed in 
shirts and trowsera, were upon the main deck 
witli their oiistofoary flapped bats, on their 
heads. Gibson gave me a sfiuceze of the hand 
in token of fnrewelt ;-he waa greeted kindly, for 
lie was the brother of my soul. He and his 
companion went to the forecastle, where there 
w^re two large New-Foundland dogs, caeb of 
vhich had his party, or rather hia partisans 
iimeng tbo crew. The Sc, the adventurers hiss- 
ed at each other. The doga hcin^ engaged 
With their usual fury, attracted the attention of 
the Bailor^ and many of the prisoners: (hey took 
this opportunity of stripping and letting them' 
selves down at the bow into (he water. Lean- 
ing over the aides of tiie sbiii, in coihpaiiy of 
some friends, in the secret, and unregan11\il of 
the dogs, we awaited the management of the 
flight. The last lighted cloud np|>eared low jd 
the west. Something extraordinary passed along 
<ho side, a foolish iellow asked, •* what is that ?* 
*'a wave, you fi>al — a mere dcceplion of sight,'*' 
was answered. It was the head of Gibson, cov. 
ered by his lai^ black hat. Within a few y»rds 
«f Gibson eame Blair, but with a smaller bnt, 
be was obvious; his white skin discovered him, 
but luckily tlie attention of the "ignoramus'' 
Was engaged another way. Tbcsc during meti 
«wani to the barge at the stern, entered it, an4 
slippeil the rope. They bad rowed a thousand 
yards before the boat - was missed. The other 
boats of onr ship, and of those near us, wefa des-' 
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Batched arter the ranawajs^ it ^as loo ItAv, tlie 
.Aigitiycs bad too much of a start tsbe easily 
oTtfrtaiien. Thc^ luided, (having rowed abott 
five niilesi) oakcd, in our own eouatrj', some- 
where in the vicinity of Bergen- neek, and bap- 
lercd the boat for^oine ordiaary dotbiog' Tbey 
.Raited on general W^hiogton, wlis iliaapprof «d 
of their demeanor. 

A short time after the foregoing occurrence* 
a most- Iwautifni And luininoua, but baleful ii^t 
■Acenrred to ms» that is, thecity of N«'v-yorli.oii 
fire. One night, (Sept. 32,)-the watoh on deeji. 
!g;avca loud notice. of . this disaater. ftunning np- 
-on d«cfer we eoiulil ^roeira a light, wbieh attUe 
.'disianee w« were from it, (four miles,) wa» ap- 
jiarentiy of the size of tlw Same of a, candlQ. 
This light to me, apftearcd to be the burDiiigTitJr 
an old aiHl noted tavern, ealted the <«.Fightug 
Coeks," ((rliere, ere this I liad lodged,) t»-tbe 
'.east of the battery, and near the wharf. .The 
wiild was southwardly, aad blew a f^sb goloj 
the flames at this plat^ heoaifse.of the wind* in- 
creased capidly. In a raouent we-saw another 
fight at a ^>reat distanee froov the-first, opthe 
JKorth river. The^ latter ligltt seemed .to be »m 
original, distinct and new formed fire, near a cel- 
ebrated tarera in -tltc Broadway called " Whito- 
-Hall." Our anxiety for the fate of so-floea 
oity, caused much selitatude, as webarboored 
s(uj>iei(His that the enemy had .fired it. The 
fiainei irere . fanned . by the . bri^nasB J>f the 
breeze, and drove tbe destructive «&feots-of tb« 
element SD aU. sides. - When the fire reaelwd.ihe 
spire of.a large xtefjde. tooth of > the -tavern, 
which .was.aMacbed to a1argeoharchf,.tb&«Seet 
upon the eye wis astoaiahio^y gruul. If ve . 
could haTc .divested oiizseives of the .kn»»ile^. 
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tbat it was the proper^ ^«ui> ftillo«r.eittHBfl 
vhteh was eomaminjfr* tlie view might hftve 
been esteemed sublimcj if not pleating. The 
deek of oursbip* for many kours, was lighted as 
at noflo day. " In the commeBeemeDt of the e(m» 
flagrati^R, w« obserred vamy boats pBtting off 
ft-om the fleett rowing speedily towards the 
oity }«urboat waseftbenumbn'. Thiseireum- 
etunoe repelled tlie idea, that our enemies weve 
.the ineeBtUarieey for indeed they prafiesBedfy 
..went in aid of the iohahilnnts. The boat re- 
.turaed flboat day li^tt* and from the relation of 
the officer and the erewt we clearly ^seerned 
-thai the baroiuf$ of Mew-York was the act of 
EOine niad-e«p Am^ieaaa. The aaUorB toM as 
iin their blunt manner, that they had seen one 
.Anieriean hanging by. i the heels dead, having a 
^bayonet 'won nd IfapoUgb bis breast. They named 
.him by his-Christian and urnamei whieh they 
saW; im[Hinted- on his arm f they -averred to 
. was eaught - in the fact of firisg the houses. 
tTbey told us also, that tbey had 'seeo one per- 
son, who was talran ia the fact, tossed into the 
fire, and that severals who were stealing, awl 
suspected as iac(>Rdiarie9» were bayonetted. 
Buuimary. jusliee iS/At no time laudable, but la 
this iastanoe it may have been correet. If the 
Gi-eeks. could have been', resisted at Persepolia, 
^ every soul of (hetN nught to have, been massa- 
cred. The testimony we reeeived from the 
sailorit my own view of the distinct begin- 
. Dings of tlie fire, la .various spotty remote from 
.«aeh other, and the manner «f 4ts spreadiiig, 
impressed my mind wilh the belitf, that the 
burning ef the city was ihe doings of the most 
low ami vile of penonR, for (lie purposes^ not 
'Only of^liioviBu bwt ef-devastation.- This seem* 
Q3 .,0031,- ■ 
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e4 <ao,.lhe general aepie* not taiy of the Brit- 
ish, tint tiiuk iif tb? prisoaerH then aboard the 
tmiispuris. Ln^ng direotlj' south of the vhyt 
tiDd in a range with, Broadwafi we had a fair 
and full view of the whole proeess. The per- 
sons in the ships, nearer ta the town than we 
wcrei uoifoi-ml^ held the same opinion. It 
vas no{ until some jcars af(orvards» that a 
doubt was ereatcil ; but for the honor of our 
country and its , good name, an ascription was 
niude, of the firing of the eity> to aeoidental cir- 
cumsiances. It may be IvelJ, that a natianj in. 
die heat and turbulcoco.of war. should endeavor 
to promote its intercuts, by the propagating re^ 
ports of its owa. innocene; and prowesst and ac', 
eusing its enemy of Oagraat eDormity and das-' 
tardlincssf (as ^i as done in this particular case*) 
but when peace comes, let us, in God's namci dQ 
justice, to them and ourselves. Baseness and 
villany are the growth of all climes, and of all. 
njitions. Vithout the most numerous, and th* 
nid^t cogent teslimonyt as the fact oeeurrecl. 
within my own view, (he eloquence of Cicero. 
eoulil not .convince me that the firing was aetsi— 
dental. Souif; timeaftcrtlieburaiogof the city, 
-wc undvrsloQil that we were to be embarked ia 
shallops, and landed at£iizabetl>town-t>oinU. 

The intelligence, causpd a sparldiiig la every, 
eye. On the next day, about nooa^ we wereia 
the boats ;^^ad verse winds retarded us, . It Was.. 
ten or eleven at oiglit, before we landed; — the. 
moon shone beautifully* BAt^rgan stood in the, 
buw of the boat, rauki^ng a spring, not easily sur- 
passed, and frilling on the earth, as it were to 
grasp ii — cried " Ob - my country." We (hat _ 
wore neap liim, pursued liis example. Now a 
raee comuteBoed^ which in (inickniHW* eeuU 
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Bcartely be exceeded* and soon' broi^t us t« 
Klizftbetbtown. Here, those of as who were 
Orows^, speat iiii uneasy night. Being unex- 
pected guests, and the town full of troops, no 
quarters were provided for ub. Jwy rendered 
beds useless, ve did not close our eyts till day- 
l%ht. Sin^^ng, dancing, the Indinn halloo, in 
short, every species uf Tociferousfiess was adopt 
ed by^lie men, and many of the most respectable 
sergeants, to express their extreme pleasure. A 
•tranget* coming among them, would have pro- 
Bounced them mad, or at least iatoxtcated ; 
thoagh ginca noon, neither food nor liquor had 
paBsed our lips; thus the passions may at times 
have an inBuenee on the human frame, as ine- 
briiiting as wine, op any other litjiior. The 
morning brought us plent^y, in the fnrni of ra- 
tinns of beef Bad bread. Hunger allayed, my 
only desire was, to proceed faomewanls. Mo- 
ney was wanting. How to obtain it in a place, 
'wli<-re all my friends and acqnalntanees were 
alike pour and destitute, gave me great anxiety 
and pain.' Walking up the street very melan- 
eboly, unknowing what to do, I observed a 
waggon, btiilt in the Lancaster, eounij insb- 
ktn, (which at that time, was peculiar In Jersey,) 
unloading stores for the troops, come or com- 
ing. The owner seeing me, grasping my hand 
with fervor, t4dd me, every one believed me to 
be dead. Telling blm our story in ueompendi- 
OHK manner, the good, old man, without soHei- 
tAtion, presented me two silver dollars, to be 
repaid at Lancaster. Tbcy were gladly pceeir- 
ed.* My heart became easy. The nest day, 
in compHBy with the late coLDnel Febiger> and 
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the present gesMAl'MicbolBr'SSil some other 
geDlJetnenf we-praetu'ed'a'light return-waggen, 
wliich'gMve ua A eRBt aBfi»r]f»£rnBt»toH. - Men* 
ve bail the pleasure of oomreFsrag "irilh Ht. Vfv- 
IhcrSpoQii, w^o wftB thfrfirstXhtrt^informedos^ 
ef a reselHtioa ef Congress' tc-wigmmttfae-ttiv 
my. It gave us. pleasure* as we bad deveted 
ourselves indiTidnsIl^, -to :the BctTtve'of we 
eonntFy. ;Tlie Best-tl«y, if a«t ineorretti we 
Mocecded sn foot, ni^ ^ttrnBge-af-inigr klttd b^ 
)B|f procHmfale. Night broi^lit'tis npatafBrm- 
Ifouae, Bttmewbere near Bi^stol, The ewner 
was ons of -nf, tlmt 'ia, a geBuine wbig. He 
reqitestetf -hb 'to tarry all night, wfawh we-«l^ 
alined. He. presented as a- supper, .that was 
gratefully reeeivei). Huaring^ur story, lie was 
much affected. We then tried to prevail on 
him, to -take us to Pfailadelplita, -in hisJighi 
miggna. It i^B'obJeetcd >:tJiat it steod loaded 
witli hay in thebam flo<w; bis sods were asleep 
<ir abroad. We removed tbeiie ohjeclioas, by 
onhiailing the hay, whUe this good «itizea pre- 
pared the horses. MouBting, werarrived»tdie 
.**Hnrp and Crown," :ah(Hit two u'oloek in tbe 
morning. To us* it was ntest agreeable) that 
We passed through the streets of Philadelphia, 
in the night time, as our clothing was notonty 
threadbnre but shabby. Here we had frienoB 
and funds. A gentleman advanced measnia 
sufficient to enable me to exchange my leggias 
and moduiaina, forapairof 'StoekingsandttliaeB, 
and to ,hear. my cxpeascs borne. A day and a 
half, brought mo to-the arms of my beloved p»- 
rents. 

At Philadelphia, I waited upon aeonsin^ 
my ipolLei-'g, s\t. Owen Biddlp, then a mem- 
ber <^ Um <« CouneU wf Safety," lrh« infiffmed 
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me* tliat .while in caplivitj-, he bad procured 
me a lieutenancy. My heart' was otherwise en- 
gaged. Moi^n the hero{ had prsmieed and 
ebtained for me, a liaptniney In the Virginia^ 
Snp. Following the fortunes of lliathold and 
,'ludicionH oomniander, my name might bare been 
emblazoned, in the rolls of patriotic fame. But 
alas ! in the course of eight weeks, after my 
petum from cftptivity, a sHght coldf eanght 
^rtien skating on the ice of 'Susquehanna^ or Id 
pursuing the wild-tur%;ey, among the Kittatinny 
ferilisj put an end to ail my Tiaionery Mhemei 
Of ambition. This eanae renewed that abomio- 
ftble digordeTf the scurry, {whieh i had sap- 
posed, was expelled -from my system,) aeeom- 
Eanied^ by every morbid symptom, which had 
een so often observed at (Quebec, attendant 
lipon others. The ntedioal men of all classesv 
being engaged In the army,' that sneojes of as- 
sistance was ■ unattainable, in the degree requi- 
site, lameness, as you now observe it, was the 
oonsequence. Would to God! my c&treme suf- 
fering^i bad tlien ended a life, whjeb since* 
Ins b«sn a tissue ni laborj pain, and misery. ; 
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. NOTES. 



NOTE I. pa^ 18. 



The gentlemen composing this party, were unwU- 
Ijng to impose upon me, anything above my apparent 
strength, yet in the heyday of youth, I would clap a 
canoe on my back, and run a hundred yards across 
a carrying-place. This is done by a pardcular mode 
of management. There is a broad stave, some thing 
like a fJour barrel-stave, but strait and thicker, with 
two perforations in it, an bch or more apart, toTrards 
the middle of the stare. A thong of stout leather is 
in&erted through those holes, and'tightly bound to the 
central cross-bar of the canoe. The carfier swings 
the canoe by- a sudden jerk upon his shoulders, and 
which he can handle with ease, throwing the hollow 
ude of the canoe on liis back, the stave, if it may be 
so called, resting principally on the hind part of 
the head, and the prommcnces of the shoulders. 
Thus he may, if a strong man, pass over a consider- 
able space of ground of a difKcult nature, in a short 
time with much speed. 



NOTE n. page 23. 

In trayersmg this meadow, which was a beautiful 
plun, one of the party, found the horns of a mooio* 
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de«r, which from appearances had been shed in the 
foregoing summer, or perhaps in the beginning of 
autumn : being then about five feet ten inches high) 
Getchell facetioual}r, yet .gravely, insisted by way of 
measuremen.i, that I shouki stand under the main 
fprlc The crotvn of my head, rubbed agcflnst the 
crown-work of the horns. This to all of us, was mat- 
ter of great surprize. However, iu a short time after- 
wards the circumstance of size, was thought little oti 
when we came into contact with the living animal, 
npon whose head such horns grew. There is a pavi- 
city of words for a description upon paper, of the enor- 
mous dimcnsioua of the male moose which we saw, 
and of their horns. The male-decr bears horns j the 
female bears none, TJiose horns, which we examined 
minutely, were of a large size, but not so large as ' 
some we saw on the living deer... About midway of 
the horn, from the crown ofthcheadj there is abroad* 
flat part of the horn, called the blade, which, in the 
specimen under examination, was full two of :my spans, 
or nearly twenty inches from whence branched the 
proud antlera or prong. There is no beast of the for- 
est more band somely decorated, unless it be the 
rein-deer of the north of Europe and Asia. In the 
evenings, in the first aicnsion of the Kennebec and 
Dead-nvers, sitting around our solitary smoke fires, 
we have often, seen those stately deer, passing the 
riser iu dmves, sometimes of' fifteen or twenty in num- 
ber, the one walking after the other in the accustomed 
path, but due care and discipline k«pt out arms quiet. 
The country around Natania house, a circle of ten or 
fifteen miles, was at tliai-time, an admirable ^hunting 
ground."- One day, suddenly passing a sliarp point of 
the river, about five miles below Natanis cabbin, ■ 
^Veas suddenly fell back. We wanted fresh food. 
Regardless ot what might follow, Steele permitted us 
to fire. We had seen Rve or am of those monstrous 
deer, standing in the water knee-deep, feeilJr.g on 
their favorite food, the red willow. Boyd, Wheeler 
sod myaetf passed the rfver, oat of sight of the moose. 
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in the in«9t cautlofuty manmr. The stream here 
ms not more thui sixty yards wide. We approached' 
them throngh the thick underwoodi which clothed' 
• the bank. Boyd preceded. The rustling of the leaves' 
alarmed the deer. They threw up their heads. What 
« right! The antlers of several of them, seemed to' 
ejtcecd in size, those we had already aeen, Boyd ap- 
[frehensive they were about to run from us, fired with- 
out giving Wheeler and myselfj an opportunity totakS' 
a- stand, but the greatest misfortune was, that the 
Worthy Bbyd, had neglected to clean his gun that day, 
it made long iire, and but a trifling report. The bullet 
scarcely reached the deer. Wheeler and myself were 
creeping to our places, when Boyd's gun disturbed' 
the animals. The gims in our hands, were ineffec- 
tually ifischarged. This jejune occurrence, is related 
merely} lor the introduction of a single observation. 
When the bull moose, at the rustling of the leaves, 
and afterwards when Boyd fired, threw up their beads 
—the tips of their horns, seemed to me to stand eigh- 
teen feet in the air. The ridge of the shoulder, seem- 
ed seventeen hands high. The largest of these ani- 
loals was a luaat tuiCvtx. 'f^e moose in ordinal, is' 
of an ash-colored grey. The one I speak ofi Was 
flecked, in large spots of red, on a pure white ground. 
His sklni if we could have obtained it, would hare 
been a valuable curiosity. * 



NOTE in. Page 29. 

The hirch-bark-cahoe, as intimated' before, in llie ' 
body of the work, is not only a curious, but a most in- 
geniotrs machine. So bx as my descriptive powers ex- 
tend, you shall httve its construction, described in writ- 
ing, but without the aid of the pencil, it seems to te' 
Khnost impossible to convey to you.ajust t^d acctiratA' 
comprehfAisiont of the cfistmct parts of this beautifal ■ 
piece of water-crf& Having had several oppMwni- ' 
ties to observe the manner of the formation of the' 
birch-bark caix>e, id in vaiious stages, a description of 
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its' suctions mar not be diaagreeable to you- In the 
damtruction of the ciifaoe, the bow and stem piedea afe 
liepantte frames, alike in dinvenstons, and ' made of 
eedar, cypress, or any other light wood ; yet very ligh^ 
and so'well' or tightly bound by tenons, as to require a - 
conuderable' effort to break them. These- bow and 
«cm pieces, suppose a canoe of ten, or even fifty feet 
are connected by laths, with that which I have callea 
pinnwales, (gunnels,) correspondent in size witli the 
intended length of ,Uie' canoe. These gunwales arti 
made irom the toughest and best of th6 timber that the 
country produces. The gun -wales are strongly secured 
to the head and stem by tenons and the cecSir root in 
a most neat and strong manner. The fibs of the canoe, 
according to its aJze, are froni two to five iiiches in di- 
ameter, of'the straightest cedar, or fir, without knots^ 
closely fitted together, ude by ude, and well sewed by 
means of an awl to the gtin-walcs. This frame is 
<Mjvered with the yellow -birch-rind, an' eighth, a sixA, ' 
or a fiiurth of an inch thick. This bark, when appliei] 
to cauoes, is from two to four feet in length;' commen- 
surate with the fextenaion of the bow and stem from 
«ach other. Each part of this bark, where the seams 
meet, is nicety sewed together by the split cedar root, 
.these seams are then pitched over in a ridge, by ft 
'hard pitch, in the width of perhaps an inch or more, stt 
as to make the vessel, truly that which seamen CaH 
water-tight But to this clumsy attempt to describe 
to you a boat, whub you have never seen, and perhaps 
never will see, it seems requisite to add another obser- 
vation. The bark which encircles the bottom *f tht 
canoe, is strongly attached to the gun-wales by ceda^ 
root, much in the same manner as I have seen you 
threading wire, for the malung of artificial fluwer£ 
This bark, thus prepared and applied, speaking com!-' 
paratively, (great with small,) is a much stronger ma- 
terial, than your thi-ead,' either of flax or silk. Th6 
ftinwalc was as neatly lacedby the cedar, and ahnost as 
ornamental, and equally strong in texture, as the canei 
■ffc soraeUmes see fn^a India, covered with splits rf 



195 

rat^te«q,or some otker pliant plants of aouAem grotrtfr. 
The paddles are unifoimly made of ashj where it can 
be obtained, but most usqally ofbirch)Oreven of soi^ 
wqod, in this part of - Canada. Many of, the.paddje^ 
^hich.l aaw, were double-bladed,t}iatis.a blade at each 
end of the handle or pole, aod in the hands of a strong 
person would be from its formation, apparently as li^t 
as a feather. The. pushing' pole was .of the same kmd 
of materials, but light, and if iron could be had, was 
shod at the but-end. The rapid andi-ocky rivers whicl* 
those poor people the Indians, must ascend and dcs- 
Cfn4 intheir hunting exctjrsions, and which they. dp 
;witli inconceivable dexterity, requice^ a quickness qf 
motion of the body, particularly the arms, which is 
truly Astonishing. The paddle, at this moment used 
(>n the fight, and then instantly cast on. the left h^nd of 
ihe.canpc, requires a celerity of action which none but 
atuib a» are used to those exefclses' dare undertake. In 
ihose jnstapces the dauble-bladed paddle, 'saves half 
the time, which, would be enjplo)'ed by the single blad- 
ed, in these arduous hut necessary, labours. Activity 
and agility, from the ijrciimstance, of the precarious- 
n^'^3 of an Indian life, and Uielr manner of subsisting, 
tepome in their education a primary parental motive ; 
.without those qualities, an Indian can never acquire &me, 

pn4 is ofien starved 

.. It often- re-exhiiirales my mind, when refiec^ng 
oil the waywardness and unhappiness of my life, 
'tp remember the occurrences, (July 1773,) in a 
part of a (lays journey from the windlass of iite old 
carrj-ing place, on the south aide of the river, west of 
Niagal^i by a path which led us to a ceiebmted foun- 
tain,, a little below the hrowofthe hill, called Mount 
I'leasaat, and thence to the falls. My youthful imagi- 
nation was greatly excited. The company consisted 
of a French tjentieman, my uncle John Henry, and m^ 
self. The Frenchman was a trader who had but just 
arrived_Q:qm the Illinois country, and had dealt beyond 
/ the Misaiseippi- When. we canie to Stedman's, his 
canoe, attended by three or (bur eoarkra dc boU, lay on 
the beach tunied upside down, with an immense number 



196 

o^ packs oT beaver, press-packed, streved around, per- 
jpaps the whole might have been 30OO lb. wt. The cj- 
^oe wai of birch, Rfiy feet in length, most beautifully 
jnadc, its breadth wasprobably from six to seven leti 
iji the middle, I examined wiUi a curioeity, sucb as » 
boy of ipy age niight possess. 



NOTE IV-^aae 53/ 

. Morgan was a strict disciplinarian. Permit an 
^ecdote. 'He had ol>tiuned the command of the rifte 
corps from Arnold, without any advertence to thebdt- 
ter claim of Hendricks, who, though the young^at mw 
was of the three captains, inpoititof rank, by thedate^ 
.of conviUssLoaSi the superior officer. Hendricks, for 
,the sake of peac« in the army, and of_g«od ordw, jirs- 
, 'gently andgoodnaturedly acquiesced in his asaumptio» 
of the command, for Morgan had seen more service i^ 
, pur former wai's. , " ' 

' At thisjplaccj Morgan had given it out in Orders, 
thaXxo one should tire. On,e Chamberlaine, a worth- 
less fellow, ulio did not think it worth while to draw 
Jiis bullett had gone some hundreds of yards into th« 
woadS| and ilischargcd his gun. Ljeut. Steele hap- 
pened to be in that quarter at the time /Steele ha4but 
Arrived at the fire, where we sat, when Morgan, who 
^ ha4 seen bun coming, approached our camp, and seat- 
ed Ivmself witlan our cu-cle. Presently Chamberlaine 
capie, gijw in hand, and was passing our fire, towards 
that oftus mess. Morgan called to the soldier— ac- 
cused liim as th(i defaulter— tJiis the man, ^an arraot 
liftiv) denied^ r Morgan aj^>ealed to Steele. Steele ad* 
nytted Ije ,heard the report, but knew not the party 
ifiho discharged thp gUQ. Morgan suddenly spnaging 
tp a file qf biUetS) tiKijitou^] 9inA swore he would knoc^ 
the accused down .VLnlcss he confessed tbe &ot. In> 
Stantlv, Sgajth Bt^ed anoUier billet; and swore he 
would slj-jke Morgan if Ije ^trupk the mao. Mor^ 
knowing the jewue ipf Jjis r^ wtiedsd. Tbiff raw 
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^ tbe onljr ^>irlted act I knew of Sndth. Such vere the 
' rough-hewn chara.cters, which, in a few subsequelit 
' years, by energy of mind and activity of hndyi bore us 
safely through the dreadful storma of the rsTolutino. 
Morgan was of an impetuous temper, yet withali prn- 
dcnt in war, as he was fearless of perscmal danger. 
His passions were qtuck and easily ejtcited, bat they 
were soon cooled. This observation i* applicable (o 
■ many men of great talents, and to none more than 
: Morgan. His severity, at times, has made me ahuddei^ 
though it was necessary, yet it would have been a 
. pleasinf; trait in his cliaracter, if it had been Iea» nf^ 



NOTE V. page ffi. 

I cannot exactly recollect th« time, but the records 
of Goventment will show, that this miserable Jiam^ 
was indicted of a burglary and convicted. His respect- 
■ able brother, Mr. Jacob Shaeffer of Lancaster, (Penn.) 
applied to me, to certify in his favor, fit was in 1790 
' or l^Sin to the president and coundl, who had the 
power of pardon. The representation was, m sub- 
stance similar to the present. This, pan o£our trans- 
actions, rests in my memory r but the impreiaim is- 
-so strong, that I'canoot &rget it It gave me great 
' pleasure to imi^ne, that probably I might agani 
' craitribuie to th» sa^nng the life ofanvn, which I 
had actually saved once bebre. At that time, by our 
law, the punishment of burglary was death, and tuy 
compatriot Shaeffer, was. uoder that sentence, hij 
soul was grieved. 

In a drunken bout at miade^ia, he ha.d bUndly- 
stttmbled into a houae, wlucb he took to be his lodg- 
ings. Here detected in one ef the chambers, he was 
charged as a felon. Qracioin Qod! upon t^e aupei- 
fices of thy earth, there was never a more unoffending, 
soul. He could scarcely see a yard before hiqa. 

k has amused and pleased me often, to hoar that 
he extoI» me. He Is now iDdustrious- 



Tbt^ttiet Jamet VtiTncr,:(8ee-p. 6fi.)«SMngothety, 
iWraiU^ luuentsMe. He was youugi li»ndsQiae innf- 
'^BKTBiice,4KitiD0rerita(tWenty<fivefearaDfa^i bewM 
.Mhteticjand-Mttined-tD-surpasH in.bcidil)' sHiCDgth. V«t 
anth^ dw WM a df^. fibs vHe was heauttbilt idoough 
jcoarw ui rnifttmen.' The iniabfud on {he oUittr hand* 
-WM'a:poor!(lc«),'CaDBt3ot^ ont.qf view, orkiihelmck- 
'ground.gf the pictiwe. 

Wb <haaid nothing lof them jet{ter«RtfiSfigW Hwvibr 
and luiitil a mtmidi :bad «hf»ed at Quebec. Jo Pecew* 
:ber, Uta wile or widow af poor iamea Wan^r, cMA^ 
!lB oir^iiEWten oh tbe JUiwrgrounda, bearing her hu»-. 
'bftDd'sViJlei his povder-hom and pouch. She appear- 
ed fresh and rosy as ever. This arose from ihe «Ii- 
^OMS and gratuiums ggpiritiOr-the JCpnadians. 

The story Mra. JeroimaWarner told, was extremely 
rkficotingi'ind ma^ 'be \<op(h iremcn^teiing, as it is' 
[Mnuothmg iike a sample ofittte whoje'of ourtUstresWS 
and -uncdenUe cUsfaMrs. 

TheJiwbanfl was* ^E««£Mcr Hi» aWrt»«f pw-. 
•viaioMt a&ef |tbc ipartioon, at the, head ^'the ChuU'. 
idiefie, wow ja a IHtte ftiaie iconsumotl- The «<ni«uin- . 
ODite wijie.nn^ck tfram the -marsh, ;tnd£iund beritP— 
iautd JHwbuKt oittiug at 4he ioot lOf a vae^ vhnfip iue 
MAdlwBraa.detertnined'tc^ie. 

Thewodec-facarted wQaMn,atiQnded her iU-£itcd.hiv-^ 
dMtndsfiv^ml days, urging his mnrcbTorprard; J;e «giqn' 
sat>d(n«n. i^ndtng^ horsojickatiorie cuuldjMt io^Me 
^ina *.a inae, -ahe ieft hifn, Iklvui}; p\ac«d aU the .br«itd 
in ber pocaessinn, bettwien hb legs witb a canteen of ^ 
Rater. .-fihe.lMre rHs.arsu andaniouuiKion toQucbof, ' 
where she recounted the story. The n^hcws jjf JN»- • 
tUuB) aftenrac^ at i^Aec, conBrraed d>e reiatiw c^ 
■jibM good wMoan. for »4isn,goii^ up, and retunung 
iava. the nv«r uritii onr ineatiniable friend M'CIclan^ 
abe ' urged itbeiR, JuAwed in itears to take her husband 
Aabeanl. Tbejrtneie necttnarily deaf .to hev ei^^ti^ 
Thus parished thk unfortiUMUe man, ,at ii>period of Itis 
i^,. xb«o j^lxxfilr powen, Rtx {icnenlly w .-^"^ 
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-fiili ])erCBCtH(D. - jle tpti jEUnf PthflTS, »thl> llte4# 
<tfee wild«ni««b bW .tWr Uv^s bf.ui inmuaidenMp 
4irlutt*nr> Xh«r ate .fts otuth »(. « a>mli a* wisbt 4p 
li»K been JQ our circwmsUuiGOi -tb? pn>VMiw of ftwr 
■chyfi, And » Biarch .of pite iiwicked puks. Yomig ipq^ 

jfifficult to jpiKeun i^ Mge^dvip*, wti«i ]|^ f»ge 4f 
foungor ftsaoils. 

To conclude this hngtly aot^, jtlkw «># to intr^ 
duoe toyou, iLMtitier iamttwe (^ huia»» mist^f, whi«k 
•Qtaat: umer my tye, 19 this idol^rows wd drciKU'tfl- 
jiaftrah, Ae -was he&O^ obst^vetl iti tUe.body of ti)p 
-»ork *'At ithe head trf *he CMudi^Y) *t >*a#gww 
ictit by .iJie <!fficers, tbat «Piler would npl be Teqtui«ri 
jfron the gQldiiCfy in tbe nmicb, j^c." Vet the -ciof^- 
fuiies, ^ing in :the jnopt. pftvt e'><<berf«Ilow'to«nfliaeit, 
«rfram \\ie ssuxic ■cowyty ttdtiered t<^t^p[;, Wund Iqr 
tfist affi^ifinate Mta1^halt^n1.) vbich ip.e«;geQder«dii|r 
the locniity of binii, ».r tbe bnttitudw of Jo^i^ and -scr 
vcre ^eryices. io,aiQft!nnit>t«oi9^d;eiMbHW>ce^tiaii(tr 
ships (uiddespe)Me,«^vent#-es, It A^&sfsi.9 aie, ^ 
Ik a principle of the human mind, "th^t the wov 
hardships we endure in company of each other, the 
greater becomes our esteem and affection for our fel* 
towsufferers,'' For ipy^lf^ <hB 4»' Wtl from experi- 
mented woe and extreme calamity. 

We-bfkd,nop9th| the ci.verwvapW'gW^e- jOne.dajr, 
«ithef 4he «eco(u1 {r- .third of thi^ ft»^i\, .amountajfi 
-^ttMig in 9 mosf. pvec^pit^te fortn u^o tjae yivxr, C019.- 
fK^lled us to f/t»t .the luargia oF^Kti^eaip }ipon a loqg - 
(og, which had been brought tmther by «ome fomwr 
jl^het. Xhf bark ^ ]u»b« ikf Ihe tree b*d been 
-Vor^Kway t^ the rubbings of^e^ce,and.thetnuiLl^ 
^ngthvr-iRe aJt^g the nf^row ftu^agei SQiopth ^d st^ 
fK;ry, -and gorged Ofce jia»- Tldp diSRcully bwl mU 
;ecte4 here ^ beWrog^ou? .noMW ,of.tbe tpwp^ wbp 
iClai^ied t^e right. of passage .ac^wpding io tbe order .ifF 
xme^ag to |t: Tbe log >rae to be ibotpd, )<ff the vater, 
jif die depth of three or ibjir feet, must be Iv^deid. 



Aare-fieiided, and thinly dad, lean and wretched froni 
abstinence, with hb niosket inhand, pasaedtlie log; int- 
-inediateiy before tne. His foot slipped, and he fdl 
several feet into the water. We passed on regardle» 
«f his fate. Even his immediate friends and coikirades, 
tnany of whom were on the log at' the same moment, 
3id not deig-n to lend him an assisting hand. Death 
stared us in the face. I gave him a sincere sigh at 
^rting, for to lose my place in the file, might have 
been fatal. This pitiable being-died in die wiWemess^ 
The hard fatb of many others might be reca;[u,tulate4, 
' but the dreadful tale of inudents, if traty told, would 
merely seiie to lacerate the heart of pity, and harrow 
-Up the feelings of the soul of benevolence. Tears 
many years since, have often wetted my cheeks, whSa 
recollecting the disasters of that nnfortonate campu^, 
the memorable exit of my dearest friends, and of mai^ 
"worthy fellow-citizens, whose worth' at this time, is 
embalmed solely in the breasts of their surviving as- 
sociates. Seven died sheerly from famine ; and' onany 
othere by disorders arising from: bard service in Ok 
'ivjldemess. 



NOTE VI. Page 1 13^ and NOTE XI. Page M«. 

'' In- relation to the small-pox-, the circumstance about 
to be related, is most assuredly true, aa it is kn6wn tO' 
me of my own particular knowledge, A number of. 
women leaded with the infecticm of the small-pox, came' 
into our cantonments. . ■ 

In the spring of the year Ifftf, our army was reducwL 
by decease of men, or debilitation of body, so that they 
could not act effectively, and in the eyes of the worWi a 
disreputable retreat took place, which it was not theik 
quite prudent to explain. Now it may be saftly a** 
sertcd, that great nttmbers of the Boldiers inoBulatcd 
themselves for the smalt-pox, by laceration nnder tie. 
finger n^Is, by means of pins or needles, either to ob- 
tain an avfudance of duty, or to get oyer that howiMe. 
-Jjaorder is an easy and speedy way. 
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^OTEVn, (Page 12a. • 

Tbe-dsitth of my frieiKt Boyd, was tome as a thun- 
dclMtl ) p&inful in aa exccBsive degree ; many a tear 
Jmb since l^en shed toius manes, iu the autumn of 
JT79, he commanded a company of rifle-men, af the 
first PenQ^vania Kgimeikt. When Sullivan had peo- 
edaUd into the Seiteca counffy, in the neighborhood 
bS the Qene«9ee river. Boyd, as my. informatioi) 19 
iBQta TMioua getitlemet), was ordered vr\ih a band qS 
.Hnentf choice men, before daylight to make an excurr 
.«i«B tDwsffda. an Indian viU^ge, cut the rtvei: Genessef^ 
.{(iritich Sowfl north in^ ijake niKario]) at a'dlstance gf 
«i^t miles, foMhe purppao of nuking discover^s. l» 
4as return, arriving at a rising ground, a knoll, he heard 
anutliBg-fifthe leaves in his fpo^: an enemy was sua- 
.pcpUMiS he {[ftthered his men around him, each taking 
his tree. The -eneimy was sjg^htlcss to Boyd, and his 
^arly, yet the appnaaciv armmd him vas peusiblc to 
«very eae- Boyd AOt .knowing the number of his as' 
oi^nts, it in stu^i con^dcred ithem as a smaU body of 
tbservatioB. TJiispartpt^Jadiaosiproh^y.OQe thot)- 
Mad, -encompassed B<^d and his men, gradually: 
S defence worthy of the character oif Boyd took place. 
£very man he had waskilled,-exc^ three, who Jinike 
^unugh Xbe Indians, and brought the dolefiil tidings ts 
our camp, &oyd was take^, Aud carried alive, la the 
.iodian'toffn, wbwe lie was tortured alter their aavags 
' CHstmn, and his l^dy mangled in the jnost hori'ibtfi 
. maiaier. Generak Simpson, who was tlien witli ths 
.•riny, assures iHe, that on the following day, when ths 
ttoops arrived at the town,in tlte wi^wamsi they found 
; R numbar of fresh scal{u stretched in the qgual manr 
jwr OB small hoeps, and j»ainted. The head of Bojrd 
~-lie^rinoi>e'<^the caJbiia, iKwly dissevered- His scalp 
^wis stUlmoiet and hot^d and painted. Simpson luiew 
' it by its long browa ^^d silky. tHtr : it is now preserved 
; as 0, nlic of our irieod- An pificer, {captain A- Hem 
.' deiMn,) lately, in deutribing tliis ungual, but arduous 
figbt* ttpop the pant of Sqfo^ told me> f ibU tix bandft 
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«f (he dead men, in maD'y instances, were fatlcloieii 
upon the bur of Indians." 

To give yon a more perfect idea of the briitaBty of 
savage torture, and of heart-rending sensations. I can 
do no better than to lay before you, the letter of the"" 
boDorable Thomas Campbell, of the senate, who bhn- 
self has been a martyr in our cause. He saw the 
corpse of the un&ntunate Boyd on the Ibtlowing dayv 
and interred it. Since the death of colonel Crawfwl 
we know notkmg lilce the present martyrdorn, in tho 
cause of liberty i and it is to be hoped, from the pru- 
dMice and strength of the fi^eral gorerament, not&iiw 
of the kind vf ill again occur in our future wars with . 
the aborigines of our country. ' 

"Senate Chambeh, LANcAstsK 

" Jantiary 30(A, 1 abff. ' 
«S1H, 

"Captam lieutenant Thom&trBbyd, l>el^g'Tng~^~ 
" to the rifleman of the state of Pennsylvania, was most 
" inhumanly murdered by the Indiana. His death oc- 
K curred on the tsth day <^f Septembei-, 1779, at the 
« Genessce Castle, on gene\-al Sulfivan's expedition t» 
" the north- we St- ward, agwAst the Six-nation Indiana. 

" He Was' sent on the mght of the 12th of September,, 
" fixMn the camp, near a lake called " Conesus," with 
*' a party of men, consisting of twenty sokHers, ' fivft 
« TolunteeM fcnd an In^sn chief, named Han-JOaf, 
"belonging to the Oneida nation i in' all twenty -seveg 
" in number. They were sent by general Sullivan, '. 
ti to recoDueiire an Indian-towti, supposed to be ahbiil 
*> six miles distant fixim the camp. On the momint^ 
M of the IStb of September, the artny took up the line 
" 6f march before sunrise,- but marching a sltott dis'- \_ 
*■ tance, was obliged to halt, till the pioneers made a' ' 
<* brieve ^er a niorass, otherwise the cannon" could 
*• not have been brought Up. The town that capt^ 
■^'Boyd was taken to, was evacuated by all except 
•• two Indians, one was on horseback, the other was 

• ieadiag , cow. James Elliot and Timothy Murphy 

• were «ent to atop th^ they botK discharged their 
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<• ^vns at the .same time, the oik th&t led thecow wu 
■''inlledi'the other though. severely wounded eicaped.' 
« Boyd returning tiotily,, expecting to meet the atmy 
" saw aii Indian start up and run off It was with great 
''difficulty, that. Boyd stopt the men from pucsuit, at 
«, the request of Han-Josi, who «ud the Indian was 
". only " a runner," sent to draw them into an an^uS' 
"Cade. Eighteen of the soldiers were kilted, and 
" Han-Jost the Oneida chief, was made a greater sa- 
o'.Qtifice, than any of the white men, who ^11 or were- 
" taken at that place. 

« Captain Boyd and Michael Parker were matte. 
" prisoners, and taken to the Gcnessee Ca^e^«nd there 
" Aiost inhumanly murdered. Boyd's head was tafceo 
".off and totally skinned, his right eje was taken out, as 
" also hi$ tongue. His right loot, from the lial) of 
" the heel to the toes, was laid open as if with a. knife. 
" He was cut open across the bottom of his belly, and 
"his bowels wece taken out,, and averyJopg knife, 
"was sticking in between his shouldera, descending 
"to the vital .parts. This seems to have been the - 
" coup de grace. 

" General Sln^pson and myself, were sent to see 
" the corpse of Boyd interred. I s{H«ad a blanket oa 
••the ground beside him, we then turned the corpse 
" ^Ter on it. I took Uie head of the deceaaed, and put 
" it as near tlie n^k as possible. 1 procured a needle 
" and thread from one of the taylors, and sewed the 
" corpse up as well a* I couid. As to the head of 
". Michael Parker, it could not be found. All the 
• %esh was cut out, from his shoulders downward, > 
"vand otherwise hjs body waa moat i^umanly mangled. '' 

M We interred. tii,e corpses »£ both, near the Genes- ■* 
-<• see Castle, in separate graves, CH) the IMhdayofSep- -* 
"member, 1,779. . ' 

I « I ani Sir, 

•* Your humble servant - 

« THOMAS: GAMPBEEX. ' 

« tale a eafiiaia o/th«/ourt& ' 

" ^enntyiva regimenti '" 

■«To TH» H0«. -JOHil,ja!».:HWtW-" " 
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' Thflitgh irv liw« no Kxowit ftontui eye wHsegs,' 
of tbe bkrbarom manner ai- wluch capuon Bojrd wtts 
nutuietl, yee we atay coactiwe from tte appeuvnte 
of hu body, tliat the moM mtdigtiaiit aud-lRHisb puss, 
■*tTe o^tereiMdupoii it Th« bdng embovetled, cM- 
vey« »i idea of a knowD mode of bidiwi t<»1netit:* 
the fixing an end of the entrtob to tbe stake, wid cam.' 
pdling the piisMief by* fire and b)oin, to run till tbe 
<:oi%]omePate<t mass u expended. Upon the subject ' 
of tliese toituves, kioli at Doctor Cdlden's History of 
the Mohawks, and Judge SmiUi's- History of New- 
York. 

Colonel Cambelt is of o[^iu<»i, tbat the wound aloo^ 
the sole of captehi Boyd's loot, was made befere tlK 
savages iMvught l»m to their (CasCle) or viltag«. His 
rea«OR-ia, that the wouttd was tilled witii hits of rotten 
branches of wood, and small pieces of leaves. Tbe 
ca«}ecture -nay bs true, as Indian panishmea^ at its 
acme, is to give' Uio gneatsst degree ctf pain. 



N0T£ Vni. ptgfe 13*. 



Gf the. troatment of Ethan AHen, at'the time spa. 
ken ol^ we knew nothing but fl*m report, which we 
then thought *ell-groundod, and the truth of wMch, 
at this day, tkere k- n<r rcascm to d6ubt He was a 
mut oPmucb peculiarity of character I.arf;e, powfer- ' 
ful of bodj^ a fftost fei-ociouB temper, ffearmg neither' 
Ged Bor 'nian,) of a- moH daring courage, and a 

'pertkiaeity of dispOMriohi «4ttCh' was tmconquerabk, 
Ecnd very astORisbing in all his widertakiiigs ; withal 
he had the art ofvnaJung himself belored, and revered" 
by all his followers. When he was- taken' in the Isle 
of Montreal, id 17T5, -the gavemment found it neces- 

. aarj- to ^onfihe him in » cage, as one would a wild 
beast, and thns aboui ship, he 'wa» transported ta 

■ Qaebee. What his treatment waa during thia Tc^age 
U England, is unkM-wn to Old. 
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This bmrovM) is known, that for maoy peitrs, he 
was a prisoner in England, returning from his cspti- 
vity to America, he brmight with him a manuscript, 
vhiclf he afterwards entitled «The Oracle of Rea- 
4<n)." My beloved childrtnj it is the furthest from 
my thoi^htt to coa&ne your knowledge to narrow 
bounds ; when yon dip into scriptural history, dip deep, 
•Ho not skim the sarface of the subject, as many fo<ds 
have done of late days. Upon a thorough inquiry, 
your hearts will be animated by a conviction, thai 
there came a Saviour to redeem you from eternal per- ' 
-^ition, and to provide for you, an atemal salvation 
and Slate of hap[HneHt 

That book was most certainly the composi^on o£ 
£[han Allen. . He was *aiy illiterate ; he did not 
know the orthography of our language. The extent 
of his leatiiing, probabty bounded by some historic 
-throniclci, ani]l« few other bookiof little sccbuni^ did 
tiot go beyond tlie scriptures. The gentieinaa, who 
gave me the above information, was an e|egant spho* 
lar, bred at Harvard co^ege. Gofng to New-Yoilc, i^ 
the Eummor oT 1786, a iriend' from mere curiosity» 
r^uested* ine to uirchaae the book for him. Beipj^ 
detained al" New-York -six weeks by business, I fre- 
quently looked into the detestable volume, "the argu- 
nLent, if so diabolic a itork, can be said- to contaiti aiv 
gument, was in general arrangedi and conducted'in 
the same nuuiDer as the "Ageof Ceason" but inft- 
coarser, andyet a mpTe energetic language, than that 
of the latter work. On im iwtum to PhiiadMpHia^ in 
BCwrversaVioh with the yeni^ontese geptleiilaD, wit© 
was still there, " Ethan Allen's liibte, ,tiecanic a to]^c 
of discoureie. He gKve me this -curious mecJote, 

■ which he ayerrpdupdn his honor to, be true. Ajoung 
^gfitleihaii, either a schohir of HaryariJ or Vale crf- 
lege' had ^come into Vdrinoiit, and' therii taught ^ 
school. AU^ labored under the waiit of an amatm- 
enus and transcriber, <ot knowledge and leQfnSng. 

' The scholar to inopease his emoliiincnts, ^cainC sudi- 
'Allen at'tei^ed' haa duly, standing s)^ in hand> at 
■■8 
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<he btck rf the yonng. man's chair. « Sir^" be would 
"tf to Allen « this word is miaapeUed," " Amend 
:" Again " this wttrd is misplaced, the sense is in- 
correctj &c. Allen, who was most profiine, would 
swear (sornGtimes taising his staff) " By G *< eir) 
you shall insert it ; yo« shall not alter it." Thus the 
uOracIeof Reason)". came into the world; which, of 
all ^Doks, is the most bluntly vicious, as regards the 
V«R-beinB: of society ; the salvation of souls ; and the 
bKpi»ness' of those, who have faith in the redempdon, 
Hy the blood ofpor Swiour. But that which is very 
remarkable, is, that long after the publication of Al* 
len'a book) whicji had bllen into obtiTion, even with 
jtB readers, that vile reprobate, Thomas Paine, loaded 
Vith every crime, wluch stains and distKHiors^e chris- 
iiaD and tfae fj^^tleman, (in addition to his shameful 
practices in hie, Paine, as an author, superadded 
plagiarism,)- filchid fr«ju Ethan Allen, the great 
^bdy.of lus deistical and atlieistical opinions, which 
Srom the time of Cel«tiit, down to the age of Chubb, 
Tindd and others, "faavfebeen so often refuted by men, 
jf the utmost respectability of character and fame.. 
When We- reflect vpoa the vicissitudes pf &is world, 
^s itnm,enserevohiiiansibtempctralaiFairs, 'the awful 
Jtersecutions, vh>ch ofcarved m early times, the col- 
lisions of opinion and party rage,^ in thc.article of re- 
ligious belief; and the vast bod]t of martyrs, who de- 
^ voted tlieir lives in suppMt of their faith, we mutt 
'^lieve, that tfaere is stunet^ing more than ordinary; 
something really Divine 19 the system of our reli^oq, 
springing from God hitfiself. .In the last ages, w« 
know of many, of both sexea, of the soundest and best 
instructed nunds, whom itis almost needless to name, 
unless .it tie merely for the purpose of opposing their 
i^rtues and chanulers, to jtCraons of a-differcnt mod« 
of thinldn^. All of them {x^sessed a firm and solid 
credence, in the celestial origin of our holy-bith, and 
some of them sealed their creed with thrir blood.' 
when such men suffer because of principle, some' 
reliance should be |4aced on .their good sense and- 
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luiowkdge. The terms enthuaasm mtd xaaAnttf, bmrff 
been too often coupled ^ as conveying the same idea t 
Cieoree Fos, captain Meade, ^nd. William Penni hats 
been called entttusiastic madmen, but we now know, 
that they acted through the cdUTse or the religious 
parts of their Uvea, from a conviction of the priocipleli 
6i the gospel, being geiiuilie and absolutely mie. 
However, on this subject, 'but a few names need hv 
^vepeated to cotivey to foi)r minds itS'importanco and 
aolemi.ity. Many of the gnatestmen, as it doncenA 
worldly things, were chrlstivn. John Huas, Jeromib 
of Prague, M»rtln Luther, John talvin^ Cranmer, 
booM:)^ TiilMson, of the clergy; ■ df the laity, Sir 
Thomas Moore, Sip Matth ew Hale, Spangetiberg, Mos- 
heim, Josepli Addison,' Richard Steele, Lord Henry 
Litthton, SoUbc JFnrnBraiid'ltiatiBaadB of others, all 
men of pvofound leai'ning, bny& tCstiEted by their- liv«4 
and woimgs, a teliaftce on-th» merits of the redemp- 
tjoa by liie blood of. Chiist Jesfis. But whfcn we find 
tkoK incn, suppqjied and r»^fbrced, byt*o of tKe 
slroirgest mindeci', men, that ever lived ji Sir Isaac 
Nfewton and J6hh Locke, who can doubt?- When we 
(contrast thpir opinions, with those of Hobbs, Chubby 
HeKry St. John, Voltaire, i- J. Rousseau, DeAigei^ 

the-, gn-al ^-V'-iffir J ck (it Pn'*"'"- OF MlV (iiMUll), Itt^ 

deeply -do the last not sink, by the weight of reason 
«nd argunieot? Allen and Paine, are paltry wretches, 
tHtrc seribBlers, if classed with the men last nam<sdl 
Tbose were beautifu) writers, whose language fascf- 
Qaies, .but corrupts the youthful mind, these are dull 
ploddei'S, who know not the principles of their mother 
tongue; but it is perhaps from the ciretinistancc of 
Uiiteratenees, that Allen and Paine, have attackeit 
Christisiiity in so gross and indecoixius a manner. The 
Auiiac Paine, when confined m the prison, Concier- 
gerie, at Paris, seemsto boast "that he kept no JBi< 
We." This may be true. But the expression shows, 
that his proper place instead of a common jail, should 
tMvo beet a miul- house. ■ . 
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It shews however, a vanity of mind beyond the bear- 
ing of men of understanding. Indeed he was infiatcd 
by a BupercUiouB pride, and an imaginary importance, 
which made his society undesiiable. He was one of 
that class of men, who whh a small spice of learning^ 
in company, domineered as if he had beep a Johnson. 
He was almost unbearable to many men, who patron^; 
iscd him, because of the. good eficct of his works d^r" 
ing the vevolution. To give you a few instances ; th^ 
lite David Rittenliouse, Esq. one of the most amiable, 
most iugenibus and best of men, treasurer of the state,' 
George Bryiui, Esq. the vice-president qf the council," 
a man of great reading and mijch good' sense, Jona-^ 
than Sergeant, the attorney general t^Peimaylyania,' 
whose oratorical powers cguld scarcely be surpassed^.* 
and your grand'fathcr, and many- other gentlemen of 
character, during the course <?f the years "JT, T8 jyid 
'79, -ffCre in habits of intitnacy With^im, 1)utlijs dog-" 
matic disposition and obstinacy «f ;;iindt freqjiently" 
caused great disgust. Agwi, colonel Sam u.el John . 
Attlee, an esceiient patriot, and a n^an pf note aQiptig . 
us, both iii the militaiy and civjl cap.acitUs of aciti-' 
Mn, gave Ihis anecdote to me, a few lifionths after" 
the occurrence ^ppetied. Though all the g«htleme& 
present, aporoved of the ^tings <^ Paiiie,' as the^ ' 
~"cMice>'n63~our political State,-»)r ^f Wtre all oTUienj" 
to a roan, good whigs, yet they abhorred }uiiir bbcajiae, 
of his personal aberrations (rom virtue, and the decen-" 
cies of social life. AMr. Mease of Philadelphia, whp. 
was clothier general, had invited a number of gentle-/ 
men of the army, then ia^lhe city, to dine with him,' 
Among whom were colonel Attlee, colonel Fi-aiicis_ 
JohnstHi, general Nichols, and many j»cmbers of the le-, 
gislature of whom there was Matthias Slough of LancasT ; 
ter. You may readily suppose, that the excellent wine of , 
Mr. Mease, exhilarated the company. When return-^ 
JBg to. their lodgings, crfoncl Atllee observed Paine 
coming towards them down Maritet-sireet. There,; 
comes " Common .Sense," says Attlee to the com- 
pany. xOamn him, safs. Slough, 1 shall comnion 
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tense him" As he ftppfoocbed tbe partf, the^tooU 
the wall. , Mr. Slough tripped him, and threw him 
on hia back into a gutter, which at that time, vas 
veiy offensive and filthj^ ■ 

Thi& is told, ■ to communicate a tndt to ynu, in the' 
character of Thomas Psine, who did some good, but 
a vast deal of harm to mankind,' « that the very people 
who were most benefitted h^ his Iiterary< labours) hat- 
ed him." Tiie company I have spoken of, were all* 
men -of eminence in the state; men who staked their 
ali, on the issue of. the rcvc^ion.' The writings-ofi 
Paine as~ concerns u«t are many of them handsomely- 
wtH^ed) have i>ith and much strength of aigument, 
and. ace in. general correct, yet his domestic life and' 
hiBimers, wereso veryincorrect, that a disgust, whicli 
was perhaps- right, destroyed every favorable person- 
al feeling towsrdS' him. His indelicacy was- mtoler- 
ahle. Hisnumbers of CommouSense, \b/b Crisis, andJ 
Mme other of hia &igitive pieces, every- American 
who recollects those « trying times," must acknow-. 
ledge to have been extremely beneficiaj to our cause. 
This haa often been admitted by our generals Wash*- 
il^ton. Gates, Gteene, S^. but he was compensatedv 
(uidbad the secretaryship f«rfi»'eign alfairs. Like all 
»eB of bad principleEi be be tra^eds' his "trust, and a. 
virtuou* Congress displaced him, yet the different' 
States, more than remunerated him for ail his writing. 

So it is, that that man, who was without virtue, a^ 
disturber of society, at> ill husband, an unwtwihy citi- 
zen, cloaked by every vice, would now by his ,» Age . 
ti Reason," which . he stofc from the ignorant Ethan 
Allen, nho wasas Iniquitous as himself, destroy the - 
peace of mind, and ail tlie hope of happiness in Futu- 
rity, ofj'those who rely-on the redemption of their 
souls, by the blood sfX^hrisb; and that, without sub" 
stituting or even suggesting, any other manner ot. 
faith,, tending i&quiet the minds of stnners. ,1 knew 
Paine well, and that personally, for he lodged in the 
house of ray bther, during the, time tiutt^-general 
Sdwa and. ClimoQ, were ia Philadelphia. His hoat 
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maimen wer« in oppositton and hostile to the obur- 
vaqccs of the proprieties and due or^ancesof social 
'life. Miuiy'who approved 'of his politicsl' writings, 
abominated his detestable mode or living and acting. 
' [I tun justified in using these expresuMis, by an oc- 
'currencein 1794, with my own mother- She wasawo- 
manof strong understanding, and of unfeigned and ri- ■ 
gid belief in the truths of Gospel-histo^,v yet a dk- 
-paaaiooate placid and mild religionist. Her hearfwaa 
so free from thinking ill of any crtie, that of a truth, «f . 
her it might be said " she kn*W no giule." One -dxy 
g<nng to a bookseller's in Lancaster, I met with a& 
extract in the shape of a pamphlet of Soctor Joseph 
PrieBtJey'8«Hia[oryof the Corruptions of Cbriatianity." 
Never having seen any of that gentleman's polonuc 
wtirks, it was purchased. My mother as usual, come 
in, in the evening, to sit and converse with my fanuly. 
1 was reading the pamphlet. ** Wl&it have you goti'^ 
"A work of Doctor Priestley's on religion." Iwas 
then at the chapter of the " Doctrine of the Atone- 
ment of Christ," for the sins of the world. The tide 
' of the chapter escited the attenticm of my mother. 
Before she came in, the passage had been pardy per- 
usediBnd she eagerly asked ine''to read the wh(4flofie 
tOher?" Ibegan, but had scarcely proceeded through 
: two or three pages, when she rapped the book frnw 
aiy bands, and threw it into the fire, where it was 
most deservedly burned. Smilingly, 1 said motberi 
why jio you destroy my book '■ The reply was with 
an observable degree of anger, " because your boob 
would destroy my happiness, 'in this and the "world to 
come ! I know that i have a Saviour, who redeemed 
me, whose blood was shed -upon the cross for me: o£ 
this, I am convinced. Your book goea to make me 
doubt of the meritsv of the sufferings, of that Saviour; 
The book would deprive me of Ihe only atafT, upon 
which my hope of sd.vation rests, aad gives me ncme 
other, upon which I can lean." These notimis of iny 
boloved motlKr, wJiidi accordediuUy ■wilh-my owDi 
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on that ti^»c, were striiRuttod to with it juvenile frank- 
nesai which pleased ber, and of all the world, I lu>ew 
Bone whom 1 90 much wished to oblige, as that deari 
amiable add instructive mother. My fkthcr had beui 
a mechanic of much respectability, and great skill. 
During the wart usually called "Bradock'a war," and- 
afterwards .in Fortes' campMgn, (in 1738^^ be was at 
the head of the armouiyi which in those days, was no 
mean station, and required tajenta of a superior grade.' 
Afterwards, having made a tolerable fortune, he en- 
tered into trade, tmt his inclinations led him into chy- 
mical experiments. His evenings and.momings, wck' 

.-demoted to the laboratory^ This gave rise to my mo- 
ther's acquaintance wjth Mr. Pdestly, as an experi- 
mental philosopher For the instruction of his child- 
ren, my fecher iwMild. discourse upcntfae subjects of 
-science and^ particular^ of chymiUry, which was hjs 
layorite theme, and in which the names pf Franklin 

• and Priestley, were sure to stand foremost. My be- 
■ loved parent's manner, showed ck that she was stung 
to the quick. My apology ,to her, Jiad the desired 
efiectt.as her curiosity and mine, sprung from simitar 
motives m^ deure to. know the religious opinions of 
a mui, of whom w^ had tiad supe^tive ideas," be- 
cause of lus acquiremeids in many other branches ot 
knowledge. 

The position wished to be [Ktived to you, by tUs 
relation ; which is true, is "that for the sake of pub- 

, « lie Mid. private comfort and genial h'appness, it ia-. 
><« better not to disturb the devout mint^by fanciful and 
« newfiuigled schemes of belief^ and that those should 
•* be <q>en only to the eyes of tfie learned 1" My mother 

' was BimrMHi of exten»ve reeling; her religious ten- 

; eta and iiutb, were solely groimded on the scriptures, 
-.of the Old' and New T^taments, as these in her mind^ 

,- were considered as clearly ccnrect, but nevertheless^ 
she waa,iearful of a disturbance of her mind by the 
qturks and quibbles of d^stical scribblers. Ther^bre- 
to intarfiBi« with her devotional principles, in so rudo: 
aadheteM4ox'a utanncr, tc»dGd:to derange hercbarm-- 
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tng mini], and devastate those etegEtntTasxims of Chri»r 
tian belief, which the excellency of her maternal edu-, 
cation had infused into her heart ; in short, to destroy 
that firmness, with which she relied onthetaerits and 
sufferings of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Siich men ais Hobbs, Chubb, &c. seem not to hav8 
Mflectcd on the dreadful ills and calamities, their writi 
ings would create, if their books came into general, 
circulation. If they did reflect, postemtyought to con- 
sider them to have been the.tygors and hyenas of hu- 
man societj^, opposed to the well-being of the human, 
race. Voltaire and John James Rousseau, in my hum- 
ble opinion, intended well to the people of t ranee, , 
but wlien speaking of those gentlemen, we should re- 
Ctdlect, that Ihcy, as weli as the virtuous and celebrat- 
ed Mbnieaquieu, were the svd>jects of a prince, who 
iBight if he pleased, be despotic : but that which wtl^ 
BI3II worse, was, that Ihe people were abandoned to ' 
the control of a theologicalariMocracy-^bigoted, weal- 
tl^, imperious and scandalously subjected- to vices, . 
in many instances, greater than those of layihen, inso- 
much, that in the rcign of Loui^ Xl.V. because of. 
ttie infamous lives, and.^e oppressons of all classes o£- 
the nation by the clergy, there was scarcely a gentle- 
man in the kingdom) w^o was not deisticatly inclined.- 
For when the nunistersof a religion of^so high sanc- 
tity^ as that of our Hriy Faith, demean themselves .. 
in a manner, which evinces to laymen, their warn 
of confidence in the religion, (whioh they had been- 
eonseerated to ^propagate and enforce,) by. an unholj*. 
Jife and conduct, particularly in their cruel exactions^ 
from devotees ; in the lattw instance, of enormou» 
fees, and various demands of tithes of a most exDrbit' ' 
ant nature, which from time to time, they wickedljp 
usurped. Hence, itamse that Montesqueiu, VoKairef 
Diderot, Rousseau) "and hundreds of others, of.the^ 
learned men of France, (considering the state of that . 
government,) formed a phalanx of historic knowledge, 
genuine reasoning, true wit, and an iiicxhaustable * 
nuut of humor, which slilrrcd their opponents to suolt 
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a degFec, asiii die miirisoftfae-gciieiali^of Bunope, 
gave thum a deserved victory even over the govern- 
ment, which supported the theocracy^, with us v&st 
power. It also most Brobablj, came from tbeocct 
that those men inuler the cJencal uersecutiona raised- 
against themi (for many were confined in the duoge- 
ohs,} in the heat of controversj', emitted opinions aod- 
ideaB) inconsistent with our pure umple and holy re^- , 
Ijion, according to the Augsburg creed, which we , 
know, has been adopted* '^ther in the ttholc or ii) 
part, by a!I the reformed churches. In polemic dis- ; 
putes, and perhaps more particularly, in thbsc whLrfv - 
happen in monarchies, there is an acrjmonjr and ir^S'r . 
cjbiiity of tenigerr inSamlng the minds of men gencr-. 
aijy, greale? than is the, case ia democracies. The. 
fa<ise seeing f-0 hei that in moaaKchieii, pie pn^sthopd ,, 
l>ecDmes a machine of government, in de^ocracieB. it 
b the v$)Hcle, by whiph tlie people umply adoce &)d.. 

Those controversies, between the so styled philoto-^. 
phers of France arid the clergy, we^ conducted yritii'. 
«uCh hatred, and obloquy towards each other, that, 
they elicited sparks, whiicb enlundlcd th^t nation, in 
S dreadful'Saihc o£ ii^mal destructions and the bnw4 . 
has not only commumcjtcditself to ,aij Europe, bnt in ', 
general » the world at large, Sinc^ \ii& time of Juli- 
us XTassar^ notlHJig has occurred equal in barbarityr 
irruption) bloodshed, murder^ by pubUc or domestic/, 
treason, as that wMch Jiaa h^pened in Europe, wuc«^ 
the year 1 739. Qracious and onuiipotent Oodt rcstopo,, 
the peace of tlie world 1 1'}, 

Such is the man, who, upon hi^ slight intercourse. 
with the Amencan people, pluming himself, with the 
well-earned celebrity m his polittcal pieces, that now 
presumes to become a reformer of aiir morals, ouT; 
teligious opinions aj)d thinkings on Divine subjects : 
Ke himself a reprobtue, cloaked by ererj; vice, woul* 
dictate to a great and independrait christian people, 
their formulary of belief. Such insolence and pre- 
tumptlon, was never before witnessed unlesa it was 
It the instance of Mahomet, or iq those of tiie im- 
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I Messias, appeared to deceive the remnant of theiJE^-' 
ish people. Paine with all hu other vices had a fbiUe 
iajttrious to our country. To keep up the spiritS'Of 
the people it was requisite, that tbere should be a 
series of patriotic publicati9ns. Faine was the most, 
indolent of men ; if he was ini^iredbr a muse, the 
goddess most certainljr, made him but lew visits. TI>e. 
office of "secretary of ft^ign .'affairs," wa» confcr- 
red'.upon him, became of the jnerit of His "Common- 
Sense,*! o^ what afe called the .« Crisis," under the' 
aignature.of "ConuntMsSei^e.'' -It was to Um per- 
sonally a sinecure. He nev»'^went to Vorit (E*win;) 
~ vfhere Congress then sat, but occ^^ioa^JlyM^ad staid, but^ 
adStyor.two. His. true civplajnaent,' WASthat of a pbU-- 
liqal w^ter. _In the summer and wiMer of 1777, and.- 
1778,' he was au inmate of mf father's J^use, .a> trerei. 
the late Davi.d' Rittenboiue, the state-tressurffr, anif 
-John Hart, a member of the then "exenitiYe -coun- 
cil.'' ■ . , .. „, 
Paine .would walk of a.imonuDK until 13 o'clock; 
cotne in and make an iaerdinate dliiner. The. rising; 
from table was betweeit- two and ^itec o'clock. He! 
would the;i retire to his bed-chamt^r, wrap a bikB^ketr 
acou^d him, and. in a large arm-dmiri takft..a.iiaSk.a£.- 
two or three hours — rise and walk. These walks, andt- 
hjs, indqlence, surprised my parents ;, they knew hUnar 
theauthor of "Common Sense," who had written patri-'. 
otically, and in those writings, promutgcd some moral 
apd reli^DUS ideas, which induced them to believe he 
was an orthodox cJirisUaHi ' Jbdeed Pa'me, during the 
revolution, was careful to e*Bf no irreligious dogmas,* 
or any of his late diabolic ideas; if he had, the good 
sense of the American pe<^le, their virtue, uid un- 
feigned worship of the Deity, would have, in these 
days, bamahed him from their country. Your grand,- 
fether's feelings A few monthsjjeforc his deadi,(wbtcfa 
occurred On the ISih of December^ )78ll,).when3|ieak- ' 
ing of the unbeliever (Paine,) were truly poignant; for", 
now the wretch's true character IuhI began to open on 
the world. He lamented with leara, that he Iwl ent: 
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kdmitteddim into his housei or had a personal acquaint' 
ance-aod intercourse with him. He was from comvlc- 
tion, a sincere christian, converted by. the scnptures ; of * 
a Strang; mindt and of a most fender conscience. 

Do not permit any thing now s^d, to induce you to 
undervalue the sagacity of (ny father, for he was wise : 
but of BO benevolent a mind, that in the commcm affairs 
of life, he held apruiciple in morality es tru^ which is 
by no mean generally received; to wit, "That we 
should consider ev^ry one as posscBsing probity, until 
■we discover him to be .dtherwise."' Other .getitlcmen 
ttunk differently. However, it may well be maintajncd 
that the side my fother took on thijs topic, which I have 
often beard argued, accords with the true spirit of the 
gospel, the otber ade is stoicism. 'Ffdm 'these last 
(Aservations, you vrill readily perceive how easj; it was 
to impose on' my father, xhis'isthe reaaon.'for his 
entertaining Paine. I*ave said thatPaine was indo-. 
tent. -Take this as an instance: Thetriais, No. V, is 
t»it a short politicil essay, to Ije sure of great skill in 
the coraposition, of much eloquent invective, strong 
reasoning, some historic anecdote, and a fund of ridi- 
cule which fitted the passions of the dmSs. But recol' 
lect' Uiat this piece, tO' Pune, wtis a labour of three 
ijQiontlw in the en^ting;. It was written in my fathers 
bouse. Mr. D, BittenKbuse irilmbitiiSthc front room, . 
in the upper stdiy, wherft Was the library.^ There he 
Kept the office of the treasury of' Pennsylvania- The. 
room of Mr. Hart and4*aine, was.to the Jeft hand as . 
you come to the sttdr-head entering the" library. 

When my woupd in 17'78, was so far meiided, that, 
hobbling on crutches, of by creeping up stairs, (as you^ 
may have seen me of late years do^ my greatest recre-.^ 
ation in my distressed state of nunii, was to get into . 
■ diecliamberofMr. Rittenhouae where thebooks.wensi.-: 
There, his conversation, fjor he^was most affable,) ^ ■ 
]ivened my mind,' and the books would so amuse i^,' 
tiut it became calm,'and some desperate resbluUcnw 
were dissolved. While that excellent man was ets- 
jtloying Ms hours in the duties of his ofEce, for the , 



b^sltflfttie t>cqi>Ie,BiuA« would besnoring'awty hlt> 
jireciotlB time in his eas^ chur, regardless of thbse ifl- 
' jBiidtkiBsiiBposediipon himH'cotigWsSiiti relatitmUi 
his pdittcrf cftmpOBilions. ITis rentisuiea^ inddlence 
Or Acuity of thoaghf, caueed' groat heiw-bumibg 
anong^timi^ primary characters, indMsedayB. I haVc 
*eard"thc late George BFyati,feq. then vicc-fireside'tif 
•of the council, spei& of his'gross neglecWwitirWiliarfe- 
able harshness. I would Sometimes go into Pdine^s 
roMtt, and sh with hrmi . His Cnais, Noi. V, lay oii 
}rift table, dustbdi to-day three or fbtirlinrtwOtlid be 
added, in fhe course of & wefck, a! ddz€n iaote, and so dA. 
No. V. is dated aiW March, 1778; but it wtts nOl puli^ 
Fished untif some months after that" date, attd itTt*^' 
generairy thttughl by goodn'iiigi, tha('it"h«d"bee»i't6o 
lon^ del^red; Fot my aytti p&rt, I «as b6 pa^stoiiaicely 
en^lag^' a:t, httaict, irttHe prbciplcft of evfrcatiae', that 
June's tsanner of living' and acting, gai>e mie a higK 
^agusf towards him; Nd it^a could' enter my niiiid, 
that sny-one -in thafnotle- struggle Could be idle or 
disenga^d. .As to myself, my sen'satioMs w«re sath', 
thaf ttie exoqiple -of a Dccius migbt' have beeit re- 
newed. - 



. NOl* *X. page ISO. 

I have telattd' this- as t received it—ftwfr my awji 
Jioowlfedge, t £an'-sar liothing'^l le&ve.tb the wM-Id 
-to determine the ^redibllttx Oie stbty 'ui entitled to. 



jlOtE'S. Page im: 

Tn f&mier dmes. aS now, fyitigf -Was in 'Mglie^'but 
tnetbintia witllifftfie last tlilriy years, tHeWS lia»ebecn 
Wat improvements in the art SeceSVe iMdnmatidn of 
Oro inuances, Wlfich -#Bl* SdrnettlJA t«ttfiu:Ut36 id 
tKose-dkyB. Simpsotll fine of themost spirited and.tc^ 
■ftve irf o«ceT»--al«tg« iieft— al-iWyS da duty; was t»» 
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duced and i^fified for a want of courage, because be 
-was not taken a prisoner at Quebec. This small can- 
ton, (^axion,) was bursUng with the falsehoods propa- 
gated (HI this subject. On the other hand, capUun M. 
&iutb, our commander, was applauded for hts immense 
Vavery shewn in the attacli of that place, when in fact, 
ho was «D the isle of Orleans, many miles distant from 
the. city. Simpson had been commanded to that place 
by a regular order from colonel Arnold. Captain 
Smith skulked thither illicitly. Here is a fac-simile, 
as to orthi^raphy of Arnold's order to Lieut. Simps«Mi, 
which I t0(ric from the. ori^nal now in his posB^ssion. 
Ou my part, it seems to be a duty to make it known to 
^u in justification of an excellent patiiot, one of iny 
friends from early youth. 

vLiEVT. SiHPsair, - 

«SiR-^You are to proceed to Orleans, and take 
>* charge of the men there, and keep all provisions from 
" grang to town : you will l^e assidious in gaining the 
«.e8teem ofthe inhabitants, who are now compl^ning 
"that they have been treated in a rigorous manner-. 
" fcr provisions or assistance, you receive from them, 
" you will pay them the value, or give orders on me for 
« the ybr ihe same. I make no doubt but you will endea- 
*' vour to cultivate the friendship of the people as far as 
"is consistant with your duty. You will be careful/ to 
" keep your men under strict discipline, and not suiTer 
« them to have too much liquor. I am told there has 
*' been open house kept there. You will use as much 
"oeconomy as is con^sttmt with our curcuma tances." 
" I am, 
"Sir, 

" Your humble servant, 

«B. ARNOLD, Col." 
ttDeccmbcr29, 1775." 

[This rigor was adininiatered by a William Cross, 

our third lieutenant, with as free a hand as he was hue 

in hia principles of morally. - Cross was a hvidsamc 

T 
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little Tmbman, 3lwa,ys neaUy dresaed, a«d qosii&Ewdfi^ 
a detachment of about tneiKy vxoa. The Canajdianr 
gentlemen, who ctune as agu^ from the isJanders on 
tins occnsioHi stated that Cross had extorted irom them 
their wines anddUier U<|UOTs, and all kinds of provi- 
wcuia, wtuch he lavished oa w«rthless people ; making 
no compensation for ht» (pactions.. Thu was ligor 
indeed ! fbr the people of the tale were our friends. In 
rfiort, tWs unworthy office kept "open hoase," and 
had a short, but a luxurious ai^ merry reign over that 
charming spot. He waa not wkh iiB at the altack of 
the city, but guly danced hia way to qttartera.] 

Smith wrote but Simpson acted. A letter from 
Smith to a worthy and patriotic dergymanj the Rev. Mr. 
Elder, of Paxton, which was fiilsd mth btmibastand- 
trasfa, and stuffed with the most Sa^ruit untruths ; that 
he was in the "ttudslofthe battle—covered by smoke;' 
bullets of all sizes playing around him, &c. 8cc." every 
word of which was fabutons. This persm was among 
the last of those savage men, who murdered the inno- 
cent and unoffending Indians in the jmI of the town we 
W)w live in. They have all died miserably ; but a hw 
remaining to relate the anecdote c^ the occurrence of 
rtiat horrible massacre. 

NOTE Xn. page l«8. 

The late captain Thomis Bc^d, the strongest and 
large»tmanamongu8,whencomii^tothe air, frequent- 
ly lidnted; one Rothrock of Morgan's, had so -foeted 
a breath, that it was disgusting to enter the room he 
inhabited; one of Lamb's company, lost his gums and 
some of his teeth, all were loose, of which, I am cer- 
tain as his mouth was examined by me. 



NOTE Xni. page iro. 

This gentleman was 6 feet 4 or S inches high; tuid 
IS well proportioned. His iSsjtosition, -was akkMI^ 
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9ae. He qmke his own laDguiige admirably, and 
French fluently, but no EogUih. Knowing from his 
military dre«s and nuuanen, that he was a Gennan. 
I was induced to address him in thM language. He 
. appeared aatrmisbed, yet pleased at heating his own 
■tongue from an American lad — inquired concerning 
I*emisylvania, our way to ^lebeci &c. but seemed 
Apprehenaive'Of the jeaUwsy of the English officially, 
-who did not understand us. The Baron Knyphausen 
-wanted an interpreter. Captain PreotiB,'who was ro- 
ajly my fHend made me the preposition, as from tbc 
Baron, and used various aifiuments to induce a com- 
-pliance, all of which were spumed. In 1773 or 1779, 
'I bad again the {rieaeure of seeing the major at Lan- 
caster, in the compuiy of my father, but he was then, 
-a prisoner. 



NOTE XIV. page 173. 

Red willow (SaUx ftuTfiurea.J Thisshrab, wtuch 
is a native o£the United States, is spread throughout 
our climates. The outer bark, of a deep red color, 
peels in a very thin scale, the inner is scraped off with 
a knife, and is dried either in the sun or over the Gre. 
The scent when burning, isdelighdiil. To increase 
the Savor, the Indiana pluck the current years branch- 
■*B of the upland sumach, and dry it in bunches over 
-the smoketof a Ere. A half part of Red-wtliow bark, 
«dded to as much of the dryed sumach forms the kille* 
kouc. Those ingredients addedto a third part ot leaf to- 
bacco, and the mass rubbed finely together in the palm 
of the band, makes that delicious fume, so lascinaltng 
to the red, and also to the white n]en. Care must be 
taken by the consumer, not to tise the swamp sinnach 
fBhu* FemtcJ for the Upland fShut GtabrumJ as 
the former is most poisonous, and resembles the lat- 
ter, in the bark and leaf so much, that an incnrious. 
■ .«yo, mi^t be deceived. The ^fference to a stranger 
niay be ^tincUvely marked by observing, that the 
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bunch of berries of the atdmd sumach, is~ a fxne 
clotely attached to each other, and when ripe of a red- 
dish color. The berries of the swam^ stumtch, hang 
loosely pen^int, from a lengithy foot-stalk, and when 
ripe, are of a greenish-grey : at least I never saw the - 
berry in any other state. The unhappy person, who . 
would employ, the swamp sumach in smoking, would 
tbrfd)!: his eyesight. This truth I had &om Natanis in 
Canada, and it has since, many years ago, .been con- 
finned to me by the celebrated Seneca " The Corn- 
planter." You know the experience of our own iami- 
ly, when clearing the swamp, as to the deleterious qua- 
lities of the wood as fuel i your mother suffered great- 
ly from its poisonous vapors. The moose-deer prefer 
the red-willow aa food; we moat frequently observed 
them in its neighbourhood. Tbe vamllB. of South. Ame- 
rica, has been applied by the Spanish manufactors of 
tobacco, in various ways; it is strange, that we have 
never assayed th« KiUekinic. 



NOTE XV. page 174. 



It will perhaps be proper to give you an idea" 
of the parole exacted at that time. " We whose 
" namea are hereunder writt^ do solemnly pro- 
" mise and engage, to bis excellency general Carle- 
" t<Hi, not to say or do, any thing . against lus majes- 
« ty's person or government ; and to repair whenever 
" required so to do by his excellency, or any of his 
" majesty's commanders in chief in America, doth 
" please to direct, in testimony of which, we have 
" hereunto set our hands this day at Quebec. August 
« 7th, 1776. 

J. J. H. &c." 

I received the original paper in 1778, in conse- 
quence of an exchange of die St. John's prisoners tor 
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itOTE XVI. page 187- 

Who do you think this vas ? Whj Stephen Lutzi 
of Lancastei^— poor but iiidustrioUB. I hftve thanked 
him a thousand times since, and have had the pleasure 
of obli^ng him. 



... Google 






...Google 



...Google 



J. Googie 



-Gooylc 



(ioiigic 



..Google 



s^d J, Google 



